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2020 Community Campaign 

FAQ 

WHAT DOES THE 2020 COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN SUPPORT? 
• A gift to the Jewish community through the 2020 Community Campaign ensures that our 

beloved Jewish community keeps humming.  
 

• Your gift empowers Jewish organizations here in Minneapolis and around the world to create 
life-changing Jewish moments for newborns, seniors, and everyone in between. 

 
• Your gift creates programs and opportunities for anyone to engage in Jewish life in whatever 

way is best for them. 
 

• Your gift inspires future leaders through quality leadership training programs that are building 
the Jewish community of the future.  

MJF was able to respond quickly to the COVID-19 crisis because of the foundation we have built with 90 
years of Community Campaign. Your gift is more important now than ever.  
 

HOW HAS COVID-19 AFFECTED THE COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN? 
Aside from pausing the Community Campaign this spring while adapting to the new normal, the 
Community Campaign is running as planned. The campaign is vital to many of our community 
organizations—for some, it represents up to 20% of their budget. Putting the Community Campaign on 
hold could be disastrous for those beloved organizations.  
 
As such, we will humbly still ask you for a Community Campaign gift. Kadima is meant to meet needs 
related to COVID-19 as well as enhance security for the entire community, which will require funds 
above and beyond those needed in an average year.  
 

I’VE HEARD ABOUT A NEW CAMPAIGN CALLED KADIMA. WHAT IS THAT, AND 
HOW IS IT DIFFERENT THAN THE COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN? 
Federation is reaching out to all Jewish organizations to create a comprehensive community recovery 
and prosperity plan – which allows the community to join together in raising funds for the anticipated 
extraordinary needs resulting from COVID-19.  
 
Kadima: Building Our Future is a major community philanthropic campaign—meaning several 
community organizations will join together—to raise $30-50 million between June 2020 and June 2021. 
Kadima has two core focuses: 

1. Provide for community-wide COVID-19 recovery 
2. Enhance community security in Minnesota and the Dakotas 
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WHY HAVE BOTH A COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN AND KADIMA? 
 

Improving the security of our local Jewish institutions has long been on the community’s radar, 
especially after the tragic events in Pittsburgh. After many years of planning, several local organizations 
decided that fundraising for this need couldn’t wait any longer. 
 
Then, COVID-19 hit.  
 
The COVID-19 crisis has taken a significant toll on local agencies. For many of our partners, needs rose 
above and beyond those being filled annually by the Community Campaign and other agency annual 
campaign and fundraising efforts. Thus, the decision was made to come together as a community. 

 

DOESN’T FEDERATION ALREADY HAVE A FUND FOR COVID-19 RELIEF?  
Yes. In March, the MJF board quickly set aside $2 million in unrestricted net assets to help with needs 
defined as Phase 1(tech needs, staffing support) and Phase 2 (loss of income, revenue shortfalls.) As of 
June 8, 2020, MJF has distributed 937,755 of that $2 million (plus an additional $1 million that was 
allocated to summer camps).  
 
It has become clear that the challenges of COVID-19 will remain not only our community but throughout 
the world for a considerable length of time. Kadima brings the community together in Phase 3 to plan 
the next stage of COVID-19 community recovery and transformation. 
 
While each organization and agency will continue their usual fundraising efforts and daily work amongst 
their own communities, Kadima will provide an extraordinary lift to these organizations so they can 
emerge from this crisis stronger and a part of an even more vibrant community.  


