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Jewish Community Foundation  
Guide for Donor Advised Fund Grant Recommendations 

Thank you for setting up a Donor Advised Fund (DAF) at the Jewish Community Foundation of 
the Minneapolis Jewish Federation (JCF). We truly appreciate your generosity, which makes a 
positive impact on our community. 

Provided below are the JCF’s guidelines for making a distribution of principal and/or income 
(“grant recommendation”) from your DAF: 

General Information  

The Advisor(s) of a DAF may make grant recommendations from their Fund at any time. 

There is no limit to the number of recommendations submitted in any single year, except that a 
maximum of four (4) grants per year can be made from a Genesis Mitzvah fund.  

JCF’s Compliance Process 

Each grant recommendation must be reviewed, vetted, and approved through the JCF’s 
compliance process. During this process, Foundation staff, under the direction of the Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO), shall determine that each grant recommendation:  

a. Is made to a valid 501(c)(3) organization;
b. Is consistent with the mission of the Federation; and
c. That the distribution complies with current IRS regulations and current law.

If it is not, we will contact the Advisor(s) to discuss. 

Depending on the recipient organization or grant restrictions, the time between receipt of the 
grant recommendation and the sending of the grant check to an organization may vary. We may 
need to request additional information and the responsiveness of the recipient organization 
may affect processing times. 

Grant Minimums 

1. As a guideline, we suggest a minimum of $250 for a grant recommendation from a DAF.
We provide this guideline so Advisors make a meaningful philanthropic impact without
creating administrative burden for grant processors.

2. The minimum amount of a grant recommendation from a Genesis Mitzvah Fund is $50.

Grant Requests - Required Information 

1. Grant recommendations must be sent to the JCF in one of the following ways:

a. Via Donor Central (https://jewishminneapolis.donorcentral.com), the JCF’s online
granting website;

https://jewishminneapolis.donorcentral.com/
https://jewishminneapolis.donorcentral.com/
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b. By email to our CFO, Martin Lipshutz at mlipshutz@jewishminneapolis.org;
c. Faxed to us at 763.235.6252, Attn: Martin Lipshutz;
d. By mail to: Minneapolis Jewish Federation, 111 Cheshire Lane, Suite 50, Minnetonka,

MN 55305 Attn: Martin Lipshutz.

Grant recommendations will not be accepted verbally. 

2. Please provide the name, address, and phone number of each grant recipient for which you
are making a grant recommendation. If the grant recommendation is to a new organization
to which one has not been previously made, then the Advisor must also provide the
organization’s tax ID number. This usually is found on the organization’s website or on
https://www.guidestar.org/. Providing all of this information is helpful to the JCF since there
may be more than one office or chapter of that organization and we want to be certain
donations get to the right place.

3. Please let us know if the grant is for general operating support or a specific program or
purpose. Any recommendation that does not include a specific program or
purpose will be listed as “general operating support”.

4. Please note if this grant should be made in tribute to or in memory of someone and provide
their exact name(s).

Check Schedule 

Once a grant recommendation is approved, a grant check is processed and mailed to the 
recipient organization in the next check run. In general, grant checks are sent out every other 
week. All grant recommendations received at least five (5) business days prior to a scheduled 
check run will be processed with that check run. Please note that it may take longer during a 
holiday period. 

Restrictions – No Goods or Services, Pledges, Etc. 

1. Grants to a charity must be solely for the benefit of the charity, and the donor cannot
receive any goods or services in exchange, or any private benefit.

2. Grants from a DAF are not permitted that purchase or fund:

a. Tickets for a charitable event (e.g., benefits, galas, golf outings)
b. A table at a charitable dinner
c. Goods purchased at charitable auctions
d. School tuition
e. Membership fees (however, synagogue dues are permitted as an IRS exception to

this rule)

3. Grants from a DAF cannot fulfill the following:

a. A pre-existing, legally enforceable pledge. Please do not use the word “pledge”
anywhere in your grant recommendation

mailto:mlipshutz@jewishminneapolis.org
mailto:mlipshutz@jewishminneapolis.org
https://www.guidestar.org/
https://www.guidestar.org/
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i. However, in response to an organization’s request for a contribution to their
annual campaign or other purpose, you may tell organizations that you “intend
to recommend a grant from your DAF in the amount of $__ [insert amount of
grant]”. This way they know your grant recommendation is being made in
response to their request for a contribution.

b. Lobbying, political contributions, or to support political campaign activities
c. A private non-operating foundation
d. A scholarship or grant given directly to an individual

4. Grants cannot be used as a tax deduction since the donor(s) received a tax deduction when
a contribution/gift was made to the DAF.

Grant Awards 

1. Upon approval of the grant, we mail a check and an accompanying grant award letter
informing the recipient organization that they have received a grant from the fund. While
the recipient organization cannot issue a tax receipt, they may send a thank you note.

2. The grant award letter accompanying the grant check will include the following information:

a. The name of the Fund from which the distribution is made;
b. The name of the Advisor(s); and
c. The Advisor(s)’ address.

This information will not be included in the award letter if the Advisor notifies the JCF in 
writing that they choose to make the grant anonymous. 

Advisors must indicate whether this is a one-time anonymous grant or if all grants from the 
DAF should be anonymous. 


