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Twin Cities Calendar

ONGOING
HUMOR EXHIBITS — In con-

junction with the Twin Cities Jewish 
Humor Festival, LOL! is on display 
through Jan. 31 in the Tychman Sha-
piro Gallery at the Sabes JCC, 4330 
Cedar Lake Rd. S., St. Louis Park, and 
through Feb. 1 in the Gallery Walk at 
the St. Paul JCC, 1375 St. Paul Ave. 
The exhibits include work by an array 
of artists, media and inspiration. For 
information, visit: www.sabesjcc.org 
or: www.stpauljcc.org. 

JAN. 30
HUMOR FESTIVAL — The 

seventh annual Twin Cities Jew-
ish Humor Festival, a partnership 
of the Sabes JCC and the St. Paul 
JCC, will wrap up with its closing 
night celebration 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 30 at the Sabes JCC, 4330 
Cedar Lake Rd. S., St. Louis Park. 
“Give it a Rest!” will feature Temple 
Israel’s Rabbi Sim Glaser and spe-
cial guest David Goldman. Tickets 
include a pre-show celebration with 
fo od and drinks at 6:30 p.m. in the 
JCC lobby. For tickets and informa-
tion, visit: www.sabesjcc.org or call 
952-381-3499.

JAN. 31
‘AMAZING JEFFO’ — Jef-

frey Smith, “The Amazing Jeffo,” 
America’s only blind magician with 
multiple disabilities, will perform as 
part of Jewish Disability Awareness 
and Inclusion Month (JDAIM) 2 to 
4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 31 at the Sabes 
JCC, 4330 Cedar Lake Rd. S., St. 
Louis Park. It is free and open to the 
public, but reservations are required; 
visit: www.jfcsmpls.org or call Stacey 
Spencer at 952-542-4845.

FEB. 4
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 

GROUP — A support group spon-
sored by the Alzheimer’s Associa-

tion will next meet 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 4 at Bet Shalom Congregation, 
13613 Orchard Rd., Minnetonka. 
The group meets regularly on the 
first Thursday of each month. For 
information, contact Rita Kelner at 
763-544-0641 or Judy Witebsky at 
763-546-1658.

FEB. 8
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 

— Jewish Family and Children’s 
Service of Minneapolis (JFCS) will 
host its Caregiver Support Group for 
adult children caring for ill or aging 
parents 7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 8 at 
Temple Israel, 2324 Emerson Ave. 
S., Minneapolis. The group meets on 
the second Monday of each month. To 
register, call 952-542-4825 or email: 
brudnick@jfcsmpls.org. 

FEB. 9
ROHR LEARNING COURSE 

— “The Jewish Course of Why,” 
presented in partnership with the 
Rohr Jewish Learning Institute, 
will take place 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays, 
Feb. 9–March 15 at the St. Paul JCC, 
1375 St. Paul Ave. The course will 
be led by Rabbi Zalman Bendet. The 
cost is $85, or $65 for JCC members. 
For information, contact Bendet at 
651-998-9298 or: rabbizalman@
spchabad.com. To register by Feb. 9, 
visit: www.myjli.com. (JCC members 
are asked to contact Barbie Levine at 
651-255-4734 for the member promo 
code.)

FEB. 10
MEMORY LOSS SUPPORT 

GROUP — The Jewish Memory Loss 
Caregiver Support Group will next 
meet 1 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10 at 
Temple Israel, 2324 Emerson Ave. S., 
Minneapolis. The group meets regu-
larly on the second Wednesday of each 
month. To register, call 952-542-4825 
or email: brudnick@jfcsmpls.org. 

As part of the first Interna-
tional Spanish Music Festival, 
presented by Casa de España en 
Minnesota, “Sephardic Music from 
Spain” will take place 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 3 at Beth El 
Synagogue, 5225 Barry St. W., St. 
Louis Park.

Sephardic music has its roots in 
the musical traditions of the Jewish 
communities in medieval Spain and 
Portugal. The lyrics of these songs 
were preserved by those Jews after 
their expulsion from Spain in 1492 
and Portugal in 1496. 

An introduction will be given 
by Stacy N. Beckwith, professor 

of Hebrew and Judaic Studies at 
Carleton College.

Performers will include Ne-
rea Berraondo (voice), Essam 
Rafea (oud), Steve Copes (violin), 
Zachary Cohen (viola da gamba), 
René Izquierdo (guitar) and Omar 
Almusfi (percussion).

The five-day festival includes 
a variety of both classical music 
and popular songs from Spain, 
Argentina, Peru and other Spanish-
speaking countries; for information, 
visit: www.ismfestival.org. Tickets 
are available at: ismf.simpletix.com/
Event-List/. 

Courtesy of Casa de España in Minnesota 
Oud player Essam Rafea will 
perform as part of “Sephardic 
Music from Spain” on March 3 
at Beth El Synagogue.

Concert of Sephardic music is March 3

Theater artists Alan Berks and 
Leah Cooper offer a window into the 
evolution of a work-in-progress at 
the next Rimon Artist Salon titled 
“Backstage at The Adoption Play 
Project,” 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 7 
at Intermedia Arts, 2822 Lyndale 
Ave. S., Minneapolis. Berks and 
Cooper will be joined onstage 
by writer and moderator Sharon 
DeMark.

The salon will feature excerpts 
from Berks’ and Cooper’s The Adop-
tion Play Project, which began in the 
fall of 2014 and is based on more than 
1,000 stories related to adoption gath-
ered from more than 25 story circle 
events and hundreds of community 
members. 

Using a mixed cast of professional 
performers and adoption community 
members, The Adoption Play Project 
looks at how “kinship by design” 
impacts families and influences 
American culture. 

Admission is $12, or $6 for 

ages 30 and younger); visit: www.
rimonmn.org or call 952-381-3449. 

Rimon is an initiative of the Min-
neapolis Jewish Federation. Its 
Artist Salon Series, now in its ninth 

season, has been called “one of the 
leading series of Jewish events in the 
country.”   

The next Rimon Artist Salon will feature excerpts from The Adoption 
Play Project by theater artists Alan Berks and Leah Cooper.

Rimon Artist Salon will go backstage
at The Adoption Play Project on Feb. 7

American Masters — Carole King: 
Natural Woman will premiere 8 p.m. 
CST Friday, Feb. 19 on TPT 2 (check 
local listings).

The documentary will delve 
into the hit singer-songwriter’s life 
and career — from 1960s New 

York to the music mecca of ’70s 
LA to the present. Carole King 
will join collaborators and fam-
ily in new interviews, with rare 
home movies, performances and 
photos.

This year marks the 45th anniver-

sary of King’s landmark album, Tap-
estry, which was released in February 
1971 and won four Grammy Awards. 

For information, visit: pbs.org/
americanmasters.

American Masters to spotlight Carole King

The Minneapolis Yiddish Vinkl 
will begin a yearlong celebration of 
its silver anniversary — 25 years of 
programs at the Sabes JCC — with 
“The Rich Heritage of Yiddish Folk-
songs” 10 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 14 at 
the JCC, 4330 Cedar Lake Rd. S., St. 
Louis Park.

Folk music developed out of the 

realities of home life in Yiddish-
speaking communities, including 
lullabies, courtship and marriage, 
challenges presented by modernity, 
harsh circumstances of the Pale of 
Settlement, and migrations out of 
the shtetl.

The Vinkl will present readings and 
songs to be sung together, presented 

by Markle Karlen, Roz Fletcher, 
Paula Mailer, Lev Mailer and Dorothy 
Marden, with violinist Gitele Eisner 
and pianist Rita Lusky. Words in Yid-
dish and English will be provided.

Light refreshments will follow the 
program. Admission is free for paid-
up Vinkl members and $5 for guests .

Yiddish Vinkl to celebrate folk song heritage

A Shalom Shabbat Community 
Celebration will take place 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 19 at the St. Paul JCC, 
1375 St. Paul Ave.

This casual and festive celebration 
is for everyone; seasoned Shabbat 
veterans and those experiencing a 

Shabbat celebration for the first time 
are welcome. Through music, hands-
on activities and more, attendees will 
welcome Shabbat and experience the 
beauty of the tradition. Family-style 
dinner will be served. 

The cost for a family of four is 

$36, or $24 for members; the cost 
for individuals is $12, or $8 for 
members. To register online by Feb. 
8, visit: www.stpauljcc.org.

For information, contact Tracey 
Agranoff at 651-255-4735 or:
tagranoff@stpauljcc.org.

Community Shabbat celebration is Feb. 19

The Twin Cities Jewish Chorale 
(TCJC), led by music director Jayson 
Rodovsky, will celebrate its seventh 
season with “L’dor Vador (From 
Generation to Generation)” 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 21 at Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation, 10500 Hillside Ln. W., 
Minnetonka. 

The chorale will sing several inter-
pretations of the L’dor Vador prayer 
from liturgy, a selection from Shir 
HaShirim (Song of Songs) by Israeli 
composer Yehezkel Braun, and works 
by 20th century American Jewish 
composers .

Students from Adath Jeshurun’s Gan 

Shelanu preschool will participate, as 
will members of the Minneapolis/St. 
Paul chapter of the international high 
school choir HaZamir, directed by 
Cantor Audrey Abrams.

Tickets are $15, or $10 for seniors 
and students. For information, visit: 
www.twincitiesjewishchorale.org.

Jewish Chorale to perform ‘L’Dor Vador’

A 10-week literature workshop 
on the Arab-Israeli conflict will 
take place 10:30 a.m. Sundays, Feb. 
14–April 17 at the St. Paul JCC, 1375 
St. Paul Ave. This is a joint program 
of the St. Paul JCC and Hineni: A 
Center for Adult Jewish Learning 
and Contemplative Practices at the 
Talmud Torah of St. Paul.

The workshop led by Dr. 
Arie Zmora, a historian and the 
director of multiple U.S. govern-
ment-sponsored cultural exchange 

programs in the Middle East, 
will explore how writers — Is-
raeli Jews, Israeli Arabs and Pal-
estinians — have addressed the 
conflict.

The cost is $200, or $150 for 
JCC members and Hineni sus-
tainers. To register by Feb. 10, 
visit: www.stpauljcc.org or call 
651-698-0751 (Hineni sustain-
ers must register by calling the 
JCC).

Literature workshop to
explore Arab-Israeli conflict 

Courtesy of Torah Academy
SILBERMAN VISITS TORAH ACADEMY — Stu Silberman (left), 
chief executive officer of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation, 
recently visited Torah Academy in St. Louis Park to meet with 
the school’s leadership and visit classrooms, where he learned 
more about the Jewish and general studies education students in 
nursery school through eighth grade are receiving. For informa-
tion about enrolling at Torah Academy, call Rabbi Pinchus Idstein, 
dean (pictured above, center), at 952-920-6630 .
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About People B’nai Mitzva

Gabrielle Raya (Bella) Kaplan, 
daughter of Jennifer and Bob Kaplan 
and sister of Naomi, will be called to 
the Torah as a Bat Mitzva Saturday, Jan. 
30  at Beth Jacob Congregation. Bella 
is the granddaughter of Harold Kaplan 
and the late Pat Kaplan, Samantha and 
Bill Schnittker, Maddy and Bruce Ber-
gen, and Ali Coulter and Jack Jiracek. 
She is the great-granddaughter of the 
late Esther Kaplan and Reuben Kaplan, 
the late Zelda and Art Johnson, the late 
Margaret and Howard Schnittker, Patti 
Sorin and the late Herb Sorin, and the 
late BJ and Charlie Coulter.

Leo Besikof, son of Heather and 
Kevin Besikof and brother of Wesley, 
will be called to the Torah as a Bar 
Mitzva Saturday, Feb. 6 at Temple 
Israel. He will also participate in Friday 
evening services. Leo is the grandson 
of Shirley and Marshall Besikof, and 
Ann and Neil Covin.  

Jackson Aaron Destiche, son of 
Sheri Sell and David Destiche and 
brother of Eli, will be called to the To-
rah as a Bar Mitzva Saturday, Feb. 6 at 
Bet Shalom Congregation. He will also 
participate in Friday evening services. 
Jackson is the grandson of Susan and 
Richard Proman, Minnetonka, Neil 
Sell and Kathy Wilson, Wayzata, and 
James and Dianne Destiche, Green 
Bay, Wisc. 

Rhoda Redleaf recently received the 
Spirit of BOND Award, which is pre-
sented annually to a member of BOND 
(Branching Out in New Directions).

The award is a positive and uplifting 
way to let others know about the work 
that the organization does by highlight-
ing the dedicated efforts of its members. 

*** 
Rabbi and Rebbetzin Asher and 

Sima Zeilingold, of Adath Israel 
Synagogue in St. Paul, will be honored 
for 50 years of leadership with the 
completion of a new Torah scroll and 
a gala banquet on Feb. 23 at the Mall 
of America.

Zeilingold is the longest-serving pul-
pit rabbi in Minnesota (10-15-10 AJW).

For information, visit: www.adath.
com or call 651-698-8300.

*** 
The Hopkins Education Foundation 

(HEF) will host its Royal Bash “One 
Night Only” on Feb. 27 at the Metro-
politan in Golden Valley. The event 
is the single largest fundraiser for the 
nonprofit, which to date has enriched 
Hopkins Public Schools with $2.4 mil-
lion in more than 350 grants for pilot 
projects and curricular enhancements. 

Among the major sponsors of this 
event are Scott and Hindy Tankenoff, 
and Nicole and Todd Schachtman.

For those unable to attend Royal 
Bash, an online auction will be open 
to the public Feb. 15 -21. Bidding 
information will be available at: www.
hopkinseducationfoundation.org.  

For tickets and information, visit: 
www.hopkinseducationfoundation.org 
or call 952-988-4097.

*** 
Mandolinist Avi Avital will perform 

with accordionist Ksenija Sidorova 
and percussionist Itamar Doari on 
March 8 at Aria in downtown Min-
neapolis. This Schubert Club Mix 
concert, titled “Between Worlds,” will 
explore the borders between folk and 
classical music.

Avital was born in Be’er Sheva in 
southern Israel in 1978, and began 
learning the mandolin at the age of 
eight. He graduated from the Jerusalem 
Music Academy and the Conservatorio 
Cesare Pollini in Padova, Italy. Avital 
has released various recordings in the 
disparate genres of klezmer, baroque 
and contemporary classical music. 

Doari was born in Israel 1985. He 
began his musical training when he was 
only six years old, playing traditional 
percussion instruments such as frame 
drums, darbuka, riq and more, and 
graduated from Klor Music School with 
honors in 2003. By the age of 17, he 
was already playing and touring with 
some of the most renowned musicians in 
Israel, including Avishai Cohen, with 
whom he has recorded three albums. 
Doari is also a member of Yemen Blues.

Sidorova was born in Latvia and was 
encouraged to take up the accordion 
by her grandmother, who had roots in 
the folk tradition of accordion playing. 

Tickets are $30; call 651-292-3268.
*** 

Academy Award winner Morgan 
Freeman serves as host and executive 
producer of The Story of God with 
Morgan Freeman, a six-part global 
television event series premiering April 
3 on National Geographic Channel.

The series will take viewers on a trip 
around the world to explore different 
cultures and religions on the ultimate 
quest to uncover the meaning of life, 
God and the questions in between, ac-
cording to a press release. It seeks to 
understand how religion has evolved 
throughout the course of civilization, 
and in turn how religion has shaped the 
evolution of society. 

Each episode will focus on a dif-
ferent big question about the divine: 
God, creation, evil, miracles, end of 
days and resurrection. To explore each 
topic, Freeman visited some of human-
ity’s greatest religious sites, including 
Jerusalem’s Western Wall.

For information, visit: www.nat
geotv.com.

*** 
Rabbi Adam Chalom will be the 

guest of Or Emet: Minnesota Congre-
gation for Humanistic Judaism April 
7-10. Chalom, the rabbi of Kol Hadash 
Humanistic Congregation in Chicago 
and dean for North America of the 
International Institute for Secular Hu-
manistic Judaism (IISHJ), will speak at 
several community-building and adult 
education events.

Chalom’s keynote workshops, titled 
“Routes and Roots: The Evolution of 
Secular Humanistic Judaism,” will take 
place on April 9 and 10 at Hamline 
University. Several Or Emet members 
will participate in the workshops as 
“leaders in training” as part of its long-
term succession plans.  

Additionally, Rabbi Chalom will lead 
the Friday Shabbat program on April 8 
at the Sabes JCC. That program is titled 
“Integrity and Continuity: Humanistic 
Judaism and the Jewish Tradition.” 
The Shabbat program is free and open 
to the public. For information, visit: 
www.oremet.org.

For information about Rabbi Cha-
lom, visit: hjrabbi.wordpress.com/
about.

*** 
The Pearl Society, part of Women’s 

Philanthropy of the Minneapolis Jewish 
Federation, will host actress and social 
activist Marlee Matlin at its Women 
of Intention Awards on April 14 at the 
Radisson Blu at Mall of America.

Matlin, who lost her hearing when 
she was only 18 months old, has dedi-
cated herself to raising awareness for 
many humanitarian causes, and  serves 
as a national celebrity spokesperson 
for the American Red Cross and the 
National Association for the Deaf.

The awards will honor six women 
in the Minneapolis community who 
respond to injustice with intention, and 
who apply their personal grit and gifts 
to some of the most difficult issues 
facing the community and the world.

Membership in the Pearl Society 
is available with a gift of $365 to the 
Minneapolis Jewish Federation’s Com-
munity Campaign. For information, 
visit: www.jewishminneapolis.org.

Rhoda Redleaf (right) being pre-
sented the Spirit of BOND Award 
by Diana Idelkope.

Jewish teens from across the 
Midwest who participate in Jew-
ish Student Union (JSU) clubs 
throughout the year will come 
together for a weekend of fun and 
inspiration March 3-6 in Orlando, 
Fla. The Midwest JSU Weekend is 
open to all teens who have attended 
programming at any of the more than 
30 JSU clubs throughout the region.

The weekend will include a trip 
to Universal Studios, a Shabbat pro-
gram, hotel accommodations, and a 
chance for Jewish teens to meet their 
peers from other Midwest commu-
nities. The trip is heavily subsidized 
and is just $399 per person.

“A weekend like this is not only 
fun and exciting for the teens, but 
it also gives them the chance to be 
part of something that is greater than 
themselves,” Rabbi Tzvi Kupfer, 
city director of Minneapolis Chapter 
NCSY and Minneapolis Chapter 
JSU, said. “And to see that Judaism 
extends far beyond themselves and 
their immediate communities.”

NCSY, the national youth move-
ment of the Orthodox Union, runs 
more than 180 JSU clubs on public 
and private high school campuses 
throughout the country. In Min-
neapolis, there are JSU clubs at 
Armstrong, Hopkins, Mendota 

Heights, Minnetonka, St. Louis Park 
and Wayzata high schools. 

For information, contact Rabbi 
Kupfer at: kupfert@ncsy.org. 

Students at Minnetonka JSU.

Local teens to gather in Orlando

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.SONOFSAULMOVIE.COM

ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINEE
BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM

WINNER GOLDEN GLOBE® AWARD
BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM  

©HFPA

“THE BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR.”
Peter Debruge, VARIETY     Eric Kohn, INDIEWIRE    Anne Thompson, THOMPSON ON HOLLYWOOD     THE GUARDIAN

 WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

A FILM BY LÁSZLÓ NEMES 
SON OF SAUL

NOW 
PLAYING
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David Sherman
ADATH’S GAN SHELANU PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION IS OPEN — Adath Jeshurun Congregation’s 
Gan Shelanu has it all: a weekly music specialist, a weekly Hebrew teacher, free after-school enrich-
ment classes included in all afternoon childcare programs, and a unique preschool-specific gemilut 
chasadim (acts of loving kindness) and tzedaka curriculum. All of this learning and fun is available 
to kids ages six weeks through prekindergarten. The Gan offers two-, three- and five-day programs, 
as well as early morning and extended day childcare options. Pictured above, rabbis’ associate Jim 
Sherman reads to Gan students.  For information or to arrange a tour, contact Janice Schachtman, 
Gan Shelanu Preschool director at 952-545-8694.

Minnesota Jewish Theatre Com-
pany (MJTC) has announced the 
opening of The Tale of the Allergist’s 
Wife, directed by Warren Bowles and 
starring Sally Wingert. This produc-
tion will run Feb. 13–March 6 at the 
Highland Park Community Center 
Theater, 1978 Ford Pkwy., St. Paul.

Marjorie Taub is depressed, frus-
trated and utterly dissatisfied. She is 
plunged into the throes of a midlife 
crisis, and no one is safe from her 
theatrical eruptions of self-doubt 

and self-pity. No one can distract 
her from her angst — that is, until a 
mysterious childhood friend arrives 
and shakes things up.

The Tony-nominated satirical 
romp is described as “flamboyant 
and full of surprises,” and will “leave 
audiences laughing with abandon,” 
according to a press release.

For tickets and information, call 
651-647-4315 or visit: www.mn
jewishtheatre.org.  

The Tale of the Allergist’s 
Wife opens Feb. 13

Engage!, an evening of Jewish learn-
ing presented by the St. Paul JCC and 
Hineni, will take place 7 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 6 at the Talmud Torah of St. Paul, 
768 Hamline Ave. S. This annual event 
will feature top-notch teachers in an 
evening of lively Jewish learning. 

Rabbis, university professors and lay 
leaders will lead a wide array of topics, 
including “Lubavitch Chassidut: The 

Mystical and Practical”; “The Israeli- 
Palestinian Conflict through Poetry”; 
and “Shared Wisdom: Intertextuality in 
Jewish and Muslim Sacred Sources.” 
 Hands-on options will include Henna 
Art or an Israeli vegetarian appetizer 
cooking class.

The cost is $18 per person, or free for 
ages 30 and younger, and includes two 
class sessions followed by beer tasting 

flights, snacks and live music. Childcare 
is available for ages three to 10.

Space must be reserved in advance 
by calling 651-698-8807. For online 
registration and a full course listing, 
visit: stpauljcc.org or: www.ttsp.org

For information, call Sara Lynn 
Newberger at 651-698-8807 or Tracey 
Agranoff at 651-245-4735.

Evening of Jewish learning set for Feb. 6

By ELI SKORA

Jewish life in Greater St. Paul is rich 
and varied. People are engaged at many 
levels — from planning and leadership 
to hands-on volunteerism. Whether 
you seek religious community, Jewish 
education, cultural activities, social ac-
tion or services for a family member in 
need in the East Metro, there is a place 
for you in our community. 

This vision of who we are informs 
our understanding of the future we want 
for our children and grandchildren. We 
are well aware of the challenges facing 
Jewish communities across the country 
due to changing demographics, views 
about Jewish identity and practice, and 
shifting levels and forms of affiliation. 

Because we want to remain vital 
and viable, the Jewish Federation of 
Greater St. Paul embarked on a com-
munity planning initiative. Our process 
is deliberately grassroots and grounded 
in careful research and analysis. 

We began by listening to more than 

350 people from different walks of life 
across our community in 37 facilitated 
group discussions. We heard about 
what people value in our community 

and their concerns. 
We learned that a core value is to 

provide a warm and engaging commu-
nity in which we can express ourselves 
Jewishly in diverse and meaningful 
ways.  Using the data from those 
conversations, we engaged agency 
and synagogue staff, and lay and pro-
fessional leadership to determine five 
priorities for our future:

• Build the foundation of community: 
Warm, welcoming connections

• Engage the next generation: Reach 
out — L’dor vador

• Inspire giving: Create the commit-
ment to sustain a vibrant and caring 
Jewish St. Paul

• Strengthen Jewish education: Find 
and implement effective models for 
today’s world

• Enhance cooperation between St. 
Paul and Minneapolis Jewish com-
munities

Currently, we are in the research 
phase of our process. Fifty community 
volunteers are serving on research and 
recommendation panels to determine 
how we will realize our five priorities. 
Each panel is evaluating the current 
state of affairs, examining how other 
Jewish and non-Jewish communities 
have approached the issue, and con-

Eli Skora: Our process is delib-
erately grassroots and grounded 
in careful research and analysis.

Building a vibrant future in St. Paul
The Jewish Federation of Greater St. Paul
is implementing five priorities that were

identified in its community planning initiative

The 12th annual Keren Or (Ray 
of Light) writing and photography 
contest for Jewish youth is seeking 
Minnesota Jewish students in grades 
seven to 12 to submit original poetry, 
creative prose and photographs. 

Prizes in each category are $100 
for first place and $50 for second and 
third places. Winning entries will be 
published at the Keren Or Web site 
and in a special supplement to the 
American Jewish World. They will 
also be included in an exhibit of Keren 

Or’s winning submissions at the Sabes 
JCC in the spring. 

An awards ceremony honoring all 
participants will take place on May 
1 at the Sabes JCC. Additionally, all 
participants will have access to free 
interactive workshops on photogra-
phy, poetry and creative prose led by 
the contest’s judges. 

The deadline for submissions is 
5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 12. All submis-
sions, including photographs, must 
be submitted using the online forms 

at: www.kerenorcontest.org. 
Keren Or was founded in 2004 by 

Jerry (z’’l) and Eileen Siegel to honor 
the memory of their daughter, Karen 
Siegel-Jacobs. Keren Or is managed 
by Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts 
Council, an initiative of the Minneapo-
lis Jewish Federation, and is funded by 
the Karen Siegel-Jacobs Fund at the 
Adath Jeshurun Foundation.

For information and contest rules, 
visit: www.kerenorcontest.org or call 
952-381-3449.

Final call for Keren Or submissions 

sulting with individuals who have 
experience on the topic.  

The panels will recommend realistic 
goals and a path to achieve them. Feder-
ation has assembled an implementation 
committee to review proposals for fund-
ing to execute our recommendations. 
We also are hiring a planning director 
to oversee the community planning pro-
cess and outcomes, including working 
with St. Paul agencies and synagogues 
on implementation. 

I’m happy to report that we’re work-
ing hand in hand with the Minneapolis 
Jewish Federation on our priority to 
enhance cooperation between our 
communities. Representatives of both 
communities serve on the panel and are 
developing recommendations that will 
enhance Jewish life across the metro. I 
am personally working with Stu Silber-
man to enhance cooperation as well.

Our first panel, Warm Welcoming 
Connections, has concluded its work 
and issued recommendations. Because 
we staggered their start dates, we expect 
that the other panels will wrap up this 

spring and within the next year.
We recently launched a new mini-

site on our Web site at: jewishstpaul.
org/5priorities. There, you can learn 
about our first panel’s recommenda-
tions as well as the ongoing details of 
the work of all of the panels. 

We named the site and our process 
going forward: Jewish St. Paul. Many 
voices. One community. It reflects the 
collaborative nature of the project as 
well as our recognition that the diversity 
of our community — social, economic, 
cultural and religious — is a strength 
that enriches the fabric of Jewish life. 

In my 15 years as executive director 
of the Jewish Federation of Greater St. 
Paul, I’ve come to know how much our 
community has to offer. I’m confident 
that our community planning process 
and its outcomes will ensure that St. 
Paul will continue to be a strong, vibrant 
Jewish place for generations to come.

***
Eli Skora is executive director of 

the Jewish Federation of Greater 
St. Paul.

(JTA) — An American Jewish 
billionaire philanthropist in Chicago 
has donated $2 million to establish 
what is believed to be the first chair 
of transgender studies at a university.

Jennifer Pritzker, a retired U.S. 
Army lieutenant colonel who is 
believed to be the only transgender 
billionaire in the world, made the 
gift through her Tawani Foundation 
to the University of Victoria in Brit-

ish Columbia, the Chicago Tribune 
reported Jan. 19.

Aaron Devor, a sociology profes-
sor who studies transgender issues 
and the founder of the University of 
Victoria’s Transgender Archives, will 
be the inaugural chair.

Pritzker’s foundation also supports 
U.S. military personnel and historiog-
raphy, according to the Tribune.

U.S. billionaire donates $2M 
to Canadian transgender 
studies program


