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Talmud Torah
of Minneapolis

PRINCIPAL / SCHOOL DIRECTOR

The Talmud Torah of Minneapolis, a supplemental Jewish school for grades 
2-8, seeks a dynamic and creative leader with an extensive background in 

Jewish education to engage our students in educational experiences that will 
provide them with foundational tools to lead an intentionally Jewish life. 

 
Talmud Torah is co-led by Adath Jeshurun Congregation and Beth El 

Synagogue. We run a balanced budget, our Board of Directors is supportive 
and engaged, and we are implementing a strategic plan designed to 

further enhance the quality of our educational program over the next 
three to five years.

 
The Principal/School Director will be responsible for developing an innovative 

curriculum and educational model that meets the needs of contemporary 
Jewish students, recruiting and managing faculty and staff, building deeper 

connections and engagement with our families and our community,
and overseeing the school's administration and finances.  

The job description is available on the Careers page at 
www.talmudtorahmpls.org.  

Interested candidates should email a résumé and cover letter, along with
salary history and requirements, to: TTSearch2016@gmail.com.

ONGOING
THE COCOANUTS — The Cocoa-

nuts, based on the 1925 Broadway mu-
sical and 1929 film starring the Marx 
Brothers, runs through Jan. 3, 2016, 
on the McGuire Proscenium Stage at 
the Guthrie Theater, 818 S. Second St., 
Minneapolis. Directed by David Ivers, 
the show features a book by George S. 
Kaufman and songs by Irving Berlin 
(11-6-15 AJW). For tickets, call the 
Guthrie box office at 612-225-6244, 
or go to: guthrietheater.org.

DEC. 10
BOND HANUKA CELEBRA-

TION — BOND (Branching Out in 
New Directions) will host a “Choco-
late Chanukah Celebration” 11:30 
a.m. Thursday, Dec. 10 at Beth El 
Synagogue, 5225 Barry St. W., St. 
Louis Park. Lunch will be followed 
by a program with Laura Cohen and 
goodies from Chocolat Céleste. For 
information, call Sheila at 952-544-
0285.

DEC. 13
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

MEETING — The Minnesota chapter 
of the International Jewish Genea-
logical Society will host its regular 

meeting 12 to 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
13 at the St. Louis Park Library, 3240 
Library Ln. Susan Weinberg will 
discuss using the Stephen P. Morse 
One Step Webpages and Walter Elias 
will discuss how to use Viewmate to 
translate vital records from Eastern 
European archives. For information, 
visit: www.mnjgs.org. 

DEC. 14
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 

— Jewish Family and Children’s 
Service of Minneapolis (JFCS) will 
host its Caregiver Support Group for 
adult children caring for ill or aging 
parents 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 14 at 
Temple Israel, 2324 Emerson Ave. 
S., Minneapolis. The group meets on 
the second Monday of each month. To 
register, call 952-542-4825 or email: 
brudnick@jfcsmpls.org. 

DEC. 16
MEMORY LOSS SUPPORT 

GROUP — The Jewish Memory Loss 
Caregiver Support Group will next 
meet 1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 
Temple Israel, 2324 Emerson Ave. S., 
Minneapolis. The group meets regu-
larly on the second Wednesday of each 
month. To register, call 952-542-4825 
or email: brudnick@jfcsmpls.org.  

The St. Paul JCC will host the 
Twin Cities’ largest Hanuka party 
on Saturday, Dec. 12 at the JCC, 
1375 St. Paul Ave.

There will be an all-ages family 
celebration from 6 to 8 p.m., with 
a glow-in-the-dark dance, light-up 
activities, Hanuka treats and a com-
munity candlelighting. 

A 21+ celebration will begin at 
7:45 p.m., featuring traveling folk 

musician Ami Yares and Sagol 59, 
Khen Rotem, an Israeli artist and 
rapper. The two collaborated on the 
2015 album The Promised Land: The 
Grateful Dead / Jerry Garcia Hebrew 
Project, which features Hebrew cov-
ers of songs by The Grateful Dead 
and Jerry Garcia. Vodka and latkes 
will be provided after the concert.

Yares will appear as part of the 
Culture Blvd 5 series, presented by 

the Israel Center of the Minneapolis 
Jewish Federation (see article on 
Page 9) . His performance is co-
sponsored by Temple of Aaron and 
the St. Paul JCC.

Tickets for the concert are $5; 
visit: http://bit.ly/amiyares, or con-
tact Joshua Fineblum at 651-698-
8874, ext. 103, or: joshuafineblum@
templeofaaron.org.

JCC Hanuka party is Dec. 12

Sen. Rudy Boschwitz will light 
the giant menora in front of the 
state capitol 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
6 — the first night of Hanuka — 
in St. Paul.

Hanuka refreshments will be 

served and all children will 
receive Hanuka gelt .  This 
event is sponsored by Upper 
Midwes t  Merkos–Chabad 
Lubavitch. 

Sen. Rudy Boschwitz
to light capitol menora

Jewish Family and Children’s Ser-
vice of Minneapolis (JFCS) will host 
“Laugh on Their Behalf,” its 27th An-
nual Benefit, on Saturday, Dec. 5 at the 
Hilton Minneapolis, 1001 Marquette 
Ave. S. Cathy Wurzer, host of TPT’s 

Almanac and MPR’s Morning Edition, 
will serve as the benefit’s emcee.  

The night of comedy, socializing 
and goodwill will feature comedian 
Michael Ian Black, and the Candice 
and Charles Nadler Family will be 

honored with the JFCS Friends of the 
Family Award.

 For tickets and information, call 
952-542-4878 or visit: www.jfcsmpls.
org. 

JFCS benefit set for Dec. 5

Senior high members of the St. 
Paul JCC’s All Children’s Theater 
will stage a production of The Ad-
dams Family Musical 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 17 and Saturday, Dec. 19, 
and 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 20 at the 
JCC, 1375 St. Paul Ave.

In this show, Wednesday Addams, 
the ultimate princess of darkness, 
has grown up and fallen in love 
with a sweet, smart young man from 

a respectable family — a man her 
parents have never met. 

She confides in her father and 
begs him not to tell her mother, 
so now Gomez Addams must do 
something he’s never done before: 
keep a secret from his beloved wife, 
Morticia. Everything will change for 
the whole family when they host a 
dinner for Wednesday’s “normal” 
boyfriend and his parents (note: 

the play’s dialogue contains some 
adult themes). 

Tickets are $8 for adults or $6 
for children and seniors, and can 
be purchased at the door prior to the 
show. Dec. 19 is Teen Night when 
teens will get in for $3.

For information, contact Sarah 
Fedorowicz at 651-255-4736 or: 
sarahf@stpauljcc.org.

St. Paul JCC theater program to 
present Addams Family Musical

The Minneapolis Jewish Federa-
tion is now accepting applications for 
summer camp scholarships. Federation 
uses a portion of dollars raised from its 
Community Campaign to award finan-
cial need-based scholarships to children 
and youth in the greater Minneapolis 
metropolitan area for Jewish day and 
overnight summer camp programs.

This year, the application process 
has moved online and can be accessed 
at: www.jewishminneapolis.org/schol-
arships. All families in need will be 
considered, with priority placed on the 
lowest-income families.

Application materials must be re-
ceived by March 28, 2016. The child 
must be registered for camp during 

summer 2016 at the time that the 
scholarship application is submitted 
in order to be considered.

Scholarship decisions will be made 
by mid-April. For information, includ-
ing detailed guidelines, visit: jewish
minneapolis.org/scholarships. 

Summer camp scholarships available

The Mount Sinai Community 
Foundation (MSCF) has announced 
the release of its 2016 Request for 
Proposals (RFP) for one-time grants 
of up to $10,000 that fulfill MSCF’s 
mission to improve health, enhance 
well-being or otherwise advance 
medical care for Minnesota residents. 

Grant proposals must be received 
by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 13, 
2016. Finalists will be notified by 

March 23 and will be invited to pres-
ent to MSCF’s Giving Circle meeting 
on April 18. Grant recipients will be 
notified by April 25.

For an application and grant guide-
lines, visit the MSCF Web site at: 
www.mtsinaicommunityfoundation.
org. For information about the MSCF 
grant process, contact Jacy Grais at: 
grants@mtsinaicommunityfound
ation.org or 612-964-9074. 

Mount Sinai Community
Foundation accepting 
new grant proposals

(JTA) — Amazon is removing its 
Nazi-symbol-laden ads for The Man 
in the High Castle television show 
from a highly trafficked New York 
subway line.

A spokesman for New York’s Met-
ropolitan Transit Authority confirmed 
to The Gothamist that Amazon was 
pulling the wraparound advertisements 
featuring a modified Nazi Reichsadler 
eagle and a variation of a World War 
II-era Japanese flag from the 42nd 
Street shuttle.

The ad campaign was scheduled to 
run through Dec. 14.

Earlier in the day, New York Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said, “While these 
ads technically may be within MTA 
guidelines, they’re irresponsible and 
offensive to World War II and Holocaust 
survivors, their families, and countless 
other New Yorkers. Amazon should 
take them down.”

MTA instituted a policy in April that 
bans political ads from its subways 
and buses. Under the resolution, MTA 
permits only the display of commercial 
advertising, public service announce-
ments and government messages on its 
buses and subways.

The Amazon ads do not violate this 
policy, an MTA spokesman told The 
Gothamist, which first reported the ad 
campaign.

“The updated standards prohibit 
political advertisements. Unless you’re 
saying that you believe Amazon is 
advocating for a Nazi takeover of the 
United States, then it meets the stan-
dards. They’re advertising a show,” 
MTA spokesman Adam Lisberg told 
The Gothamist.

Evan Bernstein, the Anti-Defamation 
League’s New York regional director, 
called the ads insensitive.

Amazon removing Nazi-symbol ads 
on NY subways for new TV show
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By MORDECAI SPECKTOR 

On Ami Yares’ Facebook page, you 
can see the New Jersey-born itinerant 
musican posing for a picture with Israel 
“Izzy” Young, the former proprietor of 
the Folklore Center, a renowned hub 
of folk music in Greenwich Village, 
in the ’60s. 

The elder music impresario, who’s 
87, moved his folk music center to 
Stockholm, Sweden, many years 
ago, according to Yares, who was 
invited to teach and perform last 
month by Limmud Stockholm, a 
branch of the global Jewish learn-
ing program. 

During a recent phone chat from 
Philadelphia, Yares, 35, explained 
that he arranged to play at Young’s 
Folklore Centrum. Yares had met 
Young seven years earlier, and got 
in touch when he learned that he 
would be visiting Stockholm.

Apropos a reporter’s mention of 
Bob Dylan, the bard of Hibbing, 
Yares recalled his reunion with Izzy 
Young and commented, “It was so 
wonderful. It was the closest I’ll 
ever get to feeling the music of the 
’60s from someone who was actu-
ally there, and not someone that’s 
imitating it… So, to be able to play 
him my music and the music he 
was listening to then was a really 
incredible feeling to have.”

He added, “I’m 50 years late — 
but better late than never.” 

If you happen to be in Stockholm, 
you can find Folklore Centrum in the 
fascinating Södermalm neighborhood.

And if you’re in the Twin Cities, you 
can see and hear Yares and Khen Rotem 
(a.k.a. Sagol 59, an Israeli rapper), Dec. 
12 at the St. Paul JCC. The show will 
be the duo’s “Hebrew Grateful Dead 
Concert,” with the familiar Dead tunes 
translated into Hebrew. The melodies 
remain the same.

The concert, part of the Culture Blvd 
5 arts series, is sponsored by the Israel 
Center of the Minneapolis Jewish Fed-
eration. Temple of Aaron Synagogue 
and the St. Paul JCC are cosponsors. 
The American Jewish World is a media 
sponsor of Culture Blvd 5.

Yares and Sagol 59 also have re-
corded the Dead songs on a CD titled 
The Promised Land: The Grateful 
Dead/Jerry Garcia Hebrew Project. 
For those who can’t wait to get a signed 
CD after the St. Paul JCC show, you 
can download a digital version of the 
album at: bit.ly/hebrew-dead.

Yares also will spend a week in the 
Twin Cities, conducting workshops at 
Jewish schools and synagogues, visit-
ing residents at Sholom’s Ackerberg 
Family Campus in St. Louis Park, and 
playing music at the Jewish Community 
Relations Council’s annual Hanuka 
party. Also, with sponsorship from the 
Jewish Federation of Greater St. Paul, 
Yares will conduct a Dec. 13 music 
workshop with students from Temple 
of Aaron, Mount Zion, Beth Jacob and 
the Talmud Torah of St. Paul’s New-
man School. 

Joshua Fineblum, Temple of Aaron 
cantor and educator, has been involved 
in organizing Yares’ itinerary here and 
the St. Paul JCC concert. Fineblum and 

Yares are friends from their teen years 
in Cherry Hill, N.J.

“I’m a teaching artist and musician,” 
Yares told the AJW. “I do a lot of work 
with under-served youth, running work-
shops about using music to promote 
empowerment and self-actualization, 
as well as creativity.”

In addition to those activities, Yares 
said he performs “a bunch of solo con-

certs,” with a repertoire of American 
folk music, original songs, and music 
in Hebrew and Arabic. And over recent 
years, he also has played as a duo, with 
his brother, Gavri Tov; the act, which 
tours around New England, is billed as 
The Brothers Yares. 

In other big news, Yares got engaged 
last month.

It should be mentioned that an impor-
tant part of Yares’ musical development 
stems from the nine years he spent living 

in Israel. He moved back to the States 
about a year ago.

In Israel, he played with a group 
called The Shuk. The group he formed 
with a friend was doing “multicultural 
education about Jewish identity through 
music. It was a really wonderful 
project.” 

Yares mentioned that, through the 
auspices of the U.S. Embassy in Israel, 
he created a project called Focus Music, 
“and we were teaching American folk 
music to Jewish and Arab students, 
trying to see what kind of values could 
be extrapolated, and how they could 
understand their culture and society bet-

ter, and how they could understand 
American culture better. It was fun, 
because it was honest — it didn’t 
sugarcoat things in America and it 
didn’t sugarcoat things in Israel.”

Yares also was involved with 
Heartbeat, an Israeli and Palestinian 
youth music project, which created 
music through dialogue sessions. 

“That’s an extremely intense pro-
gram, as you can imagine, because 
we encourage everyone to come 
as they are and be as open as pos-
sible,” he said about the initiative, 
which took place mainly in Haifa 
and Jerusalem.

During his sojourn in the Jewish 
state, Yares learned Hebrew and 
also studied Arabic music, on a 
gap year program. He attended a 
Masa arts program in Arad, in the 
Negev Desert; and studied oud, the 
Middle Eastern lute, with Bedouin 
musicians, and “going to Jaffa once 
a week to study with Yair Dalal,” 
the renowned Israeli oud master.

Getting back to the Dead in 
Hebrew, the stuff of the Dec. 12 

concert, Yares said that he and Sagol 
59 got permission from Grateful Dead 
to do the Hebrew translations. 

“He does an incredible job with the 
translation,” Yares said of his Israeli 
partner. “He changes American loca-
tions [in the songs] to Israeli locations, 
so they have the same nuances. My 
favorite is, he takes ‘Mission in the 
Rain,’ the old Jerry Garcia song, and 
he changes it to ‘Nachlaot b’Geshim,’ 
Nachlaot is this magical neighborhood 

in Jerusalem, kind of like Haight-
Ashbury, or the Mission, was in San 
Francisco.”

Regarding the Hebrew Grateful Dead 
project, Yares says, “I can’t wait to help 
people learn Hebrew better through it. 
There’s an incredible educational pos-
sibility with it, and aside from that, it’s 
great music and just so much fun to do.”

***
Ami Yares and Khen Rotem (Sagol 

59) will perform Grateful Dead songs 
in Hebrew at 7:45 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
12 at the St. Paul JCC, 1375 St. Paul 
Ave. Tickets are $5 at the door, or 
online at: templeofaaron.org.

Gidi Meir Morris
Ami Yares: I can’t wait to help people 
learn Hebrew better.

Ami Yares and Sagol 59 sing 
Grateful Dead songs in Hebrew on 
their new CD, The Promised Land.

Grateful Dead, from right to left
Ami Yares, a musician and teacher, 
will be featured, with Sagol 59, in a 
Dec. 12 concert at the St. Paul JCC
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By BEN SALES

TEL AVIV (JTA) — His best friend 
remembered him starting up a children’s 
game on their senior school trip. His 
teacher retold the time he made Hebrew 
jokes on a whiteboard during class. His 
rabbi recalled him committing to study 
the entire Bible this year. His parents 
wrote of him reciting whole paragraphs 
of Harry Potter by heart.

And they all remembered his bright 
eyes and wide grin.

Family, friends and classmates 
couldn’t help but smile as they grieved 
for Ezra Schwartz, the 18-year-old 
American yeshiva student killed by a 
terrorist on Nov. 19 as he was volunteer-
ing in the Etzion settlement bloc in the 
West Bank. At a memorial service on 
Nov. 21 at Ben Gurion Airport, those 
who knew him described a young man 
with a relentless sense of humor and a 
magnetic personality who cheered up 
everyone around him.

“He was sweet, pure, very, very so-
cial — incredibly social both as a giver 
and as a taker,” said Schwartz’s rabbi, 
Yechiel Weisz. “He made everybody 
else happy, and he loved being around 
happy people.”

Schwartz, from Sharon, Mass., was a 
graduate of Boston’s modern Orthodox 
Maimonides School. He was spending 
the year in the central Israeli city of Beit 
Shemesh at Yeshivat Ashreinu, which 
combines Torah study with volunteer-

ing and hikes. He planned to attend 
Rutgers University next fall.

According to Ashreinu faculty, 
Schwartz and five classmates had gone 
to the Etzion bloc, south of Jerusalem, 
to beautify a nature reserve dedicated 
to the three Jewish teens kidnapped and 
killed by terrorists last year. A terrorist 
opened fire on them, killing Schwartz 
and wounding his classmates. The five 
wounded boys have returned to the 
United States; Schwartz’s body was 
flown home for a funeral on Nov. 22.

Four other people were killed in ter-
ror attacks that day in Israel.

“We were deeply saddened to learn 
about the death of Ezra Schwartz, an 
American citizen from Massachusetts 
who was murdered in a terrorist attack 
on [Nov. 19] while in Israel to pursue 
his studies,” the State Department 
said in a statement. “We extend our 
deepest condolences to the victim’s 
family, friends and community, as 
well as the family and friends of the 
four other people killed in [the day’s] 
tragic events.”

As Schwartz’s coffin sat at the air-
port, hundreds of friends and support-
ers gathered in the adjacent terminal, 
singing and crying arm in arm. Students 
from Ashreinu sat in a circle, singing 
soulful Jewish songs — usually re-
served for the end of Shabbat — focused 
on God’s protection. In the center of 
the circle lay an Israeli flag, a jersey 
from the New England Patriots football 

team and a bottle of Schwartz’s favorite 
drink — Schweppes Apple soda.

(The New England Patriots held a 
moment of silence to honor Schwartz 
prior to its “Monday Night Football” 
victory over the Buffalo Bills on Nov. 
23. Patriots owner Robert Kraft also 
paid a shiva visit to the family on 
Nov. 24.)

Schwartz’s uncle, Yoav Schwartz, 
spoke about when his nephew would 
put on costumes and goof around to en-
tertain his little cousins. When Schwartz 
was four years old, Yoav recalled, he 
recited the Four Questions at the family 
Passover seder — then stayed standing 
atop a chair, smiling widely with his 
eyes closed.

“He was someone who touched 
people wherever he went,” Yoav 
Schwartz said. “People were attracted 

to him by his sweet demeanor. He had 
a way of listening that communicated 
that he really cared.”

Whether as a camp counselor, ath-
lete or student, acquaintances said, 
Schwartz was always happy. His 10th-
grade Hebrew teacher, Efrat Lipshitz, 
told JTA that when he came unprepared 
for class once and had to complete 
Hebrew exercises on the whiteboard, 
he instead wrote sentences like “I’m 
cute” and “I want bourekas.”

A year earlier, Lipshitz taught a class 
that included Schwartz’s best friend. 
Though Schwartz wasn’t in the class 
himself, he would always pop in and 
say “I can’t be without him.”

Schwartz’s frivolity, said Lipshitz, 
ended when it came to caring for oth-
ers. When classmate Caleb Jacoby went 
missing last year, Lipshitz remembered 

Schwartz being one of the most ac-
tive student volunteers in the school’s 
search.

“He didn’t care if he had a test and 
he didn’t succeed,” she said. “He didn’t 
care about that stuff.” But when it came 
to finding Jacoby, she said, “He really 
cared about it. He took it hard.” Jacoby 
would turn up four days later.

Schwartz played baseball for four 
years at Maimonides and was an avid 
skier. He planned to join an Israeli 
baseball league in the spring. In an open 
letter read at the memorial service, his 
parents wrote that his passion for sports 
extended to wiffle ball, which he’d stay 
up playing with his three little brothers 
until late at night. Schwartz was also 
close with his older sister.

“There’s nothing more important 
than playing with your brothers until 
you’re too tired to move,” his parents 
wrote. “What a great kid. What a great 
life.”

Three months into his year at 
Ashreinu, Schwartz’s rabbis said he 
had started to channel his boisterous 
energy into serious pursuits. Crying, 
Ashreinu’s head rabbi, Gotch Yudin, 
recalled at the memorial service how 
Schwartz sat on his bed last week poring 
over the Bible and circling words he 
didn’t understand. On the morning of 
the day he was murdered, Yudin said, 
Schwartz had considered not volunteer-
ing because he was tired — but decided 
instead to sleep on the bus so he could 
contribute.

“Ezra came here to do kindness, 
Ezra came here to learn,” Yudin said 
in a tearful eulogy. “That’s what we 
have to do in Ezra’s memory. We have 
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Palestinian workers have been barred from entry

Ben Sales
Friends and classmates gather around the coffin of slain yeshiva 
student Ezra Schwartz at Ben Gurion Airport before it is flown back 
to Massachusetts. 

Slain American teen remembered for his energy, glowing smile
A terrorist killed 18-year-old yeshiva 
student Ezra Schwartz on Nov. 19 in 

a West Bank settlement bloc, where he 
was volunteering at a nature reserve 

of Israel in 1948, but the area fell to the 
Arabs in the War of Independence. The 
area was resettled following Israel’s 
victory in the 1967 Six-Day War.

Gush Etzion junction is a major 
commercial and transit hub for the 
southern West Bank. Buses pass 
through en route to Jerusalem and 
Hebron, while locals often use it as 
a hitchhiking spot. A strip mall has 
sprung up on its southwestern corner 
containing a supermarket, café, gas 
station and tire repair shop.

Many local Palestinians work in 
Jewish-owned homes and businesses, 
and Palestinians and Israelis shop and 
work together in the supermarket. Now 
an armored vehicle stands in front of 
the market, which is fenced off from 
the street, and Palestinian workers 
have been barred from entering the 
settlements.

Pairs of soldiers stand at each exit 
from the roundabout ready to check 
passing Palestinian cars. Concrete 
blocks sit in front of bus stops to 
guard against vehicular attacks. 
Overall, about 20 soldiers now patrol 
the junction, while the Israeli army is 

making some 30 arrests per week in 
nearby Palestinian villages to head off 
potential attacks.

The area’s seeming normalcy is 
what makes it such an attractive target, 
said an Israeli military commander 
stationed in the area. Beyond killing 
Israelis, he said, terrorists hope to turn 
a tranquil place into a war zone.

“This isn’t just about hurting 
people’s lives,” said the commander, 
who asked to remain anonymous 
per Israel Defense Forces protocol. 
“It symbolizes a fabric of life, and 
the steps we’re taking, from their 
perspective, represent a certain kind 
of success.”

The officer said his goal is to “mini-
mize the friction” in the area, but some 
residents want the army to go further. 
At a rally on Nov. 23 at the junction, 
hundreds of women demanded better 
security measures, with some speakers 
suggesting closing off the main roads 
to Palestinians.

“All of the roads of the bloc are 
roads meant only for Jews,” said Ruti 
Hasano, a resident of Kiryat Arba, a 
settlement south of Hebron, whose 
husband was killed last month when 
an assailant in a truck hit him. “They 

paved them for us. Before they paved 
these roads, [Palestinians] had their 
own paths. They should return to 
those paths.”

Shuli Mualem, a parliamentarian 
from the right-wing Jewish Home 
party, called on the government to 
launch a military operation in the 
West Bank and formally annex Gush 
Etzion to Israel.

“Arabs have nothing more to do in 
Gush Etzion,” said Mualem, who lives 
in the Gush settlement of Neve Daniel. 
“We’re stepping up the war on terror.”

But other settlers feel that more 
separation from their neighbors will 
only make matters worse, further 
alienating Palestinians and driving 
more of them to acts of terror.

“We should internalize that in Israel, 
as long as it exists, Jews will live 
together with non-Jews — most of 
whom will be Arabs,” Shalom Arbiv, a 
doctor who lives in Alon Shvut, wrote 
on the community’s email list. “We 
don’t need to turn the other cheek. But 
we also don’t need to act zealously, to 
no effect, and to continue poisoning 
the atmosphere.”

The mastermind of last month’s 
Paris attacks also planned to strike 
Jewish targets, Reuters reported, 
citing sources close to the inves-
tigation.

The plans by Belgian national 
Abdelhamid Abaaoud, disclosed 
in a confidential police witness 
statement, were leaked last week 
to the French magazine Valeurs 
Actuelles, Reuters reported last 
weekend.

According to the witness state-
ment, Abaaoud asked his cousin 
Hasna Ait Boulahcen to hide him 
while he prepared more attacks 
following the multiple strikes Nov. 
13 throughout Paris that killed at 
least 130 and wounded hundreds.

The attacks would target the 

Jewish community, the education 
system and the transportation 
system in Paris, according to the 
report citing Abaaoud.

Abaaoud told his cousin on Nov. 
15 of the new attacks that “they 
would do worse (damage) in dis-
tricts close to the Jews and would 
disrupt transport and schools,” 
according to the witness state-
ment. He also reportedly asked 
his cousin to buy two suits and 
two pairs of shoes for him and an 
accomplice so they could blend in 
in the commercial district that he 
would target next.

Abaaoud and Boulahcen died on 
Nov. 18 in a shootout with police in 
St. Denis, a northern Paris suburb.

Paris attacks mastermind 
planned attack on Jews as well

• SCHWARTZ / see page 20

• GUSH / from page 3

Stay updated and get a first glimpse of Jewish World stories at: AJWNews.com.

The Jewish Federations of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis have joined 
with the Jewish Federations of North 
America (JFNA) as participating 
communities in the JFNA National 
LGBTQ mission to Israel, which 
will take place May 26–June 2, 2016. 
The local chairs are Josh Ribnick 
Mann and Steve Greenberg.

The trip is described as an op-
portunity to “encounter Israel and 
Federation through a uniquely 
LGBTQ lens,” according to pro-
motional materials. Participants 
will experience the ancient streets of 
Jerusalem, the hotbed of innovation 
in Israel’s north, and the beaches and 
nightlife of Tel Aviv.

A festive opening dinner will 
feature Israeli President Reuven 
Rivlin, who has spoken out force-
fully in support of the Jewish state’s 
LGBTQ community.  

For information, visit: jewish-
federations.org/lgbtqmission or 
contact Alyssa Huck at: ahuck@
mplsfed.org.

Twin Cities to take part in
LGBTQ mission to Israel
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