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OUR GLOBAL NETWORK OF PARTNERS
AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION 
COMMITTEE

AMOS & CELIA HEILICHER MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH 
DAY SCHOOL

ARZA (ASSOCIATION OF REFORM ZIONISTS OF 
AMERICA) 

BAIS YAAKOV HIGH SCHOOL

BET SHALOM CONGREGATIONAL SCHOOL

ENRICHMENT, DEVELOPMENT, AND GROWTH 
FOR EDUCATORS

HILLEL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

ISRAEL CENTER OF THE MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH 
FEDERATION

THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR ISRAEL

JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL 
OF MINNESOTA AND THE DAKOTAS

JEWISH FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S 
SERVICE OF MINNEAPOLIS

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF THE UPPER MIDWEST

JFNA NATIONAL AGENCY ALLIANCE (TEN 
NATIONAL AGENCIES)

THE MASORTI MOVEMENT

NECHAMA: JEWISH RESPONSE TO DISASTER*

RIMON: THE MINNESOTA JEWISH ARTS COUNCIL

SABES JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

SHA’ARIM

SHIR TIKVAH CONGREGATIONAL SCHOOL

SHOLOM

TAGLIT-BIRTHRIGHT ISRAEL

TALMUD TORAH OF MINNEAPOLIS

TEMPLE ISRAEL CONGREGATIONAL SCHOOL

TORAH ACADEMY

TWIN CITIES JEWISH COMMUNITY GOVERNMENT 
AFFAIRS PROGRAM

*Non-funded provisional partner agency

OUR MISSION 
We build community, care for the welfare of 
Jews everywhere and maximize participation 
in Jewish life.

Minneapolis Jewish Life is a publication of 
the Minneapolis Jewish Federation 
13100 Wayzata Blvd., Suite 200 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 
952.593.2600 | jewishminneapolis.org

Did you know?HIGHLIGHTING LESSER-KNOWN BUT OH-SO-IMPORTANT PARTS OF FEDERATION

You may not have heard of  
Rimon: the Minnesota 
Jewish Arts Council, 
but Jewish artists and inno-

vators around the 
country have. 

David Harris, 
Rimon Director, 
receives calls on a 
regular basis asking how he was able 
to build such a successful organiza-
tion. Rimon is the only organization 
of  its kind in the United States, and 
David has watched the organization 
directly impact artists in the Twin Cit-
ies for twenty years. 

Since 1995, Rimon has been adding 
flavor to the local Jewish community 
with events, shows, and the more 
recently founded Artist Salons—but 
the organization’s work goes beyond 
hosting events for and by artists. Ri-
mon provides financial and marketing 
resources for artists to build careers in 
their home communities and creates 
opportunities, web-based platforms, 
and public forums for artists and 
audiences to engage each other. 

The Minneapolis Jewish Federation, 
recognizing that artists are an import-
ant—though often ignored—asset to 

our community, helped create Ri-
mon. Each year, Federation provides 
Rimon with an allocation that the 
small organization is able to more 
than quadruple, a prime example 
of  leveraging community dollars. 
Additionally, Rimon has found that 
their grantees are also doing incredi-
ble things with less money than they 
anticipated.

“Our budget is modest—we give 
away a max of  $3,000 yearly in our 
grant process,” says David, “but often 
ours is the grant that enables an artist 
or organization to get additional 
funding. And sometimes, $3,000 is all 
that’s needed to get a project going.”

David is especially enthusiastic about 
one of  the projects funded in Rimon’s 

last grant cycle, a 
Holocaust survivor’s 
story written by 
Rowan Pope and 
illustrated by Breck 
School students. 

With Rimon’s help, the story has 
been turned into a book to be used 
as a teaching tool in schools. “This 
book never would have happened 
without Rimon’s grant to support it,” 
says David. “We’re intensely proud to 

help this project succeed. It’s strong 
vindication for our grassroots method 
of  funding individuals and organiza-
tions, planting seeds from which tall 
oaks grow.”

what’s next from rimon

CALLING ALL TEEN JEWISH 
WRITERS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

Rimon is thrilled to be managing 
the Keren Or Creative Arts Contest 
for a second year. Minnesota Jewish 
students in grades 7-12 are invited 
to submit original poetry, prose, and 
photographs. The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday, February 6, 2015,  
5 p.m. Entries will be accepted at  
kerenorcontest.org. 

Prizes in each category are $100 for 
first place and $50 for second and 
third places. Winning entries will be 
published at the Keren Or website 
and in a special supplement to The 
American Jewish World. They will also 
be included in an exhibit of  Keren 
Or’s winning submissions at the Sabes 
JCC in spring of  2015.

SPRING ARTIST SALONS 

See page 18 for dates and times.

Six Chairs
A Holocaust Survivor’s Story

Written by Rowan Pope
Illustrated by Breck School Students

Nourishing Jewish life through the arts 

          Rimon: 
            The MN 
               Jewish 

            Arts  
             Council 



What’s Jewcy?
quick news and to dos

Want to go to Israel for free?

22-26 year olds: next summer is your op-
portunity to travel to Israel with a group of  
other Minnesotans—for free! It’s official: 
Federation is sponsoring a Taglit-Birth-
right Israel trip early next summer. Space 
is limited. Stay tuned for official details, or 
contact Ariel Biel at 952.417.2319 or abiel@
mplsfed.org. 

The new jewishminneapolis.org

Our new website is live! With the help of  
Grossman Design, not only does the new 
jewishminneapolis.org look incredible, we’re 
making it easy for community organizations 
to promote their events with our new, us-
er-friendly community calendar. Visit  
jewishminneapolis.org/community 
-events-calendar.

Three Minnesota organizations 
included in list of North 
America’s most innovative 
Jewish organizations

Slingshot (slingshotfund.org), a leading voice 
advocating for innovation in Jewish life, 
released its annual guide to innovative Jewish 
programming this fall. Of  the 114 programs 
chosen to be part of  the four Slingshot 
guides—the National, the DC Area Sup-
plement, the Midwest Supplement, and the 
Women’s & Girls Supplement—three Min-
nesota organizations were selected!  

Mazel tov to the chosen organizations:

Sabes JCC Inclusion Program 
A welcoming Jewish environment for peo-
ple of  all abilities, ages, and backgrounds.

Jewish Community Action 
Organizing the Jewish community to 
work for equality and justice.

Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts 
Council (a Federation initiative) 
Putting artists in the center of  Jewish 
community life through education, arts 
advocacy, residencies, and creative alli-
ances. Learn more on page 3. 

The next Minneapolis Jewish 
Federation CEO

The search for a new CEO is underway to 
recruit an executive who will build on the 
community’s tradition of  giving, innovation, 
and strong Jewish institutions to help shape 
the future of  Jewish Minneapolis. 

Gil Mann, a past president of  the Federa-
tion, is currently serving as Interim CEO.
The search committee, chaired by Mike 
Barry and overseen by the Jewish Federa-
tions of  North America’s Mandel Center for 
Leadership, is meeting this month to review 
candidates with outstanding interpersonal 
skills, proven track records of  success in 
financial resource development, strong busi-
ness acumen, and commitment to Israel and 
Jewish values. We will keep you updated as 
more information becomes available.
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Behind the scenes of  
changing lives

Our Federation staff and lay leaders have 
been hard at work this 2014-15 campaign 
year, rallying Federation supporters to 
inspire tzedakah. Here are just a few of  the 
highlights so far:

•	 Rabbi David Wolpe—regarded as 
one of  the most influential rabbis in 
the country—kicked off the 2014-15 
campaign year at our Annual Meet-
ing.

•	 Our Overseas Emergency Fund 
raised more than $535,000 from 
more than 360 donors.

•	 14 local women traveled with us 
to New York City for an incredibly 
powerful International Lion of  Judah 
Conference.

•	 Israel Ambassador to the United 
States Michael Oren inspired more 
than 200 guests at the King David 
Society and Pacesetter Dinner.

•	 More than 120 women, from both 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, showed 
their commitment to Federation at 
the Lion of  Judah Luncheon.

•	 The Minneapolis and St. Paul Feder-
ations were awarded $88,000 for our 
work overseas at Living Word Chris-
tian Center’s Night to Honor Israel.

•	 National Public Radio’s Legal Affairs 
Correspondant Nina Totenberg 
addressed over 500 people in atten-
dance at the Twin Cities Cardozo 
Society Annual Dinner.

Yashar koach to our community 
award honorees

This fall, Federation honored these men and 
women for their leadership, generosity, and 
support of  the Minneapolis Jewish commu-
nity. Yashar koach to our award honorees–
we’re proud to have you in our community!

Bill Pentelovitch and Phyllis Karasov

Sidney Barrows Lifetime  
Commitment Award 
Presented at the Twin Cities Cardozo Society 
15th Annual Dinner, October 30, 2014

Ron Garber

Arthur T. Pfefer Memorial Award 
Presented at the Twin Cities Cardozo Society 
15th Annual Dinner, October 30, 2014

Judy and Jon Harris

Arnie Lifson Lifetime Achievement 
Award 
Presented at the Minneapolis Jewish 
Federation King David Society and Pacesetter 
Dinner, September 9, 2014

Sally Abrams

Leon and Sylvia Sorkin Jewish 
Communal Professional Achievement 
Award 
Presented at the Minneapolis Jewish 
Federation’s 84th Annual Meeting,  
August 26, 2014

Kim Greene

Amos S. Deinard Award for 
Distinguished Leadership 
Presented at the Minneapolis Jewish 
Federation’s 84th Annual Meeting,  
August 26, 2014

Kim Greene

Bill Pentelovitch Phyllis Karasov

Ron Garber

Judy and Jon Harris

Sally Abrams
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Countless lights brighten our global Jewish community—from 
the generous donors who protect Jews around the world, to 
the families who benefit from Federation services, to the lead-
ers from Minneapolis to Minsk who keep Judaism alive. This 
Chanukah, we’re highlighting eight of  these lights.

Oksana & 
Vyacheslav  

Zolodyev 
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Oksana Zolodyev and her son  
Artur spent last summer sleeping in 
a potato crate in their basement.

“We lived in a state of  war, citizens being 
wounded on both sides,” Vyacheslav Zolo-
dyev, Oksana’s husband, says of  their home 
in Lugansk, Ukraine. “There was no one to 
protect us. There was no electricity, water 
supply was minimal and limited. The tele-
phones were off.” His 19-year-old daughter, 
Aleksandrina, moved to Israel alone to join 
the army. “Our girl in Israel was searching 
for us for two months, and we couldn’t get in 
contact with her,” he says. 

The Zolodyevs knew they needed to leave 
but couldn’t afford it. As Lugansk crumbled 
around them, they longed to make a home 
in Israel. 

Reading was their only entertainment, and 
in the rare moments when the shooting 
outside died down, Vyacheslav crept through 
the dark city to find batteries for their lamps. 

The Zolodyevs made the most of  their 
situation. Oksana and Vyacheslav organized 
Artur’s 16th birthday party in the basement. 
“There was one hour of  electricity,” says 
Oksana, smiling at the memory. “I quickly 
baked a cake and decorated it. We celebrat-
ed in the basement, even took pictures.”

Eventually, it became too much to bear. The 
family decided to join Aleksandrina in Israel. 

The journey wasn’t an easy one—Oksana 
recalls homes were destroyed before their 
eyes, tanks lined the roads threateningly, and 
the family was strip-searched repeatedly. The 
welcome in Israel was worth the long road. 

“We were surprised to receive such a warm 
welcome from members of  The Jewish 
Agency,” says Oksana. “We were very 
moved by the concern of  total strangers.” 
The Zolodyevs were in touch with Federa-
tion-supported The Jewish Agency for Israel 
as they prepared to leave Ukraine. They 
didn’t realize The Jewish Agency would be 
organizing so many details, including living 
arrangements, education for Artur, Hebrew 
immersion for the family, and immigration 
benefits.

“Artur is calming down now from all of  the 
horrors he has seen,” says Ziona Eisenstein, 
the Director of  The Jewish Agency Absorp-
tion Center assisting the Zolodyevs. “He’s 
dreamed of  coming to Israel, but what he 
gets today is beyond his expectations. That’s 
what he tells me.”

Vyacheslav, Oksana, Artur, and Aleksan-
drina are eternally grateful to The Jewish 
Agency for making their journey as painless 
as possible. “It’s a dream for a person from 
Lugansk to come to this place, to Israel. And 
not everyone is blessed with this opportuni-
ty. Only those who have the right to make 
aliyah,” says Oksana. She smiles. “This is our 
home—our one and only home.”

“ 
“ It’s a dream 

for a person 
from Lugansk 
to come to 
this place, to 
Israel....This 
is our home, 
our one and 
only home. 

1&2
Oksana & 

Vyacheslav  
Zolodyev 

Oksana and her son Artur in the potato crate where they slept while waiting to make aliyah.
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At just two years old, Morgan 
Schwehm* was diagnosed with 
cancer.

When her parents, Liz and Jeremy, heard 
the news, all of  their other worries seemed 
negligible—including the 90-mile drive 
to the closest synagogue. Before Morgan’s 
diagnosis, the Schwehms considered making 
the lengthy drive each week to bring Morgan 
and their older daughter, Meg, to Sunday 
school—but now travel seemed impossible. 

However, thanks to PJ Library, a Jewish 
education for the girls was not out of  the 
question. PJ Library delivers high-quality 
children’s literature with Jewish themes by 
mail to subscribing families at no cost.

By kindling an early love of  Jewish learning, 
PJ Library strengthens children’s connec-
tions to their cultural and religious heritage 
to more than 100,000 families across nearly 
200 communities.

The books that arrive at the Schwehm house 
each month are the only Jewish education 
the girls receive outside of  instruction from 

their mother, and they offer a fun and wel-
come respite from the pressures of  Morgan’s 
illness.

Morgan recently spent two weeks in the hos-
pital receiving treatment, and she brought 
a handful of  books with her and games to 
keep by her bed. Among them was the PJ Li-
brary Chanukah book Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel, 
which she insisted that her parents read to 
her dozens of  times.

“My kids love the books, and I’m happy that 
we get them,” said Liz. “It’s nice to have 
something fun that comes in the mail. It 
helps them feel connected to a Jewish com-
munity beyond our home.”

PJ Library is made possible in the Minneap-
olis Jewish community through the support 
of  the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, Harry 
and Sandy Lerner, the Minneapolis Jewish 
Federation, and Jewish Family and  
Children’s Service of  Minneapolis. 

*Names have been changed to maintain 
privacy

Morgan  
Schwehm*

Leave your legacy

Morgan reads Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel while receiving treatment in the hospital.

“ 
“ 

My kids love 
the books....
It helps 
them feel 
connected 
to a Jewish 
community 
beyond our 
home.
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“The world stands on three things: 
Torah, prayer, and acts of loving 
kindness.” —Pirkei Avos Mishnah

Francie and Barry grew up in small Jewish 
communities; Francie in Wausau, Wisconsin, 
and Barry in St. Paul, Minnesota. Both of  
their parents were leaders in their respec-
tive Jewish communities. Francie and Barry 
connected with their Jewish roots at different 
stages in their lives. For Francie, it began 
when she attended Herzl camp.

“It changed my life!” she says of  the four 
consecutive summers she was a camper at 
Herzl. “Herzl is where I made my first Jew-
ish connection. It kindled my Jewish spirit.”

For Barry, it happened on a Federation 
mission to Israel in 2001, where he traveled 
with several rabbis from the Minneapolis 
Orthodox community. Barry connected with 
and was inspired by their knowledge and 
passion for Judaism. Since returning from 
Israel, Barry has studied weekly with these 
same rabbis.

Francie has been studying for the last seven 
years at the Chabad in Minnetonka. “Most 
of  us know what we know about Judaism as 
a result of  what we were taught as children 
in Sunday school. There is so much more to 

learn and so many people willing to teach 
you!” she says. 

Francie and Barry support Federation, Sho-
lom Home, Jewish education, Jewish camps, 
and Israel. As Barry says, “Through our 
Jewish study we have begun to understand 
the Pirkei Avos Mishnah which teaches, 
‘The world stands on three things: Torah, 
prayer, and acts of  loving kindness.’”

A Charitable Checkbook

“About a year ago Mort Naiman came to us 
to discuss a donor-advised fund as an easy 
way to manage our giving. He used the term 
‘charitable checkbook,’ which really resonat-
ed with us,” explains Barry. Upon learning 
how easy and seamless it was to set up a 
fund as a vehicle for giving, they established 
a donor-advised fund and an endowment 
fund through Federation.

“It’s easy, and a wonderful way to give,” 
explains Francie.

Barry and Francie would like to thank their 
parents for the example they set of  giving 
generously to the Jewish community. They 
are proud to pass this legacy on to their 
children Adam and Cori, Cori’s husband, 
Gena Levin, and their two children, Zoraya 
and Bexy.

Leaving a legacy 
is a simple way to 
ensure our Jewish 
community remains 
vibrant and strong 
for your grandchil-
dren, their children, 
and beyond. To 
learn more, visit 
jewishminneapolis.
org/foundation

Leave your legacy

4&5
Francie & 

Barry Ross

Barry and Francie Ross with their granddaughters Zoraya and Bexy Levin 



At the age of 16, Zsuzsa walked into 
a Jewish cemetery for her father’s 
funeral.

That moment, she says, is when she learned 
she was Jewish.

In Hungary, where Zsuzsa was born and 
raised, Jews routinely grow up unaware of  
their religion. “After the Holocaust,” says 
Zsuzsa, “Jews were taught to whisper when 
they said they were Jewish.” Eventually, 
many people just stopped practicing Juda-
ism—including Zsuzsa’s family.

Zsuzsa has been on a Jewish journey since 
her father’s death and has gradually em-
braced her history, religion, and culture.

Today, Zsuzsa is helping thousands of  young 
Hungarians on their own Jewish journies. As 

the Director of  the Balint Jewish Communi-
ty Center (JCC) in Budapest and the Educa-
tional Director of  the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee-Lauder Camp in 
Szarvas, Hungary, Zsuzsa runs camps and 
educational programs that teach children 
that their Judaism should be celebrated. 

“The camps are not only fun, they’re an 
incubator of  leadership,” she says. “The 
campers become counselors and get involved 
in the Jewish community as adults.”

“The Minneapolis community is really sup-
porting us,” says Zsuzsa. “Because of  you, I 
have six and seven year olds teaching their 
parents what it means to be Jewish.”

Zsuzsa 
Fritz

6
Watch hundreds of  young Hungarian Jews have 
the time of  their lives at Jewish summer camp.  
jewishminneapolis.org/laudercamp 

Clap Along
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8
Your involvement in Federation—
whether you’re a donor, a volunteer, 
or just enjoy the services of our 
Jewish community—is contributing 
to a vibrant Jewish Minneapolis and 
safety for Jews around the world.

Without you, Minneapolis Jewish Life would 
be an entirely different publication—there 

would be no stories of  lives changed, no 
news of  exciting Jewish opportunities around 
Minneapolis. So thank you for keeping the 
pages of  this magazine exciting and inspir-
ing, for making sure we have stories to tell, 
and—most importantly—for making 
the world a better place.  

YOU

7
On November 29, 2004, Debbie 
Stillman wiped her hands on her 
apron, surveying the landscaping work she 
had just completed at Mevetzaret Tzion, an 
Ethiopian absorption center in Jerusalem. 

On November 29, 2014, Debbie had the 
opportunity to visit Mevetzaret Tzion again.

“I brought the apron I received ten years 
ago,” says Debbie. “I think it sends a power-
ful message: ten years later, we’re still here. 
The work is never done.” 

Since the early 1950s, Federation partners 
have helped more than 40,000 Ethiopian 
Jews immigrate to Israel, rescuing them from 
persecution as a result of  their Judaism. 
Absorption centers like Mevetzaret Tzion 
ensure that new Ethiopians receive the 

education and resources necessary to lead 
successful lives in their new home.

Debbie, Director of  Women’s and Inter-
generational Philanthropy at Federation, 
visited Mevetzaret Tzion twice as part of  
two separate missions to Israel, the most 
recent being Jewish Women’s Renaissance 
Project Momentum Trip for Women locally 
cosponsored by Aish Minnesota and the 
Minneapolis Jewish Federation. “The Ethi-
opian story is unique because not only do 
these new immigrants need help absorbing 
into Israeli society, they essentially need help 
moving into modern society,” says Debbie. 
“I’m proud that, through our efforts, we’re 
ensuring that kids like Avital lead successful 
and productive lives in Israel.”

*Name changed to protect privacy

Avital*

Thanks to Momentum Mission participant Leslie Parker for her beautiful photo. To see more of Leslie’s 
photos and Debbie’s story from their visit to Mevetzeret Tzion, please visit jewishminneapolis.org/avital

“ 
“ 

Ten years 
later, we’re 
still here. 
The work is 
never done.
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Three new community collaborations for 2014-15
THE WORLD IS CHANGING. Philanthropy is changing. The way 
we as Jews interact with our community is changing.

In response, Federation is changing too.

Over the last few years, Federation worked with our donors, local partners, and organi-
zations to more clearly articulate our community’s vision and plan for how to realize this 
vision. Out of  this process we defined six community initiatives (see below) that encapsu-
late our vision of  a dynamic and caring Jewish community with an emphasis on building 
the Jewish future.

Federation is allocating and raising funds to specifically plan for, invest in, and evaluate 
programs that  will bring these initiatives to life.

To start, we’ve funded and spearheaded three innovative community-wide collabora-
tions that will impact people from Minneapolis to Israel: Partnership2Gether, Twin 
Cities Moishe House, and Yachad. (Read all about them on the following pages.)

We’re still addressing and supporting core needs in the Minneapolis and global Jewish 
communities—that’s our past, our future, our bread and butter —and we’re proud to be 
able to impact the lives of  so many in need.

For the official community initiatives, visit jewishminneapolis.org/initiatives

Young Adult Engagement. Create a local Jewish community that is a wel-
coming, inclusive, dynamic, and attractive destination for young Jewish adults 
and which engages them in a continuum of  Jewish offerings and experiences.

Jewish Education for Teens. Develop, launch, and support a communi-
ty-wide, collaborative post-b’nai mitzvah Jewish education program combining 
formal and informal learning which engages local teenagers in Jewish life.

Israel & Global Jewish Travel. Increase participation by Minneapolis 
Jewish community members in transformative travel experiences to Israel and 
other overseas Jewish communities which deepen their engagement with the 
Jewish community.

Minneapolis-Israel Community Partnership. Develop a communi-
ty-wide, collaborative partnership between the Minneapolis Jewish community 
and a region of  Israel to create ongoing and meaningful connections with 
Israelis and Israel.

Leadership Institute. Create a leadership institute to provide effective, 
future lay leadership for the local Jewish community.

Philanthropic Curriculum. Create a philanthropic curriculum  for all ages 
which raises awareness of  the need for Jewish philanthropy and teaches how to 
achieve goals to increase local Jewish philanthropy.

COMMUNITY INITIATIVES: A SUMMARY
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Three new community collaborations for 2014-15

background  Federation is 
excited to initiate a new partnership 
with the Israeli city of  Rehovot through 
Partnership2Gether, a program of  The 
Jewish Agency for Israel. This part-
nership will strengthen our connection 
to Israel and build a stronger sense of  
Jewish peoplehood for participants in 
both cities by fostering enduring and 
meaningful relationships. 

Known for its orange groves and boom-
ing technology industry, Rehovot was 
chosen by a team of  volunteers from 
Minneapolis who traveled to Israel last 
summer and unanimously selected Re-
hovot as the best fit for our community.

“Minneapolis and Rehovot have many 
similarities that will benefit students 
and teachers in both regions,” said 
Kim Gedan, member of  the selection 
committee. “Also, Rehovot has strong 
government and community lay leaders 
who will be easy to work with to iden-
tity and develop a collaborative and 
cohesive partnership.”

“The beauty of  P2G is the flexibility 
we have in creating and supporting 
programs that touch each of  our com-
munity’s priorities,” said Eilat Harel, 
Director of  the Israel Center of  the 

Minneapolis Jewish Federation, “Ob-
viously, this partnership will strengthen 
our community’s connection to Israel, 
but the possibilities for engaging the 
next generation, enhancing leadership 
opportunities, and opening doors for 
philanthropy are abundant. On the 
flip side, Rehovot will develop a better 
appreciation for the effort it takes to 
maintain a vibrant Jewish community 
in the Diaspora, information they can 
use to build a resurgence of  Judaism in 
their own society.”

what’s next  Upcoming 
programs may include connecting 
Minneapolis students and Rehovot 
students by pairing classrooms, bringing 
Taglit-Birthright trip participants from 
Minneapolis to Rehovot, and sending 
shlichim (emissaries) from Rehovot to 
local camps.

fun fact!  The future 
has arrived! 3D printing is changing 
the way we produce objects, making 
many processes and products cheap-
er and faster. One of  the companies 
leading the way for this new technology 
is Stratisys, founded in—you guessed 
it—Rehovot, Israel, with an additional 
headquarters right here in Eden Prairie.

partnership2gether (p2g)

ISRAEL

TEL AVIV

JERUSALEM

REHOVOT

The particle accelerator at 
the Weizmann Institute of 
Science in Rehovot, Israel

Rehovot is a city in the 
Center District of Israel,  

12 miles south of Tel Aviv.



moishe house
background  A group of  
young adults who don’t know each oth-
er, living together in a house where they 
host regular Jewish programming—
sounds like reality TV, right?  

Well, this innovative concept is as fun as 
a reality show, but, much more serious-
ly, actually creates vibrant, peer-based 
Jewish communities and learning op-
portunities for young adults while lever-
aging existing community resources.

Seventy-two Moishe Houses currently 
operate in 17 countries, and the Twin 
Cities is ready to create house number 
73 with the help and funding from 
the Minneapolis Jewish Federation. 
Through social activities and other 
programming created by the residents, 
Moishe House’s innovative model 

trains, supports, and sponsors young 
Jewish leaders as they create vibrant 
home-based communities for them-
selves and their peers.

what’s next  Twin Cities 
Moishe House is looking for tenants 
ages 22-30! In addition to a monthly 
programming stipend, residents receive 
rent subsidies. Moishe House staff have 
signed-up some residents, are meeting 
other prospective residents and plan-
ning for a spring unveiling of  the Twin 
Cities Moishe House.

move in!  Interested in building 
this fun Jewish environment or know 
someone who might be? Contact Eve 
Lowinger, Midwest Regional Director, 
at eve@moishehouse.org.

participants become more engaged in activities that 
connect them with their jewish peers

I feel like I belong to a 
Jewish community

I particpate in additional 
activities for Jewish adults

43%
72%

50%
76%

74%
51%

I know how to get involved in  
activities/organizations of interest

before becoming involved with moishe house

now

key

I know what it means to 
live an active Jewish life 

I live a very active 
Jewish adult life

I want to learn more about 
Jewish history and culture

87%
60%

81%
56%

82%
60%

residents of moishe house report an increase in 
interest in and knowledge of jewish life
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background  The Sabes 
JCC auditorium sounded more like 
a pep rally than the beginning of  an 
evening of  Jewish education. But when 
Rabbi Alexander Davis and Rabbi 
David Locketz teed up the Shehechiyanu, 
the tone changed. More than 250 high 
school students stopped mid-conversa-
tion, looked up from their phones, and 
blessed the moment in unison.

The Shehechiyanu, prayer for new begin-
nings, was appropriate for the occasion. 
Students from across Minneapolis syn-
agogues and movements gathered for 
the first session of  Yachad, the collabo-
rative new education program designed 
to further high school students’ Jewish 
education experience beyond their bar 
or bat mitzvah. An unprecedented 14 
organizations, spearheaded and funded 
by Federation, collaborated to make 
Yachad a reality. 

“This moment was a dream come 
true,” said Dana Kanter Prottas, Di-
rector of  Yachad. “When I looked out 
from the stage and saw the auditorium 
filled with eager teens, I knew that put-
ting our efforts into teen engagement 
was the key to building a strong Jewish 
community for the future.”

In its first year, Yachad is using an inno-
vative technique to build a foundation 
for future years. Students are split into 
groups based on a topic they find inter-
esting–ranging from sports, dance, and 
humor to child psychology, politics, and 
law. Over the course of  this year’s six 
sessions, and with the help of  a mentor, 
each group of  students will develop a 
Jewish program based on their theme. 
Toward the end of  the year, a panel 
of  local Jewish professionals, including 

local weatherman extraordinaire Sven 
Sundgaard and Shark Tank winner 
Rabbi Moshe Weiss (inventor of  one 
of  the show’s success stories, the Sound 
Bender), will turn some ideas into offer-
ings for future years of  Yachad.  

what’s next  The Yachad 
team is busy planning for the launch 
of  its school program for the 2015-16 
year—a year ahead of  schedule. “The 
community wants to see Yachad get 
up and running,” says Prottas. The 14 
Yachad partners voted to accelerate the 
opening of  the full Yachad program 
launch by a year, which has many fam-
ilies of  teens quite enthusiastic. “We’re 
excited to see this new program take-
off and look forward to the new Jewish 
opportunities for our teens,” said Dori 
Weinstein, parent of  a tenth grader.

Next fall Yachad will offer a wide range 
of  programs and courses for teens. 
Highlights include opportunities for col-
lege credit and certificates, innovative 
hands-on learning, and social oppor-
tunities including a full healthy (and 
Kosher) dinner. The goal of  Yachad 
is to bring Jewish learning to life. “We 
want our teens to be actively engaged 
in the learning process,” says Prottas. It 
is in this way that Yachad will continue 
to create new connections for more 
Shehechiyanu moments.

For additional information, visit  
 yachadmn.org.

yachad

Yachad leadership: Rabbi 
David Locketz of Bet Shalom 

Congregation, Interim President 
Jed Stillman, Director of Yachad 
Dana Kanter Prottas, and Rabbi 

Alexander Davis of Beth El 
Synagogue



Chanukahin the Land of 10,000Latkes

Nosh
Land of 10,000 Latkes
Looking for your go-to latke? We’ve tak-
en out the guess work by taste-testing 
our way around the Twin Cities’ latke 
scene. Check out the results at  
jewishminneapolis.org/latkes

Though Chanukah isn’t technically a major Jewish holiday, we 
can’t say no to an opportunity to eat fried treats and join in the 
spirit of giving that’s so prevalent this time of year. Here are a 
few tips for celebrating the Festival of Lights.
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Tradition!
We Jews are all about tradition—
we love these ideas for Chanukah 
traditions that give back.

Supermarket Tzedakah
Take your family to the grocery store 
for some friendly competition and 
serious tzedakah: give each team/family 
member a set amount of  money to 
purchase non-perishable goods for a 
family in need. Whoever spends their 
money most efficiently wins—and so 
does the food shelter where you donate 
the items.

Eight nights, eight traditions
Assign a category to each night: ex-
change books on the first night, make 
sufganyot the second night, go out to 
dinner the third night, give to your 
favorite charity the fourth night, ex-
change homemade gifts the fifth night. 
The possibilities are endless!

Scratch-off dreidel
Give your family game of  dreidel a 
twist: play for scratch-off lottery tickets. 
Bonus points if  the winner uses their 
winnings for tzedakah!

Volunteer
What do Jews do on Christmas?
 Who among us hasn’t been asked 
that question? This year, have a good 
answer: volunteer. We’ve rounded 
up some Christmas volunteer opportu-
nities in our community. Visit jewish-
minneapolis.org/christmas for more 
details!

Sip
Have you tried AVIV 613 vodka? 
Produced in Tzfat, Israel, this certified 
Kosher vodka’s headquarters are here 
in Minneapolis. Toast the Festival of  
Lights, support Israel, and shop local 
all in one sip. L’chaim!

The Winter Cocktail (TO TOAST 
HAPPY MEMORIES)

2 oz. AVIV 613 vodka
1 oz. blue Curaçao
2 oz. white cranberry  
    juice
1/2 oz. simple syrup
Lime 
Blueberries for garnish

Combine vodka, Curaçao, 
cranberry juice, and simple 
syrup in a cocktail shaker filled 
with ice.

Shake to chill. Strain into 
a sugar rimmed martini glass and 
garnish with blueberries. Top with a 
squeeze of  lime juice.

See
The Chanukah Guest:  
A play by Jenna Zark
Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company 
Showing through December 21

This heartwarming play tells the 
story of  Bubba Brayna, renowned for 
making the best potato latkes every 
Chanukah. Come see what happens 
when an unexpected visitor makes this 
year’s holiday one not soon forgotten. 
Appropriate for children ages 3 and 
up. Tickets at mnjewishtheatre.org.

Give
Be someone’s miracle
At Federation, we’re thankful for your 
support in making great miracles 
happen around the world. Check your 
mailbox (the snail mail one!) for an 
opportunity to give this Chanukah 
season, or visit our website at 
jewishminneapolis.org.

A GREAT MIRACLE 
HAPPENED HERE

AND HERE

“Thanks to your help, 
Narmia has a warm 
meal today,” says 
Natalia as she pre-
pares breakfast for 

her granddaughter. 
With help from Federation Na-
talia can afford fresh groceries 
to keep Narmia healthy.

“These rides are a life-
saver,” Leah tells the 
volunteer who drives 
her to a doctor’s ap-
pointment. Without 
the reliable transporta-
tion made available through your 
generosity, Leah would be home-
bound and unable to stay on top of  
her health issues.



COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR

JANUARY 2015

6 CALL FOR CHANGE PHONE-A-THON | 6 - 9 PM
MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH FEDERATION | 952.417.2335

11 CALL FOR CHANGE PHONE-A-THON | 11 AM - 2 PM
MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH FEDERATION | 952.417.2335

18 CULTURE BLVD IV PRESENTS 
HANOCH PIVEN 
1:30 PM HANDS-ON WORKSHOP
7:30 PM SEEING FACES LECTURE
SABES JCC | $12 TICKETS

The colorful and witty 
illustrations of  Israeli illustrator 
Hanoch Piven have appeared in magazines and newspapers 
such as Time, Newsweek, Rolling Stone, and The London Times. 
Hanoch Piven is presented in partnership with the 2015 
Twin Cities Jewish Humor Festival.

22 CALL FOR CHANGE PHONE-A-THON | 6 - 9 PM
MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH FEDERATION | 952.417.2335

  

APRIL 2015

19 RIMON PRESENTS JOEL CARTER
EDINA ARTS CENTER | 2 PM

Joel Carter creates temporary 
rock structures that seek out new 
balances and seem to belong to 
the earth. His installations grow 
out of  his personal concern (as the 
child of  a Holocaust survivor) and 
professional interest (as a palliative care physician) for the 
process of  healing. Liba Zweigbaum Herman joins Joel for 
a Salon discussion of  his art.

  

MARCH 2015

1 RIMON PRESENTS MARINA RUBIN
MOSCOW ON THE HILL | 4 PM

Marina Rubin is part of  the tidal 
wave of  Jewish émigrés from the 
former Soviet Union using their 
adopted tongues to make sense 
of  American immigrant realities. 
Joining Marina in discussion will 
be a writer from Jewish Daily Forward. Marina Rubin is 
presented in co-sponsorship with the Twin Cities Jewish 
Book Festival.

12 MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH FEDERATION  
WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY 365 EVENT | 6:30 PM
Celebrating women in the community who give $1/day to 
change lives and make the world a better place.  
Details TBA.

26 CULTURE BLVD IV PRESENTS  
LIHI LAPID
SABES JCC | 7:30 PM | $12 TICKETS
Lihi Lapid is an author and 
journalist who writes about 
contemporary women’s issues. 
Her popular column has 
appeared in Tel Aviv’s Yediot 
Ahronot weekend edition for the past ten years. 

Lihi Lapid’s appearance is cosponsored by Beth El 
Women’s League, The Masorti Fund of  Adath Jesurun 
Congregation, Minneapolis Jewish Federation Women’s 
Philanthropy, National Council of  Jewish Women Greater 
Minneapolis Section, and Temple Israel Sisterhood.

  

TZEDAKAH BOWL is on hiatus during construction of the new Vikings Stadium.

WHAT ARE CALL FOR CHANGE AND SUPER SUNDAY?
Join volunteers and staff in thanking donors and raising critical 
funds to save and change lives. Let us know when you can help! 
Register online at jewishminneapolis.org/call4change. Questions? 
Contact Evan Stern at estern@mplsfed.org or 952.417.2335.

THE NEW COMMUNITY CALENDAR IS LIVE

There's always something Jewish happening in the Twin Cities—and now it's simpler than ever to find your place 
in our vibrant Jewish community.  Visit the new community calendar at jewishminneapolis.org/calendar

FEBRUARY 2015

5 CALL FOR CHANGE PHONE-A-THON | 6 - 9 PM
MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH FEDERATION | 952.417.2335

12 CALL FOR CHANGE PHONE-A-THON | 11 AM - 2 PM
MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH FEDERATION | 952.417.2335

22 SUPER SUNDAY
ONE DAY. 
ONE COMMUNITY.
MAKE A WORLD OF 

DIFFERENCE.

  

SABES JCC 
RSVP at 952.417.2335 or
jewishminneapolis.org/call4change
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“I’m going to make a picnic!” an-
nounced my three-year-old daughter, 
Noah.

My husband Andy and I were tidying 
up our kitchen, happy that Noah had 
found a way to amuse herself  while 
we tackled the daunting pile of  dishes 
crowding our sink. Seth, our one-
year-old son, did his part by banging 
Tupperware together.

Noah very carefully laid a blanket 
flat on the kitchen floor and found 
little plates, silverware, and play food 
amongst our pile of  toys. After every-
thing was placed just perfectly, she 
insisted that her daddy join her on the 
floor to eat. 

My husband sat down cross-legged 
on the blanket across from Noah and 
enthusiastically pretended like he was 
eating the food. Before Andy could 
wipe the Fisher Price corn away from 
his mouth, Noah loudly proclaimed, 
“Daddy, you forgot to say the bracha 
(blessing)!” 

At that moment the value of  Jewish 
learning came alive in the most beauti-
ful and unforgettable way.

We live in a world filled with unlimited 
choices: we can hand-pick each feature 
for our new cars, choose the colors and 
patterns for our Nike running shoes, 
and download countless apps to make 

our smartphones uniquely our own. 
As Jewish parents who believe in the 
importance of  lifelong Jewish learning, 
beginning with early childhood educa-
tion, my husband and I feel fortunate 
to be living in a community that allows 
us to handpick our family’s Jewish 
experiences. 

We know that as our children grow 
older they will have so many opportu-
nities to continue their Jewish educa-
tion—both formally through the wide 
range of  quality day and supplemental 
schools—and informally through sum-
mer camps, youth groups, the Sabes 
Jewish Community Center (JCC), and 
eventually Israel travel experiences. 
It’s my hope that Jewish preschool will 
pave the way for many future Jewish 
choices in Noah and Seth’s lives.

Noah began attending the Sabes JCC’s 
Early Childhood Center when she was 
just three months old. It was there that 
she learned to light the Shabbat candles 
and enjoy the sweet taste of  challah ev-
ery Friday morning. At two-and-a-half, 

we transferred her to the preschool at 
our synagogue. Their curriculum is 
rich with Jewish content, from Hebrew 
lessons and weekly Havdalah to holi-
day art projects and musical Shabbats. 
Noah’s knowledge of  Jewish holidays 
and traditions began to flourish. It 
wasn’t long before we were singing 
Jewish songs as a family and celebrat-
ing Shabbat every single Friday night at 
our home. 

But back to the picnic. My husband 
apologized for his oversight and asked 
Noah if  she could lead the prayer. 
Together, the two of  them recited the 
blessing over the bread, Seth humming 
the tune in the background. That’s the 
true value of  Jewish learning. 

Lisa Furman is a proud Jewish mother of  
two and the Marketing + Communications 
Manager at the Minneapolis Foundation.

WHAT’S YOUR STORY? Why are you proud to be part of  our 
Jewish community? We would love to feature your story in an upcoming 
issue of  Minneapolis Jewish life, whether you write it yourself  or we interview 
you. Let’s talk! Send us an e-mail at mplsjewishlife@mplsfed.org.

PICNICS, PRESCHOOLS, & PRAYERS
By Lisa Furman

JEWISH MINNEAPOLIS: YOUR STORIES

A mother witnesses the true value of Jewish learning 
come alive as her children play.

Noah and her friend Joee at Aleph 
Preschool Musical Family Shabbat
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SUPER SUNDAY

2.22.2015
ONE DAY. 
ONE COMMUNITY.
MAKE A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE.

Hosted at Sabes JCC

Introducing  Tzedakah League:This year at Super Sunday, your favorite organization will benefit even more from your volunteer efforts. jewishminneapolis.org/supersunday


