
DESIGNATED GIVING OPPORTUNITY

The Minneapolis Jewish Federation 
partners with the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) 
to provide a lifeline of support to 
thousands of destitute elderly Jews in 
the former Soviet Union (FSU). We are 
providing the critical assistance they 
need to survive, including hunger relief, 
medicine and companionship and a 
connection to the Jewish community. 
JDC’s Elderly Welfare Program in the 
FSU ensures that over 149,000 elderly 
Jews have their basic needs met so that 
they can live and age with dignity. 

Why Elderly Welfare Programs 
in the FSU:
Twenty years after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, countries across the 
region still lack coherent social safety 
net strategies for the poor. Elderly Jews 
who have little or no family to support 
them and live off meager pensions 
averaging $250/month are forced to 
choose between food, medicine and 
paying their utility bills. Today these 
elderly Jews, many of whom are 
Holocaust survivors, face severe poverty, 
illness and isolation. Their only hope for 
a better life is the support of the North 
American Jewish community.

How We Are Changing Lives:
Through the JDC Elderly Welfare 
Program in the FSU, we enable the 
world’s most impoverished Jews to age 
with a measure of dignity by providing 
them with assistance to ensure that their 
basic needs are met, including: 

•  Homecare for homebound,  
isolated elderly

•  Nutritious meals and groceries

•  Medical care

•  Winter relief (such as heating fuel, 
winter blankets or assistance with 
utility bills)

•  Supplementary services (such as day 
centers, essential minor home repairs 
and one-time emergency assistance)

JDC delivers this aid in 2,615 locations 
through 162 Hesed Relief Centers that 
are staffed by professionals and 
volunteers — including many seniors 
who are grateful for the support they 
get and are eager to give back to their 
community.

How You Can Help:
You can help to ensure compassionate and quality care for the 
most vulnerable members of the global Jewish community. 
A donation of $1,750 will support the critical and life-saving 
homecare needs of an elderly person in the FSU for one year.

Elizaveta lives alone in a one-room 
apartment in a bad neighborhood in 
Kiev, Ukraine. Her husband and two 
sons have all passed away. 

A year ago, Elizaveta fell and broke 
her hip, and she is still recovering. 
She keeps her food next to her bed 
and only gets up when her Hesed 
homecare worker is there to help her. 

“When I was in the hospital with my 
broken hip, my homecare worker 
brought me food, sheets and 
medicine,” Elizaveta recalls. “Today, 
she helps me with my cooking.  
When there is no food, she brings 
food from her own house. She’s a  
very good person.” 

CREATE A COMMUNITY OF SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

STRENGTHEN OUR CONNECTION TO ISRAEL AND
GLOBAL JEWISH PEOPLEHOOD

ENGAGE THE NEXT GENERATION IN JEWISH LIFE

ENHANCE AND DEEPEN THE COMMITMENT 
TO PHILANTHROPY

BROADEN LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE

We work with people and partners
everywhere who support our
community’s five strategic priorities: 

HUNGER RELIEF & CRITICAL CARE FOR THE 
ELDERLY IN THE FORMER SOVIET UNION
Providing a lifeline of support to the  
world’s most impoverished elderly Jews

A LIFELINE FOR 
ELIZAVETA 


