
 
I am pleased to report that the Minnesota Student Association passed a resolution last night that 
was put forward by the Jewish students as an amendment to the BDS resolution proposed by the 
Palestinian students.  The leaders of the Jewish students did marvelous, intelligent work and 
planning that made it possible for this to happen.   
 
In short summary, references to Israel and to the companies that the Palestinians objected to were 
all eliminated from the resolution.  The Jewish students used their intelligence and diplomacy 
skills in working through this comprised amendment.   
 
The Palestinian students vehemently opposed and voted against the resolution as amended and 
that was passed.  In fact, the Palestinians said that they would remove all of the sponsors’ names 
as the resolution as passed is totally objectionable to them.   
 
As I sat in the auditorium watching the final arguments being made and then hearing the vote, I 
could not have been prouder of the work these Jewish students have done and the work that 
Minnesota Hillel and the JCRC put into this effort. 
 
I commented that clearly the “Yiddesha Cup” prevailed.  The Palestinian students argued in their 
final comments that the Jewish students had somehow taken control over the entire proceedings. 
 
Fortunately, a third-year University of Minnesota law student ran the meeting with wonderful 
parliamentary knowledge.  I thanked the individual after for his excellent work and he told me 
that after he graduates from the law school this spring, he will be clerking for Federal Judge 
Erickson.   
 
Benjie Kaplan, Executive Director of Minnesota Hillel, and Ethan Roberts of the JCRC were 
extremely helpful in working with the Jewish students.   
 
Unfortunately, the police had to be called at the end of the meeting as it was discovered that what 
appears to be threats in social media against one of the Jewish leaders was detected during the 
meeting.  The University police were very responsive and a report was filed.   
 
Please see the attached release from Minnesota Hillel, the JCRC and SSI, all who worked 
diligently for this success. 
 
Clearly, the issue is not going away here and throughout the country. 
 
Approximately 500 people will be at the Minnesota Hillel Maroon and Gold Shabbat this Friday.  
It is time to celebrate. 
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