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OUR GLOBAL NETWORK OF PARTNERS
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee

Amos and Celia Heilicher Minneapolis Jewish Day 
School

Bais Yaakov High School

Bet Shalom Congregational School

Israel Center of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation

The Jewish Agency for Israel

Jewish Community Relations Council of Minnesota 
and the Dakotas

Jewish Family and Children’s Service of 
Minneapolis

Jewish Historical Society of the Upper Midwest

National Federation/Agency Alliance

Minnesota Hillel

Nechama: Jewish Response to Disaster*

Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts Council

Sabes Jewish Community Center

Sha’arim

Shir Tikvah Congregation School

Sholom

Talmud Torah of Minneapolis

Temple Israel Congregational School

Torah Academy of Minneapolis

Twin Cities Jewish Community Government Affairs 
Program

*Non-funded provisional partner agency

OUR MISSION 
We build community, care for the welfare 
of Jews everywhere, and maximize 
participation in Jewish life.

Minneapolis Jewish Life is a publication of 
the Minneapolis Jewish Federation 
13100 Wayzata Blvd., Suite 200 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 
952.593.2600 | jewishminneapolis.org

Dear Minneapolis,

Let me tell you about a mission that was integral to my 
decision to join your community as Federation CEO. 
My destination wasn’t the largest Jewish population in 
its country; it was a moderately sized community.  I was 
warned that the Jewish Community Center was older, 
and I recalled wondering if  I would see paint peeling 
from concrete walls. 

A local met me at the airport, and the hospitality he 
and others showed me throughout my stay was top 
notch. Throughout the day, I was surprised to see 
a much more active Jewish community than I had 
expected.

A challenge in this part of  the world, I was told, was 
the continuity of  the Jewish community. Younger gen-
erations were growing less connected with Jewish iden-
tity. Would I see any children participating in Jewish 
life? In fact I did:—the Jewish day school at after-school 
activities involved children and their parents in the 
rituals of  our traditions. This community made Jewish 

education a priority and allocated 
significant Federation funds to it. 

The network of  Jewish social services 
in this city was extensive, providing 
basic services for hundreds of  elderly 
Jews. I was impressed to find a 
wonderful residence for these people, 
where they could socialize and be 
cared for in a Jewish setting, in large 
part funded by Federation.

I’ll say it again: I was impressed.

I visited the Community Center. The 
image of  paint peeling from the walls 
disappeared as I found myself  in a 
hub of  activity, surrounded by young 
Jewish families, active seniors, and 

teenagers. I was told that 
Jews even came from nearby 
villages to take advantage of  
the cultural programming 
offered, funded by Federa-
tion.

A theme ran through the Jewish opportunities in the 
community: Federation support. As I talked to agency 
lay leaders and professionals, I was moved by an even 
more impressive theme: these agencies are thankful for 
the support provided by Federation and want to work 
with Federation to achieve bigger things. They under-
stand that collaboration fuels their success.

Let’s recap: I witnessed Jewish identity building, educa-
tion, culture, social services, a variety of  Jewish agencies 
all funded by Federation and supported by committed 
lay leaders, wrapped in genuine hospitality. I had seen 
for myself  a vibrant Jewish community in a remote, 
northern climate. It was a mission that achieved all 
objectives.

Unfortunately for you, my fellow Minnesotans, it’s a 
mission that you can’t go on. You see, this was my mis-
sion to your community, and the one that convinced me 
this was a place I wanted to join.

Be proud—your Jewish community is the envy of  
many. Vibrancy, collaboration, and the willingness to 
address challenges are the pillars on which the Twin 
Cities Jewish community were founded, and, as far as 
I can tell, continue to exist today. I’m honored to take 
part in helping us all achieve our vision—a sustainable, 
vibrant, welcoming community for generations to 
come. 

Thank you for the opportunity,

Stu Silberman

MISSION: A trip to a remote location where lay leaders see the work of Federation 
and our partner agencies through immersive experiences, first-hand storytelling, and 
by making connections with local residents who have benefited from the work of 
Federation.

SHOW YOUR 
COMMUNITY 

SPIRIT!
Stick on your car, 
your water bottle, 

your three-ring 
binder, and show 

your vibrant Jewish 
community spirit!



What’s Jewcy?
quick news and to dos

WHAT’S COOKING AT YACHAD

The kitchen at Federation is regularly stocked with goodies—leftover bagels from yester-
day’s meeting, a variety of  apple desserts to celebrate Rosh Hashana, or the ubiquitous (and 
delicious) simcha cake. But recently, something extra special showed up: a pan of  fresh baklava, 
handmade by teens taking Yachad’s cooking class.

“Cook it! Eat it! Live it!” isn’t just any cooking class. The seminar was designed to teach 
students not only the basics of  cooking but about the value of  and the importance of  contrib-
uting to community. After distributing baklava to community partners, the class baked cookies 
for Yachad’s open house and will be commissioned to bake for other upcoming community 
events. The teens also prepared the food served at the Twin Cities Jewish Film Festival.  

“I love how they want to share their food with others,” says Harry Adler, one of  Yachad’s core 
faculty members and the staff teaching the cooking seminar.

Cooking is just one of  more than thirty diverse classes available to teens participating in 
Yachad. From social justice leadership to Ultimate Frisbee, there is truly something for every 
teen at Yachad. 

A dream of  the Minneapolis Jewish community for almost ten years, Yachad has finally come 
to fruition, and teens (and parents) are thrilled. In its first full program year, this collaborative 
Jewish educational model is currently serving over 200 students from Reform, Conservative, 
and Modern Orthodox synagogues from across Minneapolis, as well as teens who are not 
affiliated with a synagogue. Through Yachad’s dynamic and engaging environment, teens are 
growing along their own Jewish journeys.

“We are so proud to be one of  the founding supporters of  Yachad,” says Federation CEO Stu 
Silberman, “People know Federation for its support of  Jews in need, but innovation is also 
important to the community and a core piece of  what we do. Yachad is a perfect example of  
that.”

Learn more at yachadmn.org.

B
a
k
la

v
a
 f

ro
m

 Y
ac

ha

d’s 
Cook it! 

Eat it! Live it!



M
IN

N
E

A
P

O
L

IS
 J

E
W

IS
H

 L
IF

E
  

  
  

  
 |

  
  

  
  

 W
IN

T
E

R
 2

0
15

 /
 C

H
O

R
E

F
 5

7
7
6

5

ART WITH A JEWISH THEME 
RECEIVES SUPPORT

The Twenty-Seventh Man by Nathan Englander is a “riveting 
exploration of  identity, human rights, and liberty”—and 
its successful run at the Minnesota Jewish Theatre Com-
pany was made possible with the support of  the Howard 
B. & Ruth F. Brin Jewish Arts Endowment Fund, a fund of  
the Jewish Community Foundation of  Minneapolis Jewish 
Federation.

Howard and Ruth Brin believed the arts were an essential 
way to enhance Jewish identity for both the artist and the 
Jewish community. The fund is a memorial to this vital 
couple, and this year it awarded $20,500 to support seven 
projects:

• Production of  The Twenty-Seventh Man at the 
Minnesota Jewish Theater Company.

• Production of  a Jewish-themed musical at Bais Yaakov 
High School.

• Completion and production of  a humorous and 
poignant play about sitting shiva by Alan Berks.

• Creation and production of  The Price of  Our Clothes, 
a collaborative project that will use visual art, poetry, 
and storytelling to relate the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist 
fire in New York City and the Rana Plaza Factory 
collapse that occurred in Bangladesh in 2013.

• Final development and the premiere of  Walking Across 
Poland, a musical about a middle-aged man honoring 
his grandmother on the anniversary of  her death at 
Illusion Theater.

• Creation of  a dance rooted in the Jewish poetry of  
Medieval Muslim Spain.

• Hiring of  new writers to explore the intersection of  
Jews and the arts on TC Jewfolk. 

FEDERATION FUNDS INNOVATIVE 
AND COLLABORATIVE IDEAS

We love supporting organizations and people who are 
creating new, innovative, and collaborative strategies to 
address community needs  and opportunities—that’s why 
we created the Opportunity Fund, providing up to $10,000 
in one-time seed funding for creative projects.  
Through the Opportunity Fund we are engaging new 
community partners and existing partners in new ways. 
Mazel tov to the 2015 Opportunity Fund recipients. 

ADATH JESHURUN CONGREGATION 
To support the program “Toward Intentional Shabbat 
Community at Home (TISCH)” to engage young families.

HEILICHER MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH DAY SCHOOL
To support their Student Leadership Program (K-8 
student council).

MINNESOTA JEWISH THEATRE COMPANY
To support the play “Bad Jews,” which explores identity 
and being Jewish.

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN—MINNEAPOLIS
To support two leadership development programs to create 
community, engage an intergenerational cohort of  leaders, 
and broaden leadership excellence.

NECHAMA
To build organizational capacity to prepare for and 
respond to natural disasters through enhancing local 
Jewish young adult volunteer training and leadership 
opportunities locally.

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF GREATER ST. PAUL AND  
SABES JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
To support the Twin Cities Jewish Film Festival held 
October/November 2015 and to support collaborative, 
meaningful partnership between the St. Paul JCC and the 
Sabes JCC in Jewish cultural arts offerings.
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YASHAR KOACH!

This fall, we’ve had the privilege of  honoring several 
members of  our community for their dedication to 
Federation, philanthropy, community, and their professions. 

Stuart Chazin received the Carolyn F. and Stephen K. 
Lieberman Campaigner of  the Year recognition at the 
Minneapolis Jewish Federation’s Annual Meeting for his 
work on the 2015 Community Campaign. The Leon & 
Sylvia Sorkin Jewish Communal Professional Achievement 
Award was awarded to Susie Chalom for her decades-
long commitment to Jewish learning in our community.

Linda and Michael Fiterman were honored with 
the  Arnie Lifson Lifetime Achievement Award at the 
King David Society + Pacesetter Dinner on October 12, 
recognizing their dedication to Federation and Jewish 
community around the world. 

At the 16th Annual Twin Cities Cardozo Society Dinner, 
Honorable Judge Mickey Greenberg and Alan Silver 
received the Sidney Barrows Lifetime Commitment Award 
for their excellence in the legal field and generosity in the 
Jewish community. Valeria Sinelnikov Chazin received 
the Arthur T. Pfefer Memorial Award, given to a Jewish 
law student or lawyer under the age of  35 who exemplifies 
current and future potential, outstanding leadership, and 
commitment to Jewish and wider communities.

DID YOU ATTEND THE  
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA?

Jewish life is flourishing on campus —and Federation 
partner Minnesota Hillel is taking the lead. Whether they’re 
passing out “Shabbat Around the U” bags, helping students 
travel to Israel for free, or hosting not one, not two, but eight 
Sukkot events, Minnesota Hillel is better than ever.

Ensuring that campus continues to be a welcoming place 
for Jewish students is a community effort, and a key piece of  
that effort is Jewish alumni. We’re proud to support Hillel in 
the work they do on campus, and we are working with them 
to build their database of  Jewish alumni. 

If  you or someone you know is a Jewish alum of  the 
University of  Minnesota, please consider joining 
the alumni mailing list at mnhillel.org/about-us/
alumni.html.

Follow along with Jewish life on campus on Facebook 
(Minnesota Hillel) and Twitter (@MNHillel).

A NEW FOCUS ON LEGACY GIVING

We’re excited to announce that our community has been 
accepted to participate in the Life & Legacy program, a 
four year partnership program of  the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation. 

Through Life & Legacy, Federation and other community 
organizations will receive training, support, and monetary 
incentives to secure legacy gifts, steward donors, and 
integrate legacy giving into the philanthropic culture of  
the Twin Cities Jewish community. For more information, 
please contact Mort Naiman at 952.417.2322 or 
mnaiman@jewishminneapolis.org.

 “Shabbat Around
 th

e
 U

” p
a
rticip

ant Rachel Briant
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TWIN CITIES JEWISH HUMOR FESTIVAL

SABES JCC | 4330 CEDAR LAKE RD. S., MPLS

Featuring top-notch stand-
up comedians from around 
the country, a community art 
exhibit examining how we see humor, a 
celebration of  Global Belly Laugh Day, 
and a visit from an Israeli Dream Doctor 
– plus so much more!

For more information and to purchase 
tickets, visit sabesjcc.org/humor-fest.php.

16
-

30

RIMON ARTIST SALON: BACKSTAGE AT THE 
ADOPTION PLAY PROJECT

2 PM | $12 / $6 AGES 30 AND 
UNDER

INTERMEDIA ARTS | 2822 LYNDALE 
AVE S., MPLS

Playwrights Alan Berks 
and Leah Cooper reflect on the evolution of  their 
new work, The Adoption Play Project, with moderator 
Sharon DeMark. The play, which is based on 
more than 2,000 stories gathered from dozens 
of  community story circle events, examines how 
adoption influences families and American culture 
in unspoken ways. Excerpts from the play will be 
performed.

Tickets at rimonmn.org.

7

FEB

MINNESOTA JEWISH THEATER COMPANY 
PRESENTS: THE TALE OF THE ALLERGIST’S WIFE

8 PM | $20-$32

1978 FORD PARKWAY, ST. PAUL

A middle-aged Upper West Side housewife is devoted 
to mornings at the Whitney Museum, afternoons at 
MOMA, and evenings at BAM. Plunged into a midlife 
crisis of  epic proportions, she’s shaken out of  her 
angst by the arrival of  a fascinating, flamboyant, and 
mysterious childhood friend. This Tony-nominated 
comedy from one of  contemporary theater’s most 
masterful playwrights is filled with passion, humor, 
and humanity.

13

FEB

CROSSRIVER KOSHERFEST 2

12 - 3:30 PM | $10 KIDS/$15 ADULTS

TEMPLE OF AARON 
616 S. MISSISSIPPI RIVER BLVD., ST. PAUL

Calling all foodies! Get your Kosher on at the 
Midwest’s largest Kosher convention, Crossriver 
Kosherfest. After last year’s success, we are back, 
bigger, and better. Returning is Chicago Milt’s BBQ 
Guide for the Perplexed Kosher Food Truck. Also 15 
new vendors and guest appearances!

10

JAN

JAN

DEC

13
VOLUNTEER!

BE A SUPER SUNDAY CALLER

9 AM - 6 PM

Sabes Jewish Community Center
Barry Family Campus
4330 Cedar Lake Road South
Minneapolis, MN 55416

jewishminneapolis.org/SuperSunday

COMMUNITY  CALENDAR

WANT TO SEE YOUR EVENT LISTED IN THE NEXT CALENDAR? EMAIL  
MARKETING@JEWISHMINNEAPOLIS.ORG.

TWIN CITIES JEWISH BOOK SERIES PRESENTS 
ANTHONY DAVID

7-9 PM | $10  
ST. PAUL JCC | 1375 ST. PAUL AVE., ST. PAUL

Award-winning biographer and 
historian Anthony David brings us An 
Improbable Friendship, the story of  an 
unexpected friendship between Palestinian journalist 
Raymonda Twawil and Israeli Ruth Dayan. Their 
story gives voice to Israelis and Palestinians caught 
in the Middle East conflict while holding a persistent 
faith in a future of  peace.

Learn more at stpauljcc.org.

11

FEB



this is the year to support the community campaign: 
because we are all responsible for one another
We believe that helping people in need and nurturing Jewish community are our privilege and our responsibility.  No single 
gift impacts more lives than a gift to the Community Campaign.

because together we do extraordinary things
Federation’s professionals and volunteers spend countless hours each year working with our partners to evaluate the needs 
in our local and global Jewish community. This ensures every dollar is being put to the highest and best use.

because the actions you take today can change the world
Your gift to the Community Campaign helps Federation lead innovation in the Jewish community, care for Jews around the 
world, build and maintain Jewish life from Minneapolis to Minsk, and respond to the ever-evolving issues faced by Jews.

2016 
COMMUNITY
CAMPAIGN



9

financial resource deVelopMent (frd) leadership roster
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frd steering coMMittee

BETH KIEFFER LEONARD & 
TODD LEONARD
Total Financial Resource Development (FRD) Chairs

KRIS MACDONALD*
FRD Vice Chair - Community Campaign Chair

HOWARD KAMINSKY
FRD Vice Chair - Chair of  the Jewish Community Foundation

BOBBY SWILLER
FRD Vice Chair - Philanthropic Leadership Committee

Major gifts

DAN LIEBERMAN*
Major Gifts Campaign Chair

LISA & MARK RATNER
KDS/Pacesetter Chairs

HOWARD MILSTEIN
Corporate Partnership Chair

HAROLD GOLDFINE
Suite Solicitation Chair

woMen’s philanthropy

RHONDA STEIN
Women’s Philanthropy President

DEBBIE GOLDENBERG*
Women’s Philanthropy Campaign Chair 

STACY PINCK
Women’s Philanthropy Community Engagement Chair 

AMY BARATZ
MIMI GLEEKEL
DELORES LEVIN
LISA RATNER
Women’s Philanthropy Lion Level Chairs

JACI GRAIS & WENDY RUBIN
Lion of  Judah Luncheon Chairs

BARBARA HARRIS & RITA KELNER 
Women’s Philanthropy Pearl Society Campaign Chairs

LORI FRITZ
Women’s Philanthropy Legacy Chair

cardozo society

ANDY PARKER
Cardozo Society Chair

STUART GOLDENBERG 
Cardozo Campaign Chair

JESSE KIBORT
Cardozo Society Dinner Chair

MELISSA WOLCHANSKY
Cardozo Program Chair

MaiMonides society

DR. JOEL GREENWALD
Maimonides Society Chair

Men’s face to face diVision

ROBERT KELEN
Men’s Face to Face Campaign Chair

MARK APPELBAUM, MATT HEILICHER, & 
JAKE HURWITZ 
Campaigner Management Chairs

coMMunity builders

DAVID SEGAL*
Community Builders Campaign Chair

JODI UPIN & JOSHUA WERT
Agency/Synagogue Campaign Chairs

RABBI ALEXANDER DAVIS
Rabbinic Campaign Chair

LISA HEILICHER & 
DAVE GOLDSTEIN
Call for Change Chairs

LEV, DINA, ARIELLE, ELAN,  
& NOA BUSLOVICH
Super Sunday Chairs

Missions

LORI FRITZ
Missions Chair

JOSH RIBNICK MANN
LBGTQ Mission Chair

SANDRA FELEMOVICIUS &  
VICKI SHAPIRO
Momentum Mission Chairs

STACY PINCK
Heart to Heart Mission Chair

STUART CHAZIN
Campaigners Mission to Israel

jewish coMMunity foundation board

HOWARD KAMINSKY*
FRD Vice Chair - Jewish Community Foundation

LORI FRITZ
Life and Legacy Chair

STEVE KALIN
Professional Advisory Committee Chair

AMY ROSENBLATT-LUI** & STEVE LEAR
Jewish Funders Council 

JOE RUBENSTEIN 
Legacy Committee Chair

ILENE ZWICK 
Investment Committee Chair 

CINDI TARSHIS APPELMAN 
CHAD BLUMENFIELD 
JACK FITERMAN
GARY KOHLER 
DARREN LEDERFINE
STEVE LEVENTHAL
DAVID PARISH
KEN RASKIN*
BARRY ROSS
SHEVA SANDERS
JACOB SIMMS
HOWARD ZACK 

* COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN EXECUTIVE 
TEAM MEMBER
**NON-FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBER

Q: How did you get started with Federation?

I got called on Super Sunday, and the person on 
the phone couldn’t answer any of my questions. I 
called the Federation office and spoke with Doris 
Sherman, who said “Why don’t you come in and be 
part of the solution?”

Q: Here you are 30 years later, definitely part 
of the solution! What draws you to this work?

I love meeting with people and having a 
conversation about what they can do for the 
Jewish community. I do it because I care about 
Jewish communities throughout the world.

Q: Tell us about the new total FRD model?

This year we have Total Financial Resource 
Development Chairs, which is new. They oversee 
the entirety of Federation’s fundraising efforts, 

expanding the focus beyond 
the Community Campaign. 
By making this structural 
change, Federation is 
responding directly to the changing ways our 
donors want to interact with the organization. This 
new model will consolidate all of our fundraising 
and help people understand that we are raising 
money through more avenues than they realize.

Q: What are your goals this year?

I want to lead Federation to an increased campaign 
and a better understanding in the community 
of Federation’s role. Giving to Federation means 
taking care of our community and helping Jews  
who need help, not only through fundraising but 
through collaboration, connections, and so many 
other supplemental things that help improve our 
lives.

It’s hard to believe there was a time when Kris MacDonald was not an 
integral part of the Minneapolis Jewish Community. 
But in 1980, Kris was new to Minneapolis and unconnected to Jewish life. Today, she is 
in the middle of her second term as the Federation campaign chair and an important 
contributor to many causes—both Jewish and non—in Minneapolis.

MEET YOUR CAMPAIGN CHAIR



HEART TO HEART

FEBRUARY 5 - 11, 2016  
CHAIR: STACY PINCK

Join our intrepid group of  smart, motivated women from across 
North America and Israel on a unique journey that will feed 
your soul and engage your mind! 

You’ll participate in some of  the incredible programs changing 
the face of  Israeli society and helping those most at risk. And, 
you’ll get to help build some of  our very first relationships with 
women from Minneapolis’ Partnership2Gether city, Rehovot.

JOIN FEDERATION ON A MISSION
IMMERSE YOURSELF IN YOUR GLOBAL JEWISH COMMUNITY

CAMPAIGNERS 
MISSION to Israel

July 18-24, 2016

LGBTQ MISSION TO ISRAEL

MAY 26 - JUNE 2, 2016  
MINNEAPOLIS CHAIR: JOSH RIBNICK MANN 
ST. PAUL CHAIR: STEVE GREENBERG

You will marvel at Jerusalem’s Old City one day and be dazzled 
by Tel Aviv’s beaches the next. Meet with Israel’s LGBTQ 
politicians, business leaders, and innovators and learn what’s 
being done to advance the rights of  the LGBTQ community. 
Visit incredible sites where Federations are changing lives every 
day, and experience Israeli culture, cuisine, and character.

 CAMPAIGNERS MISSION TO ISRAEL

JULY 18 - 24, 2016  
CHAIR: STUART CHAZIN

This is the campaigner-training mission for lay and professional 
campaigners and face-to-face solicitors who want to deepen 
their connection to the work we do. 

You’ll gain a real understanding of  our work through 
site visits and encounters with everyday heroes, 
polish your skills in solicitation workshops, share a 
spiritual Shabbat in Jerusalem, and have some fun! 

A Federation mission is more than a trip—it’s an adventure that will change the way you 
look at the Jewish world. Join us on one of three 2016 missions and see breathtaking 
sights, meet incredible people, taste amazing food, and experience what it really means 
to change a life and be part of a global Jewish community. To learn more or register, 
contact Alyssa Huck, Missions Manager at ahuck@jewishminneapolis.org or 952.417.2323.
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how did you becoMe inVolVed with 
federation?

jenna: My grandparents, Lorraine and Stan Schweitzer, 
were a huge influence on my mother and me. Through 
chairing committees and traveling on missions, my 
mother not only helped our community, she made lifelong 
friendships. Her experience with Federation has shaped my 
interest. 

sara: My family has been involved in Jewish 
organizations for as long as I can remember, so I was 
exposed to Jewish community and philanthropy early on. 
I remember my mom proudly wearing her Lion pin. It’s 
really special for me to design a piece of  jewelry based on 
that concept.  

you’re both new(ish) MoMs. what do 
you want to teach your children about 
tzedakah and the jewish coMMunity?

sara: I love getting together with family and honoring 

traditions. When it comes time for my children to choose 
their path in life, I want them to know these are the morals 
and values we believe in.

jenna: I want my daughter, Brynn, to know that Jewish 
community is important to our family—and that she 
belongs. Whether we gather to celebrate or in the face of  
tragedy, I want her to know she is part of  this community.

what is your goal for the pearl project?

sara: Spreading awareness. I want the necklace to be 
an everyday piece. Friends will ask about it, want to know 
more, and hopefully get involved with an important cause.   

jenna: I hope it gets people involved who have always 
wanted to be, but never really knew how. 

why becoMe a pearl?

jenna: I think it’s a really nice, financially achievable way 
to get involved, be a part of  something, and bring so much 
to the community. It’s a simple way to form a bond and be 
a part of  something.

MeeT sara + jenna 

PEARL SOCIETY RECOGNITION CHAIRS

earl societMINNEAPOLIS 
WOMEN'S 

PHILANTHROPY

Sara Goldfine is 
the designer/owner 

behind Goldfine 
Jewelry (formerly 

known as SBG 
Designs).

They 
combined 

their product 
and design savvy 

with their generous 
hearts to create 

the signature 
Pearl Society 

necklace. 

Jenna Pugh is the 
Vice President of 

retail startup  
Create for Retail. 

You're a woman who loves and appreciates your Jewish community. 
You're starting to realize that you can help it thrive. Maybe you have 
kids, maybe you don't, but you want all Jewish children to know what 
it's like to sing havdallah hand in hand with their best friends at summer 

camp, or to proudly tell their classmates at Christmastime, "I celebrate 
Chanukah" —without fear. You want to be part of something bigger than yourself.  

When you make a minimum gift of  $1/day to the 
Community Campaign, you automatically become 
a member of  the Pearl Society.

To symbolize your commitment to the community 
and inspire others to join, you’ll have the option of  
wearing our signature Minneapolis Pearl Society 
necklace designed by nationally-recognized, local 
jewelry artist Sara Goldfine.

You’ll also be invited to the first annual Women 
of  Intention event, hosted by the Pearl Society, 
on April 14, 2016 featuring...well, we can’t tell you 
quite yet (Hint: if  the name Joey Lucas rings a bell, 
you’ll want to stay tuned). 

learn more and become a pearl at jewishminneapolis.org/pearl



Joe Rubenstein wants to provide a vibrant Jewish com-
munity for future generations—on their own terms.

“I trust that future generations will know best what 
they need. The challenges we face and the challenges they face will be 
different,” he says.

For this reason, Joe has set up a legacy gift with the Jewish Community 
Foundation to fund the Minneapolis Jewish Federation’s Community 
Campaign. 

“I don’t want to dictate from the grave how the money is spent,” he says. 
“I trust the Federation’s allocations process of  the future to determine 
where the greatest needs are.”

Joe witnessed the allocations process firsthand over many years spent 
serving on various committees and boards, including the education 
committee, the central planning and budgeting committee, the board of  
directors, and as chair of  the resettlement committee in the 1980s. Today, 
he serves on the Foundation board.

“We’re in the front end of  the largest transfer of  intergenerational wealth 
in history,” says Joe. “It’s important to secure the long term well-being 
of  this community. My generation is going to fade 
from the scene quickly, and in its place is going to 
be a different kind of  demographic, and we need 
to make sure they have the means to address the 
issues they’re going to face—and they’re going to 
be a completely separate set of  issues.” 

Although Joe arranged his gift so that most of  it 
would support the future of  the Community Cam-
paign, he did leave a portion to perform a specific 
function—ensuring that Federation has the means 
to continue running the Community Campaign. 

“I observed during my time in the budgeting pro-
cess that there is never enough money to support 
Federation professionals, which can lead to burnout 
and turnover,” says Joe. “So part of  my fund will 
go specifically to training Federation staff. We ask 
a lot of  professionals, and I think we need to do a 
better job of  providing them with tools to succeed.”

“Joe’s gift is a unique and an excellent way to 
both carry the community into the future and let 
generations to come know what was important to 
him,” says Mort Naiman, Director of  the Jewish 
Community Foundation. “I encourage others to 
think about this strategy when considering leaving 
a legacy.” 

Why leave a legacy? Joe is firm in his answer. “We 
have an obligation to help others—that’s part of  
what it means to be Jewish,” he says. “It’s import-
ant to me to see that people in the community 
who come after me have some security. I want 
something better for them. I don’t know what that 
will be, but part of  it is certainly a vibrant Jewish 
community.”

BUILDING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF THE FUTURE

Creating a Jewish legacy 
empowers you to support the 
Jewish causes you care about.

Because all of us—regardless of age, wealth, or 
affiliation—have the ability to secure our people’s 
traditions, promote Jewish values, and create a 
strong future for generations to come.

The beauty of a Jewish legacy is that it’s yours to 
create. You can leave a bequest to any program 
or institution that’s close to your heart. Chances 
are you already donate to these organizations, but 
when you make a bequest in your will, you’re mak-
ing a difference for generations to come.

New to legacy giving? Start your conversation 
with the Minneapolis Jewish Federation, a trusted 
philanthropic steward with a deep knowledge of 
the local Jewish community. A Federation advisor 
can help you direct your gift to the institution you 
seek to support. In addition, you can learn how to 
structure your gift to benefit from tax and other 
advantages.

Leaving a legacy is a simple way to ensure our 
Jewish community remains vibrant and strong for 
your grandchildren, their children, and beyond. To 
learn more contact Mort Naiman at 952.417.2322 or  
mnaiman@jewishminneapolis.org or visit 
plannedgiving.jewishminneapolis.org.
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At Federation, we love to tell anyone who will listen about 
our vibrant Jewish community: how proud we are to be a 
part of it; to help build and sustain it. How it’s our goal to 
build vibrant communities just like ours around the world. 

Vibrant means  full of energy and enthusiasm , but summing 
up the pulse of the Minneapolis Jewish Community in just a 
few words doesn’t do it justice.

What does vibrant look like? To show you, we collected 
photos, statistics, and quotes to illustrate how our 
community celebrated and observed the most important 
days on our Jewish calendar—the High Holidays.

On the next few pages you’ll find snippets from 
celebrations across Minneapolis, from the Mississippi River 
to Minnetonka. Federation is proud to partner with and 
support so many of our community’s centers of Jewish 
worship, education, and connection, and we hope you’re 
proud to call this vibrant community home. 

vibrantOUR
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“Everyone has their 
own baggage, whether 

spiritual, psychological, or 
emotional. On the day of 
Yom Kippur, G-d reaches 

out to every one of us 
and says, ‘On this day, 

drop your baggage and 
start again’. ”

—Rabbi Kalatsky, 
Kenesseth Israel

“There is no doubt in 
my mind that the Jewish 
community already ten 
years from now—better 
or worse—will look very 
little like it does today—
and certainly yesterday. 
So tonight, this evening 
of judgment, we have 
a choice. The narrative 
can come from without 

us…or, we can have a 
hand in writing the next 
chapter. And if we are 
to do that, we have to 

figure out where we fit. 
We have to determine 
what we want from the 

future.”

—Rabbi Olitzky, Beth El 
Synagogue

"Jews have a 
responsibility to 

address racism in 
this country."

—Rabbi Kravitz,  
Adath Jeshurun 

As we celebrated the harvest 
holiday of Sukkot, Sabes JCC 
adult inclusion participants 
harvested the last of the 
sunflowers, mint, beans, kale, 
and tomatoes in the JCC garden, 
where they explore food and 
nature in ways both nourishing 
and healing.

“5775 was a 
historic year to be a 
part of the LGBTQ 
Jewish community. 

As the new year 
arrives and we 
reflect on what 

we have achieved, 
we will continue 
to nurture the 

Jewish community 
in embracing 
and accepting 

people of diverse 
backgrounds.“

—Mindy Teele, 
J-Pride Coordinator

Adath Jeshurun Gan 
(preschoolers) jump for joy 
outside Adath’s sukkah

ADATH JESHURUN 
CONGREGATION

J-PRIDE; 
JEWISH FAMILY AND 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES

vibrantOUR

Number of people that could fit 
into Hillel’s pop-up sukkah

“Fulfilling mitzvot became a really 
intimate and special thing because 

you only got to go in with a few 
people.”

4-5

How many pounds of 
food were donated to the 

Intercongregation Communities 
Association (ICA) food shelter 
from Bet Shalom’s community 
garden and donations received 

on Yom Kippur and Sukkot

3,000

COMMUNITY
BY THE NUMBERS

We asked local Jewish 
agencies, day and 
supplemental schools, and 
rabbis to share highlights 
from their services, 
celebrations, and sermons 
with us. Here we’ve plotted 
them around the cities to 
show off the real depth and 
breadth of our community.  

Quotes in yellow boxes 
came from High Holiday 
sermons delivered 
from the bima.

This map is by no means 
exhaustive, and if we 
missed your celebration, 
please let us know!

Through PJ Library’s 
free monthly Jewish 
book selection, 
even our youngest 
community members 
celebrated the 
High Holidays 
through stories and 
illustrations.
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Did you know? Each 
year during the High Holy 

Days, the JCRC works 
diligently to promote the 
security and safety of our 

community. JCRC Staff 
communicate with Jewish 
communal professionals 

and law enforcement 
about the security needs 
of the Jewish community. 

Additionally, JCRC educates 
teachers and administrators 

on how public schools 
can be respectful and 

accommodating to students 
who observe Jewish 

religious holidays.

“To be Jewish means to be 
in a permanent minority. To be 
Jewish means to remember our 
own history of oppression and 
enslavement that our ancestors 

suffered and to be Jewish 
means to look at a broken world 

and think, Tikkun Olam.”

—Eli Kramer, Shir Tikvah 
congregant

"We offered so 
many opportunities for 
people to connect that 

people started to look at 
Hillel not just as a place 

to come for the High 
Holidays but as a holy 

place."

—Shira Lavintman, 
Hillel Jewish Exposure 

Associate

“Mom, What am I 
supposed to do with 

these pebbles?”

“Toss them into the river 
and think about all the 

times you made me 
mad.”

—Overheard at Shir 
Tikvah’s Tashlich

Thanks to Temple Israel's 
streaming services, 
Minneapolis natives living 
across the country felt like 
they were at home for the 
High Holidays.

Contemplating the 
etrog and lulav at 
Mayim Rabim.

Bais Yaakov girls in the 
Senior Class prepared 
platters of symbolic, 
customary Rosh 
Hashana foods to sell—
one of many activities 
that benefits both 
the students and the 
community. 

HMJDS student celebrations of Rosh Hashana, 
Sukkot, and Simchat Torah

Temple Israel’s Simchat 
Torah celebration

BAIS YAAKOV HIGH SCHOOL

KENNESETH ISRAEL 
CONGREGATION

BETH EL SYNAGOGUE

HEILICHER MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH DAY SCHOOL;
SABES JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

THE BANKS OF  
THE MISSISSIPPI

TEMPLE ISRAEL

MINNESOTA HILLEL

JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL OF 
MINNESOTA AND THE DAKOTAS

SHIR TIKVAH

MAYIM RABIM



Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Rehovot, Israel, may be thousands of miles apart, but the two 
cities have more in common than their strong support of Israel. Both communities prioritize 
innovation (3D printing giant Stratasys’ two headquarters are in Eden Prairie and Rehovot!), have 
a diverse yet connected Jewish community inclusive of Orthodox, secular, and everyone in between, 
and enjoy a mild, tropical climate (we can dream!).

Through Partnership2Gether, Minneapolis and Rehovot have come together as sister cities, which means 
countless opportunities to more intimately connect with Israel and learn more about our peers across the 
world. Now that we know how our community observes the High Holidays, let’s learn a little about how our 
friends in Rehovot make a holy day special and how it’s different from our own practices. 

Below, two Partnership2Gether Steering Committee members, Harry Langbeheim from Rehovot and Scott Gordon 
from Minneapolis, share their Yom Kippur observance.

There’s a very lovely light breaking of  the fast at 
the synagogue with drinks, snacks, fruit, and a few 
sweets. Then we typically either host others or go 
to friends’ or family for a dairy meal to unwind.

With family—we have leikach (sweet cake with honey or 
citrus) and coffee or tea. Later, we eat cheese and salt 

herring, vegetables, bread, and coffee and tea.

HOW DO YOU MAKE YOM KIPPUR MEANINGFUL?

DESCRIBE THE YOM KIPPUR MOOD

WHAT DO YOU WEAR?

HOW DO YOU BREAK THE FAST?

Harry Langbeheim
Rehovot

Scott Gordon
Minneapolis

Yom Kippur is for me the day in the Jewish 
Year for being with myself. The only formal 

appointment on that day is with G-d. 

I try hard to prepare by asking forgiveness from at least 
those closest to me, then focusing on the year ending and 
on things I want to be sure not to repeat in the coming 
year. Once the holiday begins, I observe it closely, and 
I am also very sure to light a memorial candle for my 
father, who’s been gone for over 20 years now but whose 
memory, especially on Yom Kippur, is still strong.

There is no traffic on the streets. The silence is very 
special. This “Yom Kippur mood” is not connected 
to any religious law. The synagogue community has 

three parallel services in order to give everybody seats 
and also host people that just come in to pray.

I wear the white kittel, because my 
father and grandfather wore it.

Services are busy, but not overcrowded. While I do drive 
to/from shul, I do nothing more than that and otherwise 
truly break “normal” routines, which helps me focus on the 
importance of  the day. 

I wear a suit and tie with a cloth belt and canvas shoes to 
observe the tradition of  not wearing leather. I love that 
tradition because it again helps me focus on how different 
Yom Kippur is and should be, and because of  what the 
tradition is meant to do regarding kindness to animals.  

yoM kippur: there and here



M
IN

N
E

A
P

O
L

IS
 J

E
W

IS
H

 L
IF

E
  

  
  

  
 |

  
  

  
  

 W
IN

T
E

R
 2

0
15

 /
 C

H
O

R
E

F
 5

7
7
6

17

  It is very special that 
there are people around 
the world that care about 
someone like me, may 
I never need such a gift 
in the future. 
 I want to say not 
just thank you, but  
a thousand thanks.

-Recipient,
Fund for Victims 
of Terror

ANATOMY OF A THANK YOU LETTER

100% of gifts to a 
special campaign 
like the Fund for 
the Victims of 
Terror or a disaster 
relief campaign 
provide immediate 
assistance—often 
within 24 hours.

Our neighbor’s distress is our call to action. Helping those in need is at 
the root of Jewish values, and Federation’s special campaigns provide 
immediate assistance to those who need it most in times of crisis. 
Below, read a thank you from someone who received assistance from the Fund for the Victims of Terror, 
administered by one of our overseas partners, The Jewish Agency for Israel. While this fund is always 
accepting donations, Minneapolis Jewish Federation recently ran a special campaign to collect money for 
the fund in response to the up-tick in violence and terrorism in Israel this fall. You responded generously and 
along with the recipient below, we thank you.

Your gift to the 
Community Campaign 
ensures that we are 
prepared to respond 
quickly and efficiently 
when disaster strikes. 
Emergency campaigns 
allow us to raise and 
provide additional 
resources when needed, 
survey emerging, 
significant needs, and 
help those in need.

In the past year, our 
partners overseas have 
received more than 
1,000 requests for aid 
from those affected by 
violence in Israel.



A rebellious boy in a strict Orthodox/Conservative 
community, Johanan Herson began questioning his 
identity at an early age. This lifelong quest inspired his 
artistic imagination and his latest exhibit, Who Am I, which 
incorporates images, drawings, and collages spanning time, 
theme, and technique. 

Part of Johanan's exhibit included a living mural, where 
scheduled groups heard him speak and then contributed 
to the mural in progress. Groups included students from 
Yachad, students from the day schools, Masa Israel alumni, 
an adult inclusion group, and Sabes Jewish Community 
Center staff. 

Johanan filled in the gaps to tie the mural together, and 
we think you’ll agree 
that the finished piece 
is nothing short of 
stunning.

JOHANAN HERSON’S LIVING MURAL
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Johanan Herson’s appearance at the Sabes Jewish 
Community Center was courtesy of Culture BLVD 5: 
Exploring Israel through Art, a program 
of the Israel Center of the Minneapolis 
Jewish Federation, the Sabes JCC, 
and the Jewish Community Relations 
Council of Minnesota and The Dakotas. 

Don’t miss the final two 
artists in the series!

Saturday, December 12, 2015 | 7:45 pm | $5 
St. Paul Jewish Community Center 

1375 St. Paul Ave., St. Paul

Tickets: bit.ly/amiyares | 651.698.8874 x103  
joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org

Ami Yares is a New Jersey-born, Jaffa-living, world 
traveling folk musician with a knack for making 

physically, spiritually, and politically moving music. 

This event is co-sponsored by Temple of Aaron 
and the St. Paul Jewish Community Center.

AMI YARES
songs & story

PENNY HANUKA
dream doctor

Wednesday, January 20, 2016 |  7:30 pm | $12  
Sabes Jewish Community Center  
4330 Cedar Lake Road, St. Louis Park

Light reception provided

Tickets: sabesjcc.org/whats-happening.php 
952.381.3499 / tickets@sabesjcc.org

Dream Doctor and author Penny Hanuka will share 
her experiences as a medical clown, both in hospitals 
and in emergency situations such as Operation 
Protective Edge.

This event is co-sponsored by Women’s Philanthropy 
of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation, the Twin Cities 
Maimonides Society, and the Mount Sinai Community 
Foundation. 

Penny Hanuka is presented in partnership with 
the 2016 Twin Cities Jewish Humor Festival.

REMAINING ARTISTS

exploring israel through art

CULTURE  
BLVD 5
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It’s Chanukah! You’re in the kitchen frying up latkes. Lighting the 

menorah. Giving out gifts. Good things you 

do every year for your family. 

But while you’re doing them—

why not do good things for your 

global family as well? Like 

nurture and strengthen 

Jewish life. Help the 

vulnerable. Inspire the 

young. And safeguard 

our people.

This Chanukah, 

change Jewish 

lives for the better 

everywhere. You can 

do it from anywhere. 

Even your own 
kitchen. When you 

give to the Minneapolis 

Jewish Federation.

This Chanukah,
DO GOOD EVERYWHERE. FROM ANYWHERE.

With programs in 70 countries around the world, Jewish 
Federations touch more Jewish lives on the planet than any 
other organization.

jewishminneapolis.org


