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NATHAN ENGLANDER PLAY —
Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company
(MJTC) continues its 21st season with
the regional premiere of The TwentySeventh Man by Nathan Englander.
The play is described as a powerful
drama about Stalin’s attempt to eradicate Yiddish culture (10-23-15 AJW).
Performances are taking place through
Nov. 8 in the theater of Highland Park
Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.,
St. Paul. For tickets and information,
visit: www.mnjewishtheatre.org,
email: info@mnjewishtheatre.org, or
call 651-647-4315.
***
HERSON EXHIBIT — As part of
Culture BLVD, a program of the Israel
Center of the Minneapolis Jewish
Federation and co-sponsored by the
Sabes JCC, Who Am I? is on display
through Nov. 19 in the Tychman Shapiro Gallery at the Sabes JCC, 4330
Cedar Lake Rd. S., St. Louis Park. The
exhibit features work on the theme of
identity by artist Johanan Herson. For
information, visit: www.sabesjcc.org.

NOV. 7

‘MODERN VAUDEVILLE’ —
Comedian and magician David Harris
will present a new lineup of entertainers with “Modern Vaudeville” — a
nod to live variety shows of the early
20th century — 10 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
7 at the Bryant Lake Bowl Theater,
810 W. Lake St., Minneapolis. Tickets are $8 in advance, or $10 on the
day of the show; call 612-825-8949
(fee free) or visit: www.bryantlake
bowl.com.

NOV. 8

MENTAL HEALTH CONFERENCE — “Embracing Hope, Erasing
Stigma,” the 15th annual Twin Cities
Jewish Community Conference on
Mental Health, will take place 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 8 at the
St. Paul JCC, 1375 St. Paul Ave. Keynote speaker Adam Levy will discuss
surviving the suicide of his son, Daniel
(10-23-15 AJW). The conference is
free and open to all; for information,
visit: www.jfcsmpls.org or call JFS at
651-698-0767. The American Jewish
World is a media sponsor of the event.

NOV. 9

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
— Jewish Family and Children’s
Service of Minneapolis (JFCS) will
host its Caregiver Support Group for
adult children caring for ill or aging
parents 7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 9 at
Temple Israel, 2324 Emerson Ave.
S., Minneapolis. The group meets on
the second Monday of each month. To
register, call 952-542-4825 or email:
brudnick@jfcsmpls.org.

NOV. 11

MEMORY LOSS SUPPORT
GROUP — The Jewish Memory Loss
Caregiver Support Group will next
meet 1 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11 at
Temple Israel, 2324 Emerson Ave. S.,
Minneapolis. The group meets regularly on the second Wednesday of each
month. To register, call 952-542-4825
or email: brudnick@jfcsmpls.org.
***
NUREMBERG LECTURE —

World Without Genocide will host
Professor Michael J. Bazyler, J.D.,
7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11 at the
William Mitchell College of Law
Conservatory, 875 Summit Ave., St.
Paul. He will examine the legacy of
the Nuremberg trials. The event is
open to the public. Tickets are $10
for the general public, $5 for students
and seniors, and free for William
Mitchell and Hamline law students.
For information, visit: www.world
withoutgenocide.org/events.

NOV. 14

AUTHOR FAIR — The Dakota
County Library Local Author Fair
will take place 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 14 at the Dakota County Western
Service Center, 14955 Galaxie Ave.
W., Apple Valley. Among the featured
writers will be Steven Muenzer, author
of Farewell Berlin; Alan Miller, author
of My Name Was Toby; and Leslie
Levine Adler, author of Jewish Luck.
Gail Rosenblum will also present
two workshops titled “Writing for
Newspapers and Magazines.” For information, visit: www.dakotacounty.
us/library.
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Cardozo Society to
honor three local lawyers
The Twin Cities Cardozo Society
will honor three members of the
local Jewish legal community at
its 16th annual dinner on Thursday, Nov. 19 at the Marriott City
Center Hotel, 30 S. Seventh St.,
Minneapolis.
Alan Silver, shareholder at
Bassford Remele, and Hon. Myron Greenberg, retired Hennepin
County District Court judge, will
be presented with the 2015 Sidney
Barrows Lifetime Commitment
Award, which is given to attorneys
or judges who exemplify excellence
in practice, community service and
lifelong learning.
Valeria Sinelnikov Chazin, student at William Mitchell College
of Law, will be honored with the
Arthur T. Pfefer Memorial Award

NOV. 15

Silver

PARENT SUPPORT GROUP —
Parents of Young Adult Children Who
Struggle (PYAWS) will next meet 6
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 15 at Jewish Family
Service of St. Paul (JFS), 1633 Seventh
St. W., St. Paul. It meets regularly on
the third Sunday of each month. For
information, contact JFS at 651-6980767 or: info@jfssp.org.

Sign up for the American Jewish World’s weekly e-mail blast!
Contact Erin Elliott Bryan at: community@ajwnews.com

that recognizes a young attorney
or law student who exemplifies
outstanding leadership and commitment to the Jewish and general
communities.
The speaker will be the Hon. Irwin Cotler, member of the Canadian
Parliament, emeritus professor of
law at McGill University, former
minister of justice and attorney general of Canada, and an international
human rights lawyer.
The Annual Dinner is presented
each year by the Minneapolis
Jewish Federation and the Jewish
Federation of Greater St. Paul, and
premier sponsor Thomson Reuters.
For information, contact Alyssa
Huck at 952-417-2323 or: ahuck@
mplsfed.org.

Greenberg

Chazin

Mount Sinai foundation
hosts holiday boutique
The Mount Sinai Community
Foundation will host the second annual Holiday Boutique 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 15 at the Sabes
JCC, 4330 Cedar Lake Rd. S., St.
Louis Park.
Among the vendors will be Julia
Moss Designs,Thumbs Cookies,
Isadore Nut Company, StormSister-

Spatique, Goldfine Jewelry (formally
SBG Designs), Thirty-One Gifts by
Deb Wieberdink, Jamberry Nails,
Bella Nava Creations, Wowee Wear,
Senn and Sons, and more.
For information, email: info@
mtsinaicommunityfoundation.org.

SUPER SUNDAY

12.13.2015
ONE DAY.
ONE COMMUNITY.
MAKE A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE.

TAKE PART IN THE BIGGEST, MOST IMPACTFUL COMMUNITY EVENT OF THE YEAR!

December 13, 2015
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

VOLUNTEER AS A FAMILY
Super Sunday is a community event with lots
of ways to make a world of difference.

Sabes Jewish Community Center
Barry Family Campus
4330 Cedar Lake Road South
Minneapolis, MN 55416

ANSWER THE CALL
If you get a call from our super volunteers,
please answer with a generous donation.

SUPER SUNDAY CHAIRS
Lev, Dina, Arielle, Elan, and Noa Buslovich

ON THE LAST NIGHT
OF CHANUKAH:

A great miracle happens here!

jewishminneapolis.org/SuperSunday
THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE PARTNERS
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My mission to a vital and
engaging Jewish community
Witnessing Jewish identity building,
education, culture, social services and a variety
of Jewish agencies — all funded by Federation
By STU SILBERMAN
MISSION: A trip to a remote location wherein lay leaders see the work
of Federation and our partner agencies
through immersive experiences, firsthand storytelling and making connections with local residents who have
benefited from the work of Federation.

Minneapolis Jewish
Federation Perspective
Let me tell you about a mission that
was integral to my decision to join
your community as Federation CEO.
My destination wasn’t the largest Jewish population in its country; it was
a moderately sized community with
a Jewish Community Center. I was
warned that the JCC was older, and I
recalled wondering if I would see paint
peeling from concrete walls.
A local met me at the airport, and
the hospitality he and others showed
me throughout my stay was top notch.
Throughout the day, I was surprised to
see a much more active Jewish com-

munity than I had expected.
A challenge in this part of the world,
I was told, was the continuity of the
Jewish community. Younger generations were growing less connected
with Jewish identity. Would I see any
children participating in Jewish life?
In fact I did: at the Jewish day school,
and at after-school activities involving
children and their parents in the rituals
of our traditions.
This community made Jewish education a priority and allocated significant
Federation funds to it. As a Federation
professional, I felt proud — even with
such a minimal connection to this
particular community.
The network of Jewish social
services in this city was extensive,
providing basic services for hundreds
of elderly Jews. I was impressed to
find a wonderful residence for these
people, where they could socialize
and be cared for in a Jewish setting.
I had an extensive conversation with
a lay leader involved in Jewish social
services about the importance of providing these basic services, in large part

Gregory Bruce

Stu Silberman: I was surprised to
see a much more active Jewish
community than I had expected.

funded by Federation.
I’ll say it again: I was impressed.
I did get to see the Community Center
I had wondered about. The image of
paint peeling from the walls disappeared once I found myself in a hub of
activity, surrounded by young Jewish
families, active seniors and teenagers.
I was told that Jews even came from
nearby villages to take advantage of the

• MISSION / see page 15

WELCOME TO LEITH OPENS NOV. 13 — Michael Beach Nichols and
Christopher K. Walker’s documentary Welcome to Leith, a First Run
Features release, will open Friday, Nov. 13 at the Landmark Edina
Cinema, 3911 W. 50th St., Edina. Leith, N.D., a ghost town with 24
residents, changed in 2012 when an outsider named Craig Cobb
moved in and started buying up property. It was later revealed that
he was a notorious white supremacist plotting a takeover of the city
government. Shortly after his plans were unveiled by the Southern
Poverty Law Center, a family of fellow white supremacists moved
in to join his efforts. Tensions soared in Leith, and the residents
desperately looked for ways to expel their unwanted neighbor. The
film offers incredible access to both longtime residents of Leith
and white supremacists. Above, (l to r): Kynan Dutton, Craig Cobb
and Deb Henderson patrol their neighborhood in Leith.

FStop photographers
to exhibit their work
Chronicles, the 2015 annual group
exhibit from FStop photographers,
will be displayed Nov. 13–Jan. 4 at
the Minneapolis Photo Center, 2400
N. Second St., Minneapolis. An opening reception will take place 6:30 to 9

p.m. Friday, Nov. 13.
Among the featured photographers
will be Linda Passon-McNally and
Ann Ginsburgh Hofkin.
For more information, visit:
mplsphotocenter.com.

Jewish pregnancy loss initiative underway
The field of pregnancy loss and
newborn death is largely informed
by a Christian understanding
By DEBORAH RICH
In response to unmet needs expressed by local Jewish families, the
Minnesota Rabbinical Association,
Minnesota Cantorial Association and

Hodroff-Epstein Memorial Chapels
have undertaken a Jewish pregnancy
loss initiative.
The project was launched with a Service of Comfort on Oct. 25 — during the
final week of National Pregnancy Loss

Awareness Month — at Adath Chesed
Shel Emes Cemetery. It included the
dedication of Gan Chalomot, or Garden
of Dreams, a designated area for burial
of early pregnancy losses. Representative Jewish clergy welcomed Minnesota
Jewish families who experienced a
pregnancy loss or newborn death at
any time and their supportive family
and community members.
The Service of Comfort was the first
step in illuminating this life experience

and honoring it with ritual that is rooted remains, regardless of gestational age,
in Jewish practice and tradition. In receive a proper and dignified burial
Jewish life, we place significant em- in a designated burial location. This
phasis on having children and joyfully includes the earliest of miscarriages.
welcome each newborn
Recently, state law
into the community. But
added a requirement that
the many families who
families be notified of
experience pregnancy
the specific disposition
loss or newborn death
arrangements that the
are left without skilled
hospital makes for early
Jewish guidance.
pregnancy losses. JewOur rabbis have the
ish congregational and
necessary skills of pascommunity leadership
toral care and ritual
has been uninformed
development, but this
about these requiretragic experience of
ments and unprepared
family life is not covto routinely provide a
ered in the curricula of Deborah Rich
Jewish funeral director
rabbinical schools, and
and Jewish cemetery.
it is not anticipated in
As a result, Jewish
community resources or programming. families who may not otherwise have
Over the last 30 years, the field of anticipated a need to make such arrangepregnancy loss and newborn death, ments learn that hospital default for
called perinatal bereavement, has made early miscarriage involves partnerships
significant strides in the secular world. with Christian cemeteries for ritual and
Scientific research has demonstrated burial. Jewish bereaved parents who
that the transition to parenthood is seek support alongside non-Jewish
a significant formative event in the bereaved parents experience, with sharp
lives of prospective parents and that poignancy, a feeling of abandonment
parental attachment begins very early and isolation.
in pregnancy.
In coming months, local Jewish
Recognizing that up to 25 percent leaders and pregnancy loss experts
of pregnancies do not result in live will be formalizing a Minnesota Pregbirth and that most women experi- nancy Loss Initiative, the mission of
ence even early miscarriage as a sig- which is to disseminate knowledge
nificant loss, most major metropolitan to community leadership, strengthen
medical centers and providers have partnerships with the medical comimplemented evidence-based practice munity, and improve family access to
standards, which guide interdisciplin- expert support services by mobilizing
ary and patient-centered care for these existing infrastructures that support
circumstances.
Jewish life. For information, contact
Options address medical treat- Rabbi Lynn Liberman, community
ment, emotional and spiritual support, chaplain of Jewish Family Service of
memory making and ritual. But as much St. Paul (JFS), at: lliberman@jfssp.org.
***
as medical sites attempt to respond to
Deborah Rich, Ph.D., is a licensed
diverse communities, best practice
in perinatal bereavement is largely psychologist with more than 25 years
informed by a Christian understanding of specialty experience in reproducof death and personhood combined with tive health psychology. She is the
scientific research, which demonstrates founder and director of Shoshana
profound parental bonding early in Center for Reproductive Health Psychology and created MommaCare
pregnancy.
As a result, Jewish families must sort Training (www.shoshanacenter.
through the generic resources that are com).
Shoshana Center is named in
provided by their medical team and
memory of Rich’s first child, a
attempt to adapt them to their needs.
Minnesota law requires that all fetal daughter, who was stillborn in 1985.
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‘Sculpting Light’ to open
Rimon Artist Salon series
The acclaimed Rimon Artist Salon
series will open its ninth season with
“Sculpting Light: The Art of Glass,”
featuring glass artist David Royce and
decorative arts critic Jennifer Komar
Olivarez, 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 22 at
FOCI Minnesota Center for Glass Arts,
2010 E. Hennepin Ave., Building #10,
Minneapolis.
Royce brings a new sensibility to the
art of sculpting glass, metal and light.
His work stretches from one-of-a-kind
sculptural work — using both hot and
cold glass work, as well as cast bronze
and steel armatures — to hand-blown
production and cold-worked vessels
and lighting fixtures.
Joining him in dialogue about his
work and his methods of creation in
an increasingly digital world will be
Jennifer Komar Olivarez, the Minneapolis Institute of Art’s curator of
decorative arts and design. The salon
will also include a live demonstration
of blowing glass.
Royce joined FOCI Minnesota
Center for Glass Arts in 2005, where

Glass artist David Royce will discuss his work as part of the Rimon
Artist Salon series on Nov. 22.

he worked as studio manager and instructor. He has owned and operated
his own studio in St. Paul since 2011.
His work can be found in galleries of
distinction in every region of the United
States, and he has participated in many
fine arts shows.
Admission is $12, or $6 for ages 30
and younger). For tickets and informa-

tion, contact the Rimon office at 952381-3449 or visit: www.rimonmn.org.
Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts
Council is an initiative of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation. Its Artist
Salon series has been called “one of
the leading series of Jewish events in
the country.”

Marc Percansky
to screen Ruby
Marc Percansky will host a
screening of his film Ruby the Dogumentary 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 22 at
Rojo Mexican Grill, 1602 West
End Blvd., St. Louis Park. The film
chronicles the relationship Percansky enjoys with Ruby, his Doberman
Pinscher.
Ruby will do a “meet and greet”
and several cast members will be on
hand for a Q&A.
The film follows Percansky and
Ruby in their day-to-day life, as
Ruby runs at dog parks, walks in
parades, settles by streams and even
gets a massage. It speaks to the larger
question of what role a dog plays in

Marc Percansky and Ruby, the
Doberman Pinscher.

the life of its owner.
For information, visit: rubythe
dogumentary.com.

Himmelman to perform Nov. 19
Hennepin Theatre Trust’s New
Century Sessions music series will
continue with the Peter Himmelman
Band 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19 at
the New Century Theatre, 615 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis.

A DELIGHTFUL MUSICAL WITH
SUN, SAND AND SHTICK

Himmelman, a St. Louis Park
native and the former leader of Sussman Lawrence, returns to the New
Century Theatre by popular demand
after a successful solo appearance
in April.
For tickets and information, call
612-455-9501 or visit: hennepin
theatretrust.org.

Peter Himmelman will perform at
the New Century Theatre.

Show includes
improvised
antics
• COCOANUTS / from page 9

IRVING BERLIN book by GEORGE S. KAUFMAN
by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
adapted by MARK BEDARD musical adaptation by GREGG COFFIN
directed by JOE DOWLING and DAVID BOLGER
directed by DAVID IVERS

music and lyrics by

NOVEMBER 14 – JANUARY 3
612.377.2224 GUTHRIETHEATER.ORG

family lives in Toronto now — and he
married a woman from England, who
was not Jewish.”
The director’s father was an observant Jew, “and my brother and I
were influenced by his practice; so it’s
always been a healthy and wonderful
part of my life…. There’s a part of me
that very much identifies as Jewish.”
I haven’t seen The Cocoanuts yet,
so here’s a review from the Guthrie’s
new artistic director, Joe Haj, who said:
“When I saw David Ivers’ production of The Cocoanuts at the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival, my immediate
reaction was that this production is
more fun than anyone should be allowed to have in the theater.”
Finally, the director mentions that
the actors playing the Marx Brothers
occasionally improvise during the
show.
Ivers warns, “Hold your breath if
a cell phone rings while Groucho’s
on stage.”
***
The Cocoanuts will run Nov. 14,
2015-Jan. 3, 2016, on the McGuire
Proscenium Stage at the Guthrie
Theater, 818 S. Second St., Minneapolis. For tickets, call the Guthrie
box office at 612-225-6244, or go to:
guthrietheater.org.
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Adam Levy’s record release
set for Nov. 28 at the Cedar

Israeli folk musician
to perform as part of
Culture Blvd 5 series
As part of Culture Blvd 5 , a
program of the Israel Center of the
Minneapolis Jewish Federation and
co-sponsored by the Sabes JCC,
Israeli folk musician Ami Yares will
perform 7:45 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 12
at the St. Paul JCC, 1375 St. Paul
Ave. The event is co-sponsored by
Temple of Aaron and the St. Paul
JCC.
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Twin Cities singer-songwriter
Adam Levy will perform at the
record release for his first solo
album, Naubinway (Think Piece
Publishing), 8 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 28 at the Cedar Cultural Center,
416 Cedar Ave. S., Minneapolis.
He will be joined by Franklin
Gappa, Ana Tuiran and School for
Girls.
The album chronicles Levy’s
journey to cope with the suicide of

Yares, a New Jersey native, lives
in Jaffa and travels the world. As a
folk musician, he has a knack for
making physically, spiritually and
politically moving music.
Tickets are $5; contact Joshua Fineblum at 651-698-8874,
ext. 103 or email: joshuafineblum@
templeofaaron.org. For information,
visit: bit.ly/amiyares.

his son, Daniel, who struggled with
mental illness, in 2012. Levy was
the keynote speaker at the recent
Twin Cities Jewish Community
Conference on Mental Health (1023-15 AJW).
Levy told the AJW that Naubinway is an intimate album that
is different from anything he’s
done before. Most of the songs are
acoustic and lean heavily on his
voice and guitar.

“It was about catharsis, it
was about getting the stuff out
and thinking about it,” Levy said.
“I wasn’t really worried about
how people were going to receive
this, it was more like, I need to
do this to take care of myself right
now.”
For tickets and information, visit:
thecedar.org.

East Jerusalem has experienced frequent unrest over past year
• JERUSALEM / from page 1
settlement inside the Arab neighborhood of Ras al-Amud, adjacent to the
Mount of Olives.
“We think we’re living in the ancestral homeland and we think we
are protecting Jerusalem from being
overrun,” said Fleisher, a columnist
and radio host who appears regularly
on Al Jazeera. “One could conceive
of us as settlers living dangerously
amongst Arabs, or one could see us
the way we see ourselves — as Jewish
people coming back to our ancestral
homeland, living in the most natural
place that we could be.”
Down the street from the Yemenite
Village, Abdullah Abu Nab, a handyman and father of five whose family
has lived on this street for generations,
looks weary. The heavy Israeli security
presence, placed there to prevent terrorism and protect the Jewish residents, has
created an atmosphere of fear, he said.
Israeli security forces have stopped his
children from playing in the street, and
Abu Nab says Arab kids have been
punched by police.
In the past, “you would hardly feel
them, see them,” Abu Nab said. “Now
there are more soldiers than neighbors.
Now every day is crazy.”
Until this year, Abu Nab lived in a
compound with 10 other relatives —
brothers, wives, sons and daughters. But

the compound is now entirely in Jewish
hands. Before 1948, the building had
been a synagogue, and representatives
of the original owners sued the Abu Nab
family to get back the property.
Earlier this year, representatives of
the Jewish owners paid part of the family to leave one-third of the building.
Last month, an Israeli district court
ruled in the Jewish owners’ favor and
evicted Abu Nab from the remaining
two-thirds.
Abu Nab says that during the eviction, his property was thrown onto the
street and his work tools were stolen.
Now, sitting in an apartment he’s renting
from friends, he can see his old home
from his living room window.
“If someone comes and takes your
house, is that coming in peace?” he
said. “You were there 70 years. You
were born in that house, and they say
it’s their house, and the court gives it
to them. Is that peace?”
Arab residents complain that they
are neglected by the authorities even as
millions are spent to protect their Jewish
neighbors. Although it’s only blocks
away from Jewish western Jerusalem,
the city’s Arab half looks different.
Many of its dirty, narrow streets lack
sidewalks, signage or proper paving.
Trash collection is spotty, with piles
of garbage gathering outside homes.
According to a report by Ir Amim, as
of 2012, 75 percent of Jerusalem’s ap-

proximately 300,000 Arabs live below
the poverty line.
“This government doesn’t do the
right things,” said Zoheir Rajabi, who
lives near the Yemenite Village. “So
now every person sees that this state
treats Jews specially and gives them all
their rights, but Arabs who are citizens
of Jerusalem don’t get those rights.”
Eastern Jerusalem has been experiencing frequent unrest since last summer, when Jewish extremists murdered
an Arab teenager, Mohammad Abu
Khdeir, in retaliation for the murder of
three Jewish-Israeli teens. Since then
there have been intermittent riots and
what Jewish residents describe as constant stone throwing at their apartments.
Luria said one family had stones
thrown at its apartment 126 times over
four months. Many of the assailants
in the recent rash of stabbing attacks
against Jews have come from eastern
Jerusalem.
In response, Israel has closed off exits
from Arab neighborhoods and placed
checkpoints on their roads. One checkpoint, a row of cinderblocks manned
by a Border Police unit, sits just yards
from Fleischer’s apartment complex.
A metal gate blocks the entrance to
the apartments, and inside it, residents
had set up a coffee corner for the police
officers. A poster on the gate said: “The
eternal nation is not afraid.”
Individual residents also take their

own precautions. Fleisher, Luria and
others carry guns, and many have rockproofed their windows. But Fleisher
and his wife, Malkah, insist their life is
mostly normal. Their biggest problem
of late, they said, has been traffic jams
from the road closures. Their eldest
daughter now finishes school a halfhour earlier on Fridays because of the
congestion, and makes sure to go to the
bathroom before the ride home.
“We get information about how to
travel, how to come back home, live as
much as possible a normal life here,”
Fleisher said. “The change here hasn’t
felt as dramatic because we are from
the get-go more prepared.”
Arab Jerusalemites have many of
the same complaints. Nader said drives
that used to take 10 minutes now take
two hours. His block is dotted with
checkpoints, and a soldier recently held

Better waWHUÁows
from better thinking!
6RIWHQHUV)LOWUDWLRQ'ULQNLQJ6\VWHPV
(QYLURQPHQWDOO\)ULHQGO\ - Reduces waste, conserves
water, produces great tasting water. No need for bottled
ZDWHUOHVVJDUEDJHLQWKHODQG¿OO
(QHUJ\(I¿FLHQW - Non-electric water treatment
equipment lowers operating costs.
+LJKHU)ORZ5DWHV - Produce more water in less time.

Strausberg’s wife created a
collage from the rabbi’s haiku
• RABBI / from page 1
food and lodging. She later managed
an organic grocery store in New
Zealand and considered applying
for residency there.
But she missed the organized Jewish communities of New York, New
Jersey and Chicago, so she headed
back to the United States. She then
spent three months in Connecticut
as part of the Adamah Fellowship,
which brought together the concepts
of organic farming, sustainability
and Jewish environmentalism.
“I just had really great experiences
of Jewish community,” Strausberg
said. “And for me, it was a meaningful way to connect it to Judaism,
through the root of sustainability and
environmental values.”
From Connecticut, Strausberg
moved to the Upper West Side of
New York to study at Hadar, the
egalitarian yeshiva, which was at the
time in its first year of programming.
The full-time, intensive curriculum
included the study of Torah, Talmud
and Mishna.
“I grew up Conservative and I
grew up going to Hebrew school,
but that was the first time that I
had really studied Jewish texts
seriously,” Strausberg said, adding
that she enjoyed the “tradition of
questioning, debate and dialogue.”
While at Hadar, Strausberg met
her wife, Chana, a native Israeli

who was spending just one year
in the United States. As the relationship was new, Chana was not
convinced to move to Boston with
Strausberg, so Strausberg moved
to Israel to study at Pardes. After a
year, the couple returned to Boston,
where Strausberg attended rabbinical school.
Chana plans to start a master’s
program in the Twin Cities next year.
“She is really the perfect partner
for me, she’s just made everything
that I’ve been doing so complete,”
Strausberg said. “She’s a perfect
partner in life and also in learning.
She’s very educated Jewishly, and
I joke that even after years of being
in rabbinical school, I feel like she’s
my rabbi.”
Chana also created a collage of
haiku Strausberg wrote that were
inspired by a year of Torah portions,
which hangs on Strausberg’s office
wall. Strausberg now maintains a
Daf Yomi [“daily page” of Talmud]
blog in which she writes daily Talmudic haiku (inhaiku.wordpress.
com); she is nearly four years into
the seven-and-a-half-year project.
Strausberg hopes to incorporate
her unique background and life
experiences into her work at Temple
of Aaron, including as a resource
for the social justice committee on
issues of sustainability. But she is
most interested in finding ways to
read and interact with the Jewish

tradition in creative ways.
“I love the Torah for what it is,
but…where’s the room for storytelling? What are the perspectives that
we’re not hearing? What’s our role
in telling the story, what’s our voice
in the tradition?” Strausberg said. “In
theater, we’re always interacting and
in dialogue with the text, and that’s
how I think about Jewish learning.”
And she is excited to be part of
the long and rich history of Temple
of Aaron.
“I found the community to be
very welcoming and friendly and
open,” Strausberg said. “Temple of
Aaron is a community that has some
families that have been here for
five generations…the roots are just
so deep… [The congregants] seem
excited to invest in me, but in some
ways, I’m a blip on their radar. They
have a cultural history that they’re
attached to and it’s a beautiful thing
to see and be a part of.”
***
Rabbi Avi Strausberg will be
formally installed during Shabbat
services on Saturday, Dec. 5 at
Temple of Aaron, 616 S. Mississippi River Blvd., St. Paul. Rabbi
Sharon Cohen Anisfeld, dean of
the rabbinical school at Hebrew
College, will assist with the installation.
For information, visit: www.
templeofaaron.org.

him at gunpoint and demanded to see
identification. He worries that when his
two young adult sons leave the house,
they’ll be mistaken for terrorists and
shot. Save for work, he hasn’t gone
out in a week.
“They’ll shoot someone who walks
in the street,” he said. “The situation is
scary. They began with knives, [and]
it’s scary for everyone.”
Neither side expects conditions to
improve soon. Jews and Arabs both
express a desire for normal relations,
but both also seem resigned to the possibility that violence will continue for
years or decades.
“We’re cousins, man, we’re sons of
Abraham,” Nader said. “The young
generation doesn’t want to get close.
It wants to build a fence in the neighborhoods instead of getting to know
each other.”
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