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Minneapolis Jewish Federation launches 2016 campaign
Harold Gernsbacher, JFNA’s national
campaign chair, spoke Aug. 24 about
the importance of service and giving
By ERIN ELLIOTT BRYAN
Community News Editor
The Minneapolis Jewish Federation
recently welcomed Harold Gernsbacher, of Dallas, Texas, the national
campaign chair of the Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA). Gernsbacher spoke at the Aug. 24 opening
for the federation’s 2016 Community
Campaign.
The 2015 campaign, which concluded July 22, raised more than
$20 million, under the leadership of
chairs Todd Leonard and Beth Kieffer
Leonard (7-31-15 AJW). The 2016
Community Campaign chair is Kris
MacDonald.
“I think it’s really important for all
the communities that I visit to know
how much care and concern there is
about the incredible job they’re doing
here in Minneapolis,” Gernsbacher
told the AJW. “It’s a fabulous community, it’s a model community. They
need to hear it, they need to know it,
they need people to recognize the

importance of the work that they do,
and to spur them to do more.”
Gernsbacher is a vice chair and
member of the board of directors
of the Jewish Federation of Greater
Dallas and serves as vice chair of the
United Israel Appeal. He has been a
member of the Jewish Agency board
of governors since 2009, and is currently the international co-chair of the
P2Gether division.
Gernsbacher began his two-year
term as national campaign chair in July
and travels from community to community. JFNA supports 151 federations throughout North America, and
a network of 300 rural communities
in the United States and Puerto Rico.
He views his role as an opportunity
to engage more members of those
communities in service and giving,
and to identify the next generation of
responsible leaders.
“There are opportunities for people
to extend themselves, engage, be
involved, it’s endless,” Gernsbacher
said. “Our responsibility as a federa-

Harold Gernsbacher: Our responsibility as a federation today is
to provide those appropriate
avenues, provide those doors,
provide those experiences to enable the next generation to have
reasons to want to be Jewish.

tion today is to provide those appropriate avenues, provide those doors,
provide those experiences to enable
the next generation to have reasons
to want to be Jewish.”
Gernsbacher’s family history goes
back five generations in Texas. His
great-grandfather entered the United
States at Galveston and eventually
settled in Mineral Wells, Texas.
The family later relocated to Fort
Worth, and Gernsbacher’s greatgrandfather was one of the founders
of Temple Beth El, a Reform congregation, which still remains. The first
record of a family gift to the federation
was for $50 — in 1905.
“I knew, historically, the context of
responsibility has always been there,
and it’s on both sides of the family,”
Gernsbacher said.
He first became involved in the
federation system in the 1970s,
when he was asked to join the Young
Leadership Cabinet. At a kibbutz in
northern Israel, he had his first experience with an open solicitation, and
when he returned home, he told his
mother that he had good news and

bad news.
“I said, ‘The bad news is that I
pledged more money than I make,’”
Gernsbacher said. “She said, ‘Well,
what’s the good news?’ I said, ‘I really
had a good time, can I borrow some
money?’ So she loaned me the money
and I paid her back. I have found that
I’m the product of a solid belief that
the more I give, the more I have; the
more I have, the more I can give.”
And Gernsbacher said the legacy of
giving continues through his daughters, both of whom have made longterm commitments to the federation.
According to its Web site, JFNA
raises more than $900 million through
its annual campaign and emergency
campaigns, and distributes more than
$2 billion from its foundations and
endowments to help Jews in Israel
and around the world. It also lobbies
in Washington, D.C., to secure $10
billion in public funds that flow to
Jewish communities throughout the
U.S., which supports agencies serving
people of all backgrounds, including
hospitals, nursing homes, community
centers, family and children’s service
agencies, and vocational training
programs.
Gernsbacher acknowledged that the
success of his position is measured in
dollars raised, but he also wants the
national federation system to serve as
an asset to local communities — particularly when it comes to important
issues such as the Iran nuclear deal,
which was negotiated by a group of
six world powers known as P5+1.
“We have a very difficult situation right now with P5+1, it’s a very
complex topic and communities are
struggling with how to manage that,”
Gernsbacher said. “It’s up to the JFNA
to provide the tools to enable the communities to make good decisions.”
Among the tools JFNA has provided
in regard to the Iran deal was access
to live Webcasts: one with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
on Aug. 4, and one with President
Barack Obama on Aug. 28 — both
of which were requested by those
respective offices.

JTA recently reported on 51 U.S.
Jewish groups who have released
statements on the Iran deal; 20 were
opposed, and others were reserving
judgment or were classified as “justdon’t-knows.”
“What we want to be sure of is that
we try not to allow complex issues
to resonate within people’s emotions
directed at their local federations,”
Gernsbacher said. “It’s not the federations’ purview, we didn’t start it, but we
do want to give them the opportunity
to be able to express themselves.”
The Minneapolis Jewish Federation
has declined to take a position on the
Iran deal, according to Mort Naiman,
its senior philanthropy officer and
director of the Jewish Community
Foundation.
Naiman is looking forward to the
2016 Community Campaign, and the
great work that can be done in Minneapolis and beyond — with “more
dollars, more donors, more workers
and volunteers, and more legacy.”
“The financial goal is to have an
unrestricted annual campaign of $10
million; in unrestricted gifts last year
it was $9.5 million,” Naiman said.
“We’re able to achieve that by asking everyone to consider a 10 percent
increase over last year’s gift.”
Additionally, the Minneapolis
Jewish Federation currently supports several affinity groups — the
Maimonides Society for doctors and
medical students; the Cardozo Society for lawyers; Young Leadership;
and divisions for women and major
donors — with plans to expand into
other areas of the community.
In seeking inspiration as the new
campaign launches, Naiman turned
to Gernsbacher, who offered one of
his many “Harold-isms”: “Our responsibility is from birth to Birthright,
Birthright to leadership, and leadership to legacy. And we have processes
and opportunities to serve all of those
needs within those populations, and
that’s where we need to go.”
***
For information, visit: www.
jewishminneapolis.org.

Courtesy of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation

VOLUNTEERING PAYS OFF — Rita Kelner and Ron Kelner were the
winners of a Kymco Scooter provided by Motoprimo Motorsports,
which was an incentive prize during the recently concluded 2015
Federation Community Campaign (7-31-15 AJW). Rita and Ron
participated at many Call for Change phone-a-thons and at Super
Sunday, and each time they secured a new gift: their names were
entered into the drawing. The 2016 Community Campaign has
commenced (see article above). This year’s Super Sunday will
take place on Dec. 13 at the Sabes JCC. To sign up to volunteer
for Call for Change, visit: http://ow.ly/RvuIZ.

L’Shana Tovah!
Happy New Year
from HMJDS!

MAZON, Shakopee Sioux
partner with University of
Arkansas food program
The Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community (SMSC) and
MAZON: A Jewish Response to
Hunger have announced a collaboration with the University
of Arkansas School of Law. The
project, which was unveiled as part
of the tribe’s Seeds of Native Health
initiative, is designed to enhance
tribal food sovereignty.
Due to a long history of limited
access to nutritious food, Native
Americans suffer with obesity,
diabetes and other nutritional health
problems at disproportionate rates
compared to other ethnic groups.
The Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative at the School of
Law will lead the development of
a comprehensive set of food and
agriculture codes to be customized
and adopted by tribal nations.
The SMSC’s leading gift of
$250,000 through its Seeds of
Native Health campaign and MA-

ZON’s gift of $50,000 through its
Rural and Remote Initiative will
support the first phase of an anticipated three-year project.
“This unprecedented coalition
is a meaningful and innovative approach to a systemic problem that
should be a national outrage,” Rabbi
Harold J. Kravitz, immediate past
board chair of MAZON and senior
rabbi at Adath Jeshurun Congregation in Minnetonka, said in a press
release. “MAZON is proud to bring
its 30 years of anti-hunger advocacy
experience to this remarkable project and to support the SMSC’s Seeds
of Native Health campaign and the
University of Arkansas to create a
long overdue legal framework that
will make a real difference in the
response to hunger among tribal
nations.”
For more information about
Seeds of Native Health, visit www.
seedsofnativehealth.org.

Enduring Values Extraordinary Education

For more information and upcoming events, call 952.381.3500 or visit www.hmjds.org
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Gary Gilson to perform
storytelling show
Gary Gilson will perform his oneman storytelling show, You Don’t
Have To Be Jewish... But It Couldn’t
Hurt!, 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 19
and Sunday, Sept.
20 in the theatre at
the Sabes JCC, 4330
Cedar Lake Rd. S.,
St. Louis Park.
The show is based
on Gilson’s childhood growing up
with colorful characters who worked
in carnivals with his
father, show-business people from
his mother’s family,
and his own 30-year Gary Gilson
career in television.
The original show
sold out at the 2013 Minneapolis
Jewish Humor Festival. At the time,
Gilson told the AJW that he had
been collecting these stories since
he was 13 years old (1-4-13 AJW).

“I began to go through my material that I’ve been collecting for
years and I said, I want to write a
show that is about the people whose
storytelling abilities
helped shape my life
as a professional and
just as a person,”
Gilson said in 2013.
Since the first version of the show,
Gilson has added
new stories about his
Jewish experience
during the Vietnam
War, a public housing dispute in New
York and the recruitment of American
volunteers to go to
Israel during the SixDay War.
Tickets are $20; visit: www.
brownpapertickets.com/
event/1905447. For information,
visit: www.sabesjcc.org.

Culture BLVD series
begins with Herson exhibit
Culture BLVD, a program
of the Israel Center of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation and
co-sponsored by the Sabes JCC,
has kicked off with Who Am I?,
an explorative exhibition by artist
Johanan Herson. The exhibit is
on display through Nov. 19 in
the Tychman Shapiro Gallery at
the Sabes JCC, 4330 Cedar Lake
Rd. S., St. Louis Park.
An artist reception will take
place 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 1.
Herson began questioning
his identity at an early age, as
a rebellious boy growing up in
Courtesy of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation
a strict Orthodox/Conservative Work by artist Johanan Herson excommunity. This lifelong quest plores identity, as part of the Culture
inspired his artistic imagination BLVD series.
and this exhibit, which incorLapid is married to Knesset Member
porates images, drawings and
collages spanning time, theme and Yair Lapid and lives in Tel Aviv.
The series will also feature folk
technique.
The series will continue with au- musician Ami Yares on Dec. 12, and
thor and journalist Lihi Lapid 7 p.m. author and medical clown Penny
Wednesday, Oct. 14 at the Sabes JCC. Hanuka. For tickets and information,
She will present “Writing Feminism: call 952-381-3499, email: tickets@
A Feminist Perspective on Journalistic sabesjcc.org or visit: www.sabesjcc.
and Literary Writing in Contemporary org/whats-happening.php.
Israel.”
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Delicious Jewish meals —
from the slow cooker
Jewish Slow Cooker Recipes:
120 Holiday and Everyday
Dishes Made Easy, by Laura
Frankel, Surrey Books,
244 pages, $18.95
AJW Staff Report
Just in time for the High Holidays,
Surrey Books has released the paperback version of Laura Frankel’s
Jewish Slow Cooker Recipes: 120
Holiday and Everyday Dishes Made
Easy. The volume has been
repackaged and redesigned, and includes a
fresh, modern layout and
convertible metrics.
The kosher recipes —
described as “simple, sophisticated and satisfying”
— make clever use of the
ever-reliable slow cooker.
“As a Sabbath-observant Jew and mother, I
cannot imagine what our
Shabbat lunches would
be like without our slow
cooker,” Frankel writes
in the book’s introduction.
“The trick was realizing I
could use this Shabbat
miracle machine every day
of the week.”
The cookbook is divided
by course and includes sections on appetizers, soups,
entrees, sides, breakfasts
and desserts. Each recipe
indicates seasonal ingredients and if it is meat, dairy
or pareve.
Among the offerings are Artichoke
Caponata, Mushroom Terrine, Szechwan Chicken with Star Anise Sauce,
Senegalese Peanut Soup, Cassoulet
and Poached Pears with Sweet Mascarpone.
“The recipes in this book are ac-

cessible to eaters of all backgrounds,”
Frankel says.
Frankel, who also wrote Jewish Cooking for All Seasons, is the
executive chef and head of food
services at Wolfgang Puck Kosher
Catering at the Spertus Institute
for Jewish Learning and Leadership
in Chicago. She is the former chef
and founder of Shallots, a kosher
fine-dining restaurant in both Chicago
and New York.
“When I opened my first restau-

rant in 1999, I was driven not only
by my love of cooking, but by the
desire to prove that kosher food
can be as gourmet and exciting as
any other type of modern and ‘edgy’
food,” Frankel says. “I want to provide the best kosher food possible
for my customers, using only the

freshest and highest-quality ingredients. The same goes in my
household.”
In addition to Frankel’s lengthy,
but helpful introduction — which
includes such resources as “Slow
Cooker Basics,” “Stocking Your Pantry” and the importance of browning
meat — the book includes a section
of Basic Recipes for spice mixes and
stocks that are “fundamental building
blocks.”
There is also an invaluable section for “Holiday
Menus,” which suggests dishes for each
of the holidays —
from Rosh Hashana
to Shavuot — and
the corresponding
page numbers on
which the recipes can
be found.
F r a n k e l ’s s u g gestions for a new
year meal? Roasted Parsnip and Jerusalem Artichoke
Soup, CauliflowerApple Soup with Duck
Confit, Veal Ragout
and Poached Fruit
Compote.
“There seems to
be this myth that
slow cooker food is
more casual and rustic,” Frankel says.
“This is simply untrue.
I have designed a menu
for the High Holiday
that is elegant and sophisticated.
The slow cooker will do much of
the work and you can take all of the
glory.”
For information, visit: www.agate
publishing.com.

Wishing You and Your Family
a Sweet and Healthy New Year!
Rossy & Richard
Shaller Family
Sholom East Campus

Norman & Lisette
Ackerberg Family
Sholom West Campus

740 Kay Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55102

3620 Phillips Parkway
St. Louis Park, MN 55426

651.328.2000

952.935.6311

Shirley Chapman Sholom Home East
Bentson Family Assisted Living Residence
Jay and Rose Phillips Center for Memory Care
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Apartments

Joe and Blanche Numero Sholom Home West
Knollwood Place Apartments
Roitenberg Family Assisted Living Residence
Leo and Doris Hodroff Pavilion for Memory Care

David Feinberg Vitality and Aquatics Center

Menorah West

Roitenberg Family Adult Day Center

Menorah Plaza

Sholom Johnson Hospice Agency

Sholom Home Care Sholom Johnson Hospice
952.939.1649 651.328.2091

www.sholom.com
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My epic visit with Sandy Koufax 50 years ago
Koufax did not pitch on Yom Kippur during the 1965 World Series and we should
be inspired to similarly cause our Yiddishkeit to prevail over our careers
By RABBI MOSHE FELLER
I am receiving calls from newspaper
reporters, rabbis and journalists from
throughout the United States regarding
my epic visit with Sandy Koufax at
the Saint Paul Hotel on the morrow
of Yom Kippur in 1965 — the Yom
Kippur on which Sandy Koufax did
not pitch.
Since the first game of the World
Series took place in Minnesota, Koufax was in St. Paul on Yom Kippur.
Being a shaliach (emissary) of the
Lubavitcher Rebbe and knowing how
much the Rebbe wanted his shluchim
to get Jews involved in mitzos, and
particularly Jews in the public eye,
I decided to attempt to visit Koufax
the day after Yom Kippur and present
him with a pair of teffilin as a token
of our appreciation of his not pitching
on Yom Kippur.
Since teffilin are donned on one’s
weaker hand and since Sandy was a
lefthander, we arranged the strap of
the tefillin to accommodate one who
dons teffilin on his right hand. I recited
a few verses of Psalms to evoke the
G-d Almighty’s help in making the
presentation to Koufax and drove to
the Saint Paul Hotel.

Arriving at the hotel, I went up to the
front desk and announced, “I’m Rabbi
Feller and I want to see Mr. Koufax.”
Knowing that Koufax was Jewish
and therefore he didn’t pitch the day
before, the people at the front desk
probably thought I was his rabbi,
so they gave me his hotel room’s
telephone number. When Koufax
answered, I introduced myself to him
and told him how proud the Rebbe was
that he refused to pitch on Yom Kippur.
“Sandy, the whole Jewish world is
tremendously proud of you,” I told
him. “Thousands of Jewish businessmen did not go to work on Yom Kippur
because you wouldn’t pitch. Do you
know how many Jewish kids didn’t
go to school on Yom Kippur because
you wouldn’t pitch on Yom Kippur?
When you announced weeks before
the game that you would not pitch on
Yom Kippur, you informed thousands
of Jews when Yom Kippur would take
place because more Jews read the
newspaper than have Jewish calendars
in their homes. In great appreciation of
the great sanctification of G-d’s name
that you made by not pitching on Yom
Kippur, I want to present you with a
pair of tefillin.”
“Where would you like to make this

POV series to
present immigration
documentary
The PBS series POV will present
the broadcast premiere of Jewish
filmmaker Mikaela Shwer’s new
documentary Don’t Tell Anyone (No
Le Digas a Nadie), which is the story
of a young undocumented woman
and her struggles.
The film will be screened locally
10:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 27 and
4:30 a.m. Monday, Sept. 28 on TPT
2; and 9 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 3 and
3 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 4 on TPT LIFE

(check local listings).
Since the age of 4, Angy Rivera
has lived in the United States with
a secret that threatens to upend her
life: She is undocumented. Now
24 and facing an uncertain future,
Rivera becomes an activist for undocumented youth with a popular
advice blog and a YouTube channel
boasting more than 27,000 views.
For information, visit www.pbs.
org/pov/donttellanyone.
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presentation?” he asked me.
“Anywhere you would like,” I
answered.
“Will you come up to my room?”
“Sure!” I said, and he proceeded to
give me his room number.
In a moment, I was standing before
the greatest pitcher in baseball and
probably the most famous Jew in
the world.
We chatted a few minutes about
baseball, with him fondling the tefillin during our entire conversation. I
wanted to don the teffilin with him
but he intimated that he knew how to
put on the tefillin by himself. He was
very courteous and reverent the whole
time we were together. As I turned
to leave, Koufax escorted me with a
parting statement.
“Rabbi Feller, everyone makes a
big fuss of my not pitching on Yom
Kippur; I don’t pitch on Rosh Hashana
either!”
Len Levine, a columnist for the
American Jewish World, reported
the story as I told it to him and every
Jewish newspaper in the United States
picked it up.
On the 40th anniversary of Koufax’s
epic deed, in 2005, the Star Tribune
interviewed me, and Pamela Huey
wrote a feature article titled “Faith
Trumped the Game.”
It is altogether proper that we pause
this Yom Kippur and recall the great
Kiddush Hashem Sandy Koufax made
by not pitching on Yom Kippur and
be inspired to similarly cause our

Sandy Koufax

Yiddishkiet to prevail over our careers
when we are similarly challenged.
A K’siva V’chasima Tova. May you
be inscribed and sealed for a good year.

Comedian, magician David Harris to perform
Award-winning comedian and
magician David Harris, of Robbinsdale, will host “Modern Vaudeville,”
a new comedy, variety, music and
talk show experience, 10 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 3 in the theater at Bryant
Lake Bowl, 810 W. Lake St., Minneapolis.
With a nod to live variety
shows of the early 20th century,
“Modern Vaudeville” will feature
some of the best comedians, magi-

cians, dancers, musicians and other novelty
acts onstage through a
variety and talk show
style format. Among
the performers will be
comedian Maggie Faris,
break dancer Abide, and
musicians Scott and
Mitch.
For tickets and information, call 612-825-

8949 (fee free) or visit:
www.bryantlakebowl.
com. There will be no
same day ticket reservations.
For information on
Harris, visit: www.
davidharrislive.com.

David Harris

Rimon announces arts events
Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts
Council, an initiative of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation, publicized the
following arts events in its monthly
e-guide. For a full listing of events,
visit: www.rimonmn.org.
• The Space Between the Words,
a group exhibit featuring work by
artists Harold Samtur, Sandra Brick,
Aribert Munzner and more, is on display through Sept. 26 at the Vine Arts
Center, 2637 27th Ave. S., Minneapolis.
An opening reception will take place 6
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 12, Both Samtur

and Brick will participate in artist talks
later in the month. For information, call
612-728-5745.
• The Center for Holocaust and
Genocide Studies at the University of
Minnesota will explore the massacre of
Hungarian Jews in the Austrian village
of Deutsch-Schützen with a screening
of Professor Walter Manoschek’s film
If That’s True Then I’m a Murderer
4 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 24 at 1210 Heller
Hall, 271 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. For
information, email: chgs@umn.edu.

From your friends and colleagues at:

Happy New Year
Better waWHUÁows
from better thinking!

Bernick Lifson offers a full range of legal
services including Creditors’ Remedies,
Real Estate, Litigation, Employment
and Labor, Business and Corporate,
Homeowner Associations, Tax, Trusts,
Estates and Probate, Intellectual Property
and Mediation and Arbitration.

6RIWHQHUV)LOWUDWLRQ'ULQNLQJ6\VWHPV
(QYLURQPHQWDOO\)ULHQGO\ - Reduces waste, conserves
water, produces great tasting water. No need for bottled
ZDWHUOHVVJDUEDJHLQWKHODQG¿OO
(QHUJ\(I¿FLHQW - Non-electric water treatment
equipment lowers operating costs.
+LJKHU)ORZ5DWHV - Produce more water in less time.

Independent
Authorized
Dealer

5500 Wayzata Boulevard, Suite 1200 | The Colonade
Minneapolis, MN 55416
763-546-1200 | www.BernickLifson.com

***
Rabbi Moshe Feller is director of
Upper Midwest Merkos–Chabad
Lubavitch.

(952) 474-0696

www.hwcwater.com

Photography
by Ann
Ginsburgh
Hofkin on
display
Work by photographer Ann
Ginsburgh Hofkin will be displayed in two separate exhibits.
Reflections: Photography by
Ann Ginsburgh Hofkin will be
displayed Sept. 15–Oct. 3 in
the Quarter Gallery at the Regis
Center for Art at the University
of Minnesota, 405 21st Ave. S.,
Minneapolis. A reception will
take place 8 to 10 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 19. For information, call
612-624-7530.
In Sight and Beyond will be
exhibited Sept. 18–Oct. 25 at the
Phipps Center for the Arts, 109
Locust St., Hudson, Wisc. A
reception will take place 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 18. For
information, call 715-386-2305
or visit: www.thephipps.org.

American Jewish
World is on
Facebook.

You can
“Like” us.

