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Reform movement stays neutral
• DEAL / from page 1

Courtesy of Bais Chana Women International

BAIS CHANA HOSTS SUMMER SESSIONS IN ST. PAUL — The Bais Chana Women’s Institute welcomed
130 women from throughout the United States, Peru, England, South Africa, Sweden, Canada and
Israel to participate in its six-week summer session, which was held at Lubavitch House in West St.
Paul. There were sessions for teenagers, college-age women and single mothers. Mrs. Hinda Leah
Sharfstien and Ms. Sara Leah Krinsky coordinated the program. Rabbi Manis Friedman, principal of
Bais Chana, was the core lecturer. Rabbi and Mrs. Moshe Feller — who, together with Rabbi Friedman,
founded Bais Chana 44 years ago — spoke at the Shabbat meals.

Federation meeting looks
to future, celebrates past
Earlier this month, more than
200 members of the Minneapolis
Jewish community gathered at
Adath Jeshurun Congregation for a
celebration of a year of lifechanging work through the Minneapolis Jewish Federation and its
partners.
The Federation’s 85th Annual
Meeting began with a recap of
the past year from Interim Chief
Executive Officer Gil Mann and
Federation President Dr. Linda
Ketover. The event was Mann’s
last after nearly one year leading
Federation while the search was
underway for a new CEO.
“Gil’s term as CEO may have
been short, but will leave a
lasting impression,” Ketover

said. “He encouraged a mantra
of ‘together we,’ strengthening
our collaboration with our partner
agencies and leaving us all better
off.”
The Annual Meeting was also
the community’s first opportunity
to hear from incoming CEO Stu
Silberman, who started at the Federation on Aug. 3.
“Gil left the ship in great shape,”
Silberman said. “And because of
his work in the spirit of ‘together
we,’ by ship, I really mean fleet.
Federation and its partner agencies are moving in the same
direction.”
Susie Chalom — beloved by
many in the community as a teacher,
mentor and current executive

director of Talmud Torah of Minneapolis — was honored with the
Leon and Sylvia Sorkin Jewish
Communal Professional Achievement Award.
The evening concluded with
the second annual FedTalk, which
featured author, commentator
and Middle East terrorism expert
Micah Halpern. He briefed attendees on the controversial Iran
deal currently awaiting approval
in Congress.
For information on the work
Federation and its partners, visit:
jewishminneapolis.org.
— Minneapolis Jewish
Federation

“I am calling/writing to urge
you to oppose the flawed Iran deal,
which does not end Iran’s pathways
to a nuclear weapon,” says the script
directed at undecided members of
Congress. “Please stand up for the
security of the United States and our
allies and demand a better deal.”
A rabbinic petition (though it’s not
clear all the signatories are rabbis)
against the deal garnered more than
900 signatures as of Tuesday, while last
week 340 rabbis sent a letter to Congress supporting the deal (prompting
the right-wing Zionist Organization
of America to release an “analysis”
of the pro-deal rabbis that found the
overwhelming majority supportive
of “activities that are hostile towards
Israel.”)
In a column in the Jewish Journal
of Los Angeles titled “Imagine the
following headline: 340 plumbers urge
Congress to disapprove Iran nuclear
deal,” Israeli analyst Shmuel Rosner
wrote: “Rabbis have no advantage
over plumbers when it comes to understanding and assessing the agreement with Iran. They have no better
professional qualifications and no
more relevant experience.”
Jewish groups weigh in
While most nonpartisan Jewish
groups that have weighed in are opposing the deal, there have been a couple

of notable exceptions. Last week, the
Reform movement announced that it
would not take a position.
“At this time, there is no unity of
opinion among the Reform Movement
leadership — lay and rabbinic alike
— just as there is not unity among our
membership as to the JCPOA itself,”
the Union for Reform Judaism said in a
statement Aug. 19, using the acronym
for the Iran deal, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. “Thus, there
is simply no clarity that would support
taking a position ‘for’ or ‘against’ the
JCPOA itself.”
Meanwhile, a group made up primarily of former lay or professional
leaders of Jewish organizations took
out a full-page ad in the New York
Times on Aug. 20 in support of the
deal. In what is perhaps a sign of the
rightward shift of Jewish organizations
(or their big donors) in recent decades,
among the pro-deal ad’s signatories
were three former leaders of major
Jewish groups whose current leaders oppose the deal: Thomas Dine,
AIPAC’s executive director from 1980
to 1993; Seymour Reich, chairman of
the Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations from
1989 to 1990; and Robert Rifkind,
president of the American Jewish
Committee from 1994 to 1998.
The deadline for the vote in Congress on the Iran deal is Sept. 17, just
two days after Rosh Hashana.
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Characters dwell
in superstition
• FOROUTAN / from page 1
He’s assisted by his younger
brother, Ibrahim, their families
living — and their wives competing — in a walled compound
overseen by their mother, Zolekhah. Ibrahim’s wife has a son
and another child on the way who
will be Mahboubeh, who “grew
up an orphan in that home,” her
father uncommunicative in grief
over his wife’s death.
Their lives are conducted
with horses, lanterns and crops
delivered on mules. Asher plays
Beethoven on a gramophone, but
there’s no mention of electricity or
automobiles; the women, at least,
believe in demons, and the local
Muslims believe that touching a
Jew will make them unclean.
Wealthy Asher is tormented
by lacking an heir. Fearing that
all he’s worked for will be lost,
he blames wife Rakhel, exploding during one extended-family
dinner: “Wife? What sort of wife
is she to me if she cannot do her
sole task?”
To Rakhel’s humiliation, he
takes an additional wife, a woman

for whom he has lusted, but with
equally no result. Eventually, he
realizes why.
Girl justly is winning wide
praise, and its zipping back and
forth in time reveals a way of
life and social order about which
most of us know little if anything.
Foroutan gains authenticity but
diminishes comprehension with
too many untranslated words and
phrases — some easy to guess,
others baffling.
Like exceptionally good storytellers, Foroutan leaves us
with seeming contradictions and
loose ends until nearly the end,
although I admit to being quite
bothered to read on page 80 that
when Asher died, the supposedly barren Rakhel “already had
her son,” followed by 176 pages
about Asher’s childlessness and
Rakhel’s shame until a quite
unexpected resolution.
The Girl in the Garden is an intriguing tale, unusually told. You
just have to pay close attention.
***
Neal Gendler is a Minneapolis
writer and editor.

