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Did you know?highlighTing leSSer-known But Oh-SO-iMpOrtant ParTS oF FeDeraTion

The Jewish Community Foun-
dation’s investment commit-
tee has been entrusted with 
$90 million in local assets to 
invest, steward, and return to 
the community to do good. 

The assets consist of  three distinct 
types of  funds: agency funds, donor 
advised funds, and designated funds. 
The investment committee has a 
deep understanding of  the nature of  
these funds and the importance to the 
community of  the returns generated 
by the investments. 

Ilene Zwick, committee chair, thinks 
it’s important to hear a breadth and 
depth of  experience and perspectives, 
so the committee will make profes-
sional and thoughtful investment de-
cisions for the portfolios. In response, 
she has built an investment committee 
that features volunteers with an array 
of  specialties, levels of  expertise, 
and from more than one generation. 
Around the table are investment 

professionals, financial experts, and 
community leaders. 

“Sitting on the investment committee 
is no small commitment,” explains 
Ilene. You can’t just come to a quar-
terly meeting. Members are expected 
to participate on sub-committees that 
meet intra-quarterly and to come 
to meetings ready to have robust, 
insightful discussions. In short, mem-
bers must “commit to the rigorous 
process of  providing excellent man-
agement for the various investment 
portfolios,” she notes. 

At a recent Jewish Federation of  
North America (JFNA) Investment 
Institute Conference, Ilene and Myra, 
were excited to learn that Minneapo-
lis is in step with the larger Federation 
foundations across the country. 

“It’s really something special to have 
a group of  community volunteers 
perform as well or better than the 
larger foundations in the bigger metro 
areas,” explains Myra Giesener, CFO 
of  the Minneapolis Jewish Federation.

The Foundation

The Jewish Community Foundation 
raises and distributes charitable funds 
that support important educational, 
cultural, and human service pro-
grams. Through the Foundation, you 
can make a legacy gift to help those 
in need, to enrich Jewish life, and to 
honor a loved one. You can choose 
from a range of  giving vehicles and 
customize your giving to meet your 
unique philanthropic goals while 
taking advantage of  tax benefits to 
maximize your impact.

To learn more about the Jewish  
Community Foundation, visit  
jewishminneapolis.org/foundation.

Our heartFeLt thanks 

to Ilene Zwick and the other 
committed members of  the 
Jewish Community Foundation 
investment committee: Mike 
Badower, Ron Fingerhut, 
Howard Kaminsky, Ron 
Kelner, Gary Kohler, Chuck 
Nadler, Jacob Simms, Marc 
Usem, and Danny Zouber.
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LocaL impact
the community campaign at work

Kosher Meals on Wheels is 
a program of  Jewish Fam-
ily and Children’s Service 

(JFCS). It strengthens community engagement 
both for the volunteers who drive, deliver meals, 
and offer companionship and for those who bene-
fit from them.

Harold, a 70-year-old single man living in St. 
Louis Park, has no family or close friends who 
live nearby. Although he longs for the familiarity 
of  home-cooked traditional kosher meals, he is 
unable to cook for himself  and would instead eat 
pre-packaged and fast food meals every day. 

After being referred to the Kosher Meals on 
Wheels program by his L’Chaim Senior Services 
case manager, Harold now receives home-cooked, 
nutritious, kosher meals five days a week, in ad-
dition to daily check-ins and interactions with his 
driver, Alvin. Harold eagerly looks forward to each 
delivery, as it gives him an opportunity to engage 
with someone in the community and allows him to 
appreciate the kindness and warmth that accom-
panies each meal.

The “Transfer of  
Memory” exhibit 
continues to be a major educational and program-
ming success for the Jewish Community Relations 
Council of  Minnesota and the Dakotas (JCRC). 
This museum-quality exhibit of  photographic 
portraits of  Holocaust survivors, taken by David 
Sherman, and accompanied by vignettes of  their 
lives written by Lili Chester, has traveled across 
the Midwest and for exhibition at universities and 
museums to wide audiences and critical acclaim. 

Curated by Laura Zelle and Susie Greenberg of  
Tolerance Minnesota, this exhibition presents 
arresting portraits of  Holocaust survivors living in 
Minnesota, in their homes, and in full color. Their 
accompanying stories outline survival during hor-
rific circumstance. As a collection, the works focus 
on life and hope, the survivors’ lives as constant 
reminders of  the value of  freedom and the endur-
ance of  the human spirit.

See the photos and exhibit online at  
transferofmemory.com. 

The Minneapolis Jewish Federation partners with a broad network of 
local organizations because TogeTher we do extraordinary things! 

These stories show a small sample of the ways your donation to the 
Community Campaign helps us fulfill our mission to build community, 
care for the welfare of Jews everywhere, and maximize participation in 
Jewish life. 

koSher MealS 
on wheelS

STorieS oF SurViVal

We believe in singing Hebrew 
songs at the top of  our lungs 

at Jewish summer camp!

We know that Jewish summer camp 
is one of  the most meaningful and 
life-changing experiences for kids 
and teens—and one of  the most 
expensive. 

Each year the Minneapolis Jewish 
Federations’ Camp Scholarship 
Fund provides needs-based camp 
scholarships to assist with the cost of  
camp tuition. 

The scholarship deadline is fast 
approaching! Learn more at  
jewishminneapolis.org/camp.
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Sh’liaCh TZiBur Free TriP To iSrael

hurry! Deadlines are fast approaching!

T’filah means prayer in 
Hebrew, and it’s also the name of  a b’nai mitzvah 
preparatory program for 6th and 7th graders at Bet 
Shalom religious school.

T’filah teaches historical ideals through the lens of  
Reform Jewish practice. While the focus is on con-
templative prayer, the program goes much further. 
In the process of  learning, reflecting, and then 
leading services, t’filah builds confidence, leader-
ship skills, and pride in Jewish identity.

Students participate in eight unique services led 
by clergy and teachers at Bet Shalom. After each, 
students reflect and offer their own insights on 
each service. 

The students then form small groups to discuss 
what it means to be a shaliach tzibur (to lead public 
worship), and each chooses a style of  service—
camp, meditation, yoga, teaching, etc.—they 
would like to lead for their peers.

They then become shaliach tzibur themselves, lead-
ing services, inspiring one another, and sharing a 
sense of  identity and community.

You read that right: 
FREE. The Min-
neapolis Jewish 
Federation is sponsoring a Taglit-Birthright Israel 
trip for 20-26 year olds this June. 

A trip to Israel strengthens Jewish identity and 
is the best way to build a lasting bond between 
young Jewish people in Minneapolis and their 
peers in Israel. 

Contact Ariel Biel at 
952.417.2319 or  
abiel@mplsfed.org for 
more information. 

Space is still available, 
but limited, so be sure 
to register online at 
jewishminneapo-
lis.org/birthright.
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“

“

when asked why Sears imported 
autos became a Platinum 
Corporate Partner of the 
Minneapolis Jewish Federation, 
ruth Maynard answered with one 
word: community.

“We are part of  the community, part of  
the fabric of  things. It’s nice to obtain suc-
cess, but you must give back and use that 
success to help others.”

Ruth Maynard is the Corporate Account Manag-
er for Sears Imported Autos. She is also the Event 
Manager, and, in that role, Ruth is responsible for 
the many community philanthropic events hosted 
each year by Sears, including a fashion show every 
October to benefit Tubman Family Crisis and Sup-
port Services, the state’s largest provider of  domestic 
violence services. 

In fact, Sears champions many local organizations, 
like Tubman, that serve the most vulnerable mem-
bers of  the community. Interfaith Outreach and 
Community Partners (IOCP) works to respond to 
emergency needs throughout the community. Open 
Arms cooks and delivers free meals to the sick. 
PACER Center cares for families of  children and 
youth with disabilities, while the Zakkary Johnson 
Memorial Fund endows organizations and projects 

Caring For  
our CoMMuniTy

that enhance the lives of  people with disabilities of  
all ages. And the list goes on.

Just like the Federation, Sears Imported Autos focus-
es its charitable giving on providing for the well- 
being of  people who need help the most, working 
with a range of  partners to cover the community in 
all its breadth and diversity. Ruth pointed out that, 
with very similar philanthropic missions, Sears’  
partnership with Federation came naturally. “We 
were aware that the Jewish community is very giving 
and community-minded.”

These words could just as easily describe Donald 
Sears, founder of  Sears Imported Autos. 

Don Sears was born on a small family dairy farm in 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin, and lived there his whole life. 
Even after becoming the owner and president of  
Sears, he drove 70 miles each way from the farm to 

the dealership, every day, while continuing to work 
the family farm. 

According to Ruth, Don Sears personally embodied 
the kindness and concern for those around him that 
have become the Sears family legacy. “He knew 
everybody’s name,” she explains, and he shared his 
commitment to the local community with all those 
around him.

Don Sears “was very successful but also very hum-
ble,” says Ruth. “He cared about his staff” and 
nurtured a sense of  family among all those who 
came through the door of  the business that bears 
his family’s name. “He never cultivated a corporate 
atmosphere.” That feeling of  being part of  a fami-
ly, and the deeply felt responsibility for the good of  
the community, drew Ruth to work for Don Sears 
years ago and gratifies her today. “One of  the most 

attractive things about working here 
is that part of  my job is caring about 
our community.”

Ruth backs up those words with 
her actions. On Super Sunday this 
year, Ruth brought a colleague from 
Sears, David Ruben, to help make 
calls to the community. Not sur-

prisingly, they were very successful; they even held 
a friendly competition to see who could secure the 
most gifts. (David won.) 

Don Sears passed away in 2011, but his son-in-law, 
Don Davidson, maintains the Sears’ legacy of  caring 
for the community. Ruth Maynard is the standard 
bearer of  that legacy. She is not only a partner; she is 
a true friend of  the Minneapolis Jewish community.

Looking to give back to the community 
through a corporate partnership?

To learn more about how your business can become 
a Corporate Partner of  the Minneapolis Jewish 
Federation, please contact William Ressler at 
952.417.2312 or bressler@mplsfed.org.

More than just a Platinum 
Corporate Partner, Sears 
imported autos is a friend 
to Minneapolis 

it’s nice to obtain 
success, but you 
must give back and 
use that success to 
help others.

ruth Maynard extols 
Federation at Super Sunday

David ruben makes calls  
at Super Sunday
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The worlD 
in whiCh 
we FinD 
ourSelVeS
terrorists kill five Jews in paris and copenhagen. 

rising waves of anti-israel and anti-Semitic activity and opinion 
confront college students as boycott, divestment, and sanctions 
are touted and anti-israel rallies are held.

We may have hoped that Jewish people (indeed, all people) would be free from 
persecution and terror by now. Sadly, this is not yet the case.

Given the frightening landscape, as Jews who are instructed to take care of  one 
another, what are we to do? 

Read on to learn how the Jewish Federations of  North America (JFNA) respond-
ed to the Paris and Copenhagen attacks and how they’re working to ensure the 
safety of  Jews across the globe.

Read about how the Jewish Agency for Israel is helping tens of  thousands of  
Jews make aliyah to Israel in search of  better, safer lives.

And read about how the Minneapolis Jewish Federation has —and is—respond-
ing locally as we continue to build vibrant, inclusive, and supportive Jewish 
communities here in Minneapolis and around the world. 
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SoliDariTy 

harassment of Jews throughout the 
world is at its highest levels in seven 
years. in europe, news reports from past 
months describe a significantly deterio-
rating situation. in these difficult times, 
the Jewish federations of north ameri-
ca (Jfna) is on the ground responding. 
here’s how:

Raising and allocating funds 
Federations have raised close to $1 million that has been 
allocated through our international partners to address 
important needs in France. This money will be used to help 
the community address urgent security needs and to assist 
with post-trauma counseling. 

Demonstrating solidarity
In addition to sending letters of  support and holding 
solidarity rallies and memorial vigils, JFNA sent a delega-
tion representing 18 Federations on a mission to France to 
ensure that the Jewish community there understands they 
are not alone.

Enhancing security
Ensuring Jews are safe is a priority for national law enforce-
ment groups, such as the Government of  Israel and Jewish 
Federations. JFNA’s Secure Community Network (SCN) 
has developed an unprecedented level of  security exper-
tise and close ties with the U.S. Department of  Homeland 
Security, and today is assisting Jewish communities world-
wide. Within hours of  the attacks in France and Denmark, 
SCN staff was on the ground providing on-site crisis man-
agement expertise and helping strengthen local security 

efforts. SCN has also developed a network of  professionals 
who meet annually to develop new ways to secure our 
communities.

Collaborating with partners
With the Conference of  Presidents of  Major American 
Jewish Organizations, JFNA convened a meeting of  key 
organizations that provide funding and services to Jews 
in Europe. Together they examined the rapidly chang-
ing situation, shared information, and explored areas for 
collaboration. These topics will guide their thinking and 
communal action as they continue to build and strengthen 
Jewish life around the world. 

In the recent past, the global Jewish community may have 
imagined a time when we could step back from a focus on 
anti-Semitism and physical threats to Jewish institutions 
and individuals. Now, we see that this is not that time.

JFNA’s immediate response has been focused and strate-
gic, providing both solidarity and assistance. Now JFNA 
is looking ahead, together with our historic partners and 
the leadership of  the communities directly affected, to face 
these growing threats. 

& aSSiSTanCe

newspapers, flowers, and other items in a 
memorial display outside the offices of the hyper 
Cacher kosher market, days after a deadly terror 
attack.

Source: JFna Solidarity Mission to 
Paris (Feb 8/9, 2015)
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aliyah our loCal reSPonSe
There are two types of  aliyah (immigration to Israel): 
“motivated aliyah” and “rescue aliyah.” 

No matter how shocked and frightened we may be on 
behalf  of  French and Danish Jews, aliyah from Europe is 
still considered “motivated aliyah,” according to Arielle 
Di Porto, the Director of  Aliyah for the Jewish Agency 
for Israel. She visited Minneapolis in February and 
spoke about the work she does on our behalf  to relocate 
Jews to Israel.

“Motivated aliyah” means you are immigrating because 
you want to. The desire may stem from fear or concern 
for safety, but it comes with formal processes to move 
you to a new home in Israel that include paperwork, 
Hebrew language classes, packing boxes, and more.

“Rescue aliyah” is the kind you won’t hear about public-
ly—with no formal process and no formal paperwork. 
The Jewish Agency for Israel comes and literally rescues 
people; those rescued leave in secrecy and with empty 
hands.

Today, 60,000 Jews live in countries the Jewish Agency 
considers at risk: they are encountering severe economic 
crises, have governments unfriendly to Jewish people, or 

the population is unfriendly 
to Jews. Arielle knows where 
each of  these Jews are, and 
she is ready and able to res-
cue them from their coun-
tries and bring them home 
to safety when they’re ready.

Because of  donations to 
Federations across the 
country, The Jewish Agency 
is able to save these at-risk 
Jews: young, old, rich, poor, 
sick, and healthy. 

The work done by The Jew-
ish Agency doesn’t happen 

without all of  us playing our part in funding the infra-
structure to move people in need of  rescue across the 
world, under cover, and in secret.

And, because of  your support, The Jewish Agency is 
also able to help the estimated 30,000 French Jews this 
year who are fortunate to be able to choose to pack their 
belongings, say formal goodbyes to friends, and make 
aliyah without cover or fear.

In response to increasing anti-Semitic and anti-Israel 
sentiments on local college campuses, and in keeping 
with one of  the community priorities—Strengthening our 
connection to Israel and Jewish peoplehood, the Minneapolis 
Jewish Federation has launched a new initiative—the 
Minnesotan Israel Leadership Collaboration (MILC), a 
round table to coordinate, cross-pollinate, and help fund 
Israel initiatives on Minnesota campuses.

Now in its initial stages, MILC is a collaboration 
between the Jewish Community Relations Council of  
Minnesota and the Dakotas (JCRC), Minnesota Hillel, 
Students Supporting Israel (SSI), and the Israel Center 
of  the Minneapolis Jewish Federation. The collabora-
tion will continue to grow to involve other organizations 
who advocate for Israel, assist and support university 
students to fight anti-Semitism, provide Israel program-
ming and Birthright trips, work with university adminis-
trations and academics, and educate about Israel. 

Additionally, MILC is making scholarships available for 
students on campus to participate in Israel advocacy 
training programs.

Learn more by contacting Eilat Harel at the Israel Cen-
ter, eharel@mplsfed.org or 952.417.2321.

In February, community agencies collaborated to host 
an Israel advocacy conference entitled “From Confron-
tation to Conversation: Israel on Campus and In the 
Community,” led by the JCRC and Mount Zion. This 
conference featured 
speakers and breakout 
sessions designed to 
help attendees feel 
inspired and equipped 
to engage in Israel 
advocacy. 

in the first half of 2014, The Jewish 
agency for israel held aliyah 
information sessions in France 
twice a week.

after July, they increased their 
offerings to five times a week.

Since the attacks in Paris, these  
aliyah information sessions 
are being held two to 
three times a DaY.

in 2015, The Jewish agency has 
16,000 people have attended these 
sessions, representing 30,000 
potential olim (people making 
aliyah). 

FrenCh ALIYAH statIstICs

Members of the JFna Solidarity Mission to Paris (Feb 8/9, 2015) add flowers to a memorial outside the offices of Charlie hebdo.

arielle Di Porto
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10:00 AM–3:00 PM  

Mount Zion Temple 

1300 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

Participants will leave inspired 

to engage in Israel advocacy on 

campus and in the community and 

equipped with tools for success.  

 

Breakfast and Lunch included.   

Register at https://mnisraelconference.eventbrite.com 
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Paris aliyah event draws 6,000 
participants, three times the 2,000 
who came last year; calls to The 
Jewish agency's Paris offices have 
tripled in recent months.

* Data is tentative and based on preliminary estimates by The Jewish agency and the Ministry of aliyah and immigrant absorption

1 The Minneapolis Jewish Federation funds The Jewish agency for israel as one of its global partners.

aliyah hiTS 10 year high 
according to end-of-year figures released by The Jewish agency 
for israel1 and the Ministry of aliyah and immigrant absorption, 
aliyah (immigration to israel) hit a ten year high in 2014, with the 
arrival of some 26,500 new immigrants. This marks a significant 
32 percent increase over last year’s number of approximately 
20,000 immigrants.

For the first time ever, France tops the list of  countries of  origin for immigrants 
to Israel, with nearly 7,000 new immigrants in 2014, double the 3,400 who came 
last year. This development has spurred The Jewish Agency and the Ministry of  
Aliyah and Immigrant Absorption to encourage aliyah from France and facilitate 
French immigrants’ absorption into Israeli society, as well as to expose young 
French Jews to life in Israel via Israel experience programs run by The Jewish 
Agency.

Additionally, some 5,840 new immigrants have come from Ukraine over the 
course of  the year, compared to some 2,020 in 2013. This dramatic 190 percent 

increase is due primarily to the ongoing instability in the 
eastern part of  the country. The Jewish Agency and the 
Ministry of  Aliyah and Immigrant Absorption are meet-
ing the challenge posed by the situation on the ground 
by expanding operations in Ukraine and offering immi-
grants special financial assistance.

Chairman of  the Executive of  The Jewish Agency Na-
tan Sharansky said: “2014 was a year of  record-break-
ing aliyah. This year also saw a historic shift: For the first 
time in Israel’s history, the number of  immigrants who 
came to Israel from the free world is greater than that 
of  immigrants fleeing countries in distress. This trend is 
evidence of  Israel’s attractiveness as a place where it’s 
good to live, as well as of  the success of  our joint efforts 
to promote aliyah and strengthen connections between 
Jews around the world and the state of  Israel. As we 
forecast further increases in aliyah from around the 
world, I very much hope the next government continues 

to join The Jewish Agency in maintaining aliyah encour-
agement and immigrant absorption as top priorities.”

Minister of  Aliyah and Immigrant Absorption Sofa 
Landver said: “This year we mark a ten-year record 
of  aliyah and a 32 percent increase over last year in the 
number of  Jews who reached the conclusion that they 
have no other country. I am excited to see the fruits 
of  our many efforts to encourage aliyah, but we have 
not yet reached our goal. Our ministry continues to 
work together with all relevant parties to promote the 
in-gathering of  the exiles, a vision that has accompanied 
the people of  Israel since the state’s establishment. We 
expect that some 10,000 new immigrants will come 
from France alone next year, and we will surpass 30,000 
immigrants from around the world—and even more.”

aliyah inCreaSeD FroM

CounTrieS oF origin For ThoSe Making aliyah, 2014*

• DeCreaSeD FroM 
eaSTern euroPe 
anD new ZealanD  
anD auSTralia. 

• reMaineD STaBle 
FroM SouTh 
aFriCa anD laTin 
aMeriCa.

The youngeST iMMigranT ThiS year 
waS Just weeks OLD anD iMMigraTeD 
FroM The uniTeD STaTeS.

The olDeST iMMigranT waS bOrn In 
1910 anD CaMe FroM FranCe. 

More than 50% 
are under 35 
years of age

> 18 
years

18-34 
years

35+ years

in 2014, More Than halF oF iMMigranTS To iSrael were unDer The age oF 35*
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For Beth Kieffer Leonard and Todd 
Leonard, Friday nights have always 
been a time to reflect on the week, 
their family, and what was happen-
ing around them. 

“Growing up, every Friday night at 
dinner, my parents talked about the 
Jewish community—its survival and 
its importance were front and center 
at the Shabbat table,” says Beth. 

Down the block in St. Paul, Todd’s 
experience was similar. “My father 
has always instilled in me to be 
mindful of  the needs of  others,” 
he says. “It was a huge part of  our 
Shabbat dinners when I was grow-
ing up.”

When Beth and Todd started their 
own family, they carried on the 
tradition of  discussing the Jewish 
community and tikkun olam with their 
children. 

These days, Friday nights are a 
peaceful moment in a week of  
obligations: careers, committees, 
and Beth and Todd’s latest role as 
the Minneapolis Jewish Federation’s 
Community Campaign chairs—a 
responsibility they don’t take lightly.

“It’s always easy to say no,” says 
Beth, “When we were asked to be 
Campaign Chairs, we thought about 
how important the Campaign is and 
the impact it’s had on our communi-
ty, and we had to say yes.”

Beth and Todd spent eight months 
planning the 2015 Community 
Campaign; their forethought has 
been evident in its success thus far. 
To date, under Beth and Todd’s 
guidance and with the support of  

a passionate group of  staff, volun-
teers, and donors, the Campaign 
has raised over $5.2 million to build 
vibrant, inclusive, and supportive 
Jewish communities here in Minne-
apolis and around the world.

“Our impact overseas is indescrib-
able,” says Beth. When you meet 
people in the international commu-
nities who have been touched by a 
gift from Federation, you can feel 
their gratitude.

“They just need to know that there 
are people who haven’t forgotten 
about them and are willing to reach 
all around to lend a hand, ‘I’m 
here’,” Beth adds. 

At the beginning of  the 2015 Cam-
paign, Beth and Todd set a goal to 
raise $11 million and they remain 
optimistic.

“Our vantage point is an incredibly 
positive one,” says Todd. “We’re 
committed to the purpose and 
mission of  this organization and we 
will see this Campaign through to 
our goal.”

Beth Kieffer Leonard is a past 
President of  the Minneapolis Jewish 
Federation and sits on The Jewish 
Agency for Israel’s Board of  Gover-
nors.

Todd Leonard is a past President 
of  the Sabes Jewish Community 
Center Board of  Directors.

Beth kieffer leonard  
& Todd leonard

Meet beth and todd

When you’re not leading our community in 
changing the lives of people in need, what do 
you do?
Beth: Managing Partner at Lurie Besikof Lapidus 
& Company, LLP
Todd: Consultant for Healthcare, IT, and startup 
companies

How did you meet?
Skiing at Afton Alps

Proudest family philanthropy moment?
Watching our three kids (now ages 27, 25, and 
21) work together to distribute funds from their 
joint Leonard Children Philanthropic Fund.

Looking back on your nearly 25 years of service 
in our community, what are you most proud of? 
We play such a small role—everyone else does 
so much, from professionals to volunteers to 
donors. We’re so proud to be just a small piece 
of that.

Why is Federation important to you?
We have a responsibility to leave our 
community stronger, more vibrant, and a 
wonderful place for the next generation to 
live Jewish lives. We feel that Federation is a 
very important part in leading, convening, and 
ensuring that this will be the case. We also 
know that through the Federation, our global 
Jewish family will also be taken care of in times 
of distress. No other organization does this as 
comprehensively.

community campaign

Only four months remain in the 2015 Community 
Campaign. With your leadership and dedication, 

we are well on our way to achieving our goals for this 
campaign. To date we have raised more than  

$5.2 million in the unrestricted campaign from 2,501 
donors, with an average gift increase of  7.44 percent. 

Our total Financial Resource Development campaign is  
over $5.8 million.

The Minneapolis Jewish Federation and our dedicated volunteers have 
been working tirelessly for the last eight months to get to this point in the 
campaign.

From countless face-to-face conversations to our major events, like the 
King David Society and Pacesetter Dinner and the Twin Cities Cardozo 
Society Dinner, we continue to close gifts. In addition to the campaign 
work, Federation has hosted an Israeli medical student from Poriya Hos-
pital, hosted The Jewish Agency for Israel’s Arielle Di Porto as she spoke 
about the crisis in France, introduced Tzedakah League through Super 
Sunday (see below), played with objects with Hanoch Piven, hosted artist 
salons through Rimon, and discussed Lawfare and the Delegitimization 
of  Israel with the Twin Cities Cardozo Society.

As always, on behalf  of  a grateful community—both here and over-
seas—we want to thank you for your continued support, passion, and 
time. Together, we are building and sustaining a vibrant, inclusive, and 
supportive Jewish community. 

Tzedakah league 
At Federation’s Call for Change phone-
a-thons, every call you make and every 
dollar you raise earns unrestricted 
funds for your favorite 
local Federation-funded 
organization. At the end of  
the 2015 Community Campaign, 
Tzedakah League dollars are distributed to 
participating organizations and the team 
with the most Tzedakah League points also 
takes home the Tzedakah Cup!

On Super Sunday, 16 organizations participated in 
Tzedakah League and raised $35,935 for the community. 
More than $3,500 is currently in the Tzedakah League pool. 

Add funds to the pool and earn funds for your team 
by volunteering at Call for Change phone-a-thons—or 
schedule your own Call for Change gathering! Register 
at jewishminneapolis.org/c4c or contact Evan Stern 
with questions: estern@mplsfed.org or 952.417.2335.
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Nancy Brown was raised in a home 
where philanthropy was a cherished 
value. Her parents taught her that 10 
percent of  one’s income should be 
donated to charity. This is a lesson her 
parents learned from their own parents 
as well. 

She has taught the importance of  giv-
ing to charity to her two children—and 
grandchildren—along the way. 

Nancy says, “I donate to give back to 
the community, which has been so good 
to me.”

This value can be seen in other realms 
of  Nancy’s life. For example, she hosts 
a Chanukah party for her friends every 
year. Instead of  giving gifts, she makes a 
donation to each of  her friends’ chari-
ties of  choice. “I think we all have too 
much stuff,” she explains.

She also makes donations to her own 
children’s charity selections every year. 
This year her children encouraged their 
own kids to decide where the donations 
would go. “I’m glad to see my kids are 
walking the talk,” Nancy kvells.

Nancy created a donor-advised fund  
when she decided to sell the appreciat-
ed stock because she was unhappy with 
the company’s ethics. With advice from 
her financial planners, Steve Lear and 
Seth Meisler at Affiance Financial, she 
transferred the stock for sale into the 
fund held at the Jewish Community 
Foundation of  the Minneapolis Jewish 
Federation. The proceeds of  the sale 
created the endowment, and the in-
terest will be used for future charitable 
contributions. 

Nancy’s son was also influential in the 
decision to set up the fund. He is the 
Director of  Legacy Development at the 
East Bay Jewish Federation and Foun-
dation. He had told her about his work 
setting up donor-advised funds in the 
East Bay area of  Northern California 
and encouraged her to start her own 
philanthropic fund.  

“I set this fund up so my children 
would manage it after I am gone and 
contribute to it if  they wanted to. They 

can decide what charities it will go to,” 
explains Nancy.

But she didn’t stop there. “I also elected 
to have my grandchildren—upon my 
son’s and daughter’s deaths—be the 
deciders of  where the interest goes.”

“I don’t have much wealth,” says 
Nancy. “But I tithe to support the many 
charities that I care deeply about. For 
the same reason, I give my time as a 
volunteer.” 

Donating the stock proceeds was a 
great way to start the fund and to create 
a legacy that perpetuates Nancy’s val-
ues with future generations, while also 
supporting the causes she is passionate 
about. 

“It is a win-win.”

Create your own legacy 
To learn more about donor-advised 
funds like Nancy’s, or other ways to 
develop your personal legacy, contact 
Mort Naiman at 952.417.2322 
or mnaiman@mplsfed.org.

TeaChing PhilanThroPy To The nexT generaTion

Top row (l to r): grandkids Justin Brown; Talia Segal; and 
andrew Segal. Bottom row: nancy’s son Steve Brown; son-in-
law, lenny Segal; nancy Brown; and nancy’s daughter, Susie 
Segal. not pictured: nancy’s daughter-in-law, alissa hauser.

n August of  2013, I became a big 
sister, but not because my mother 

was pregnant for nine months. 

I decided to volunteer for the Jewish 
Big Brother/Big Sister Program through 

Jewish Family and Children’s Service (JFCS).

When I was first given information about my soon-to-
be-Little Sister back in August, I was ecstatic to hear the 
lengthy list of  similarities we shared. Both of  us enjoyed 
doing arts and crafts, swimming, nature, photography, 
biking, and much more. It seemed as if  I were the one 
being described! 

However, upon hearing the next thing mentioned about 
her, my bubbly excitement vanished, leaving behind a gob 
of  muddled thoughts. 

My Little Sister was an Orthodox Jew. 

All my life I’d known Judaism through the eyes of  a secular, 
unaffiliated Israeli Jew who was “home-shuled” in Hebrew 
and religion by her mom. My conceptions about other 
types of  Jews were vague and based heavily on stereotypes. 
Thus, the first thing that popped into my head—after I 
was able to reenter my rational state of  mind —was, “What 
language do I speak with her?”

I’ve come a long way in the year and a half  of  being with 
my “Sister.” Just from the casual (English) conversations we 
have together, I’ve learned and gotten so much more out of  
this experience than what I initially expected to gain. I’m 
constantly astonished to learn just how diverse the lifestyles 
of  different types of  Jews can be, yet we still believe in the 
same ideas. 

Being a Big Sister has also advanced my own 
growth as a leader, a mentor, and a responsible 

adult. Now I am more confident to speak up, to take action, 
and make mature decisions. 

Finally, I have realized the value of  a lasting connection 
between two people. These unbreakable bonds take time 
and effort to forge, and she and I certainly still need to get 
to know each other more to achieve that closeness. Howev-
er, these are the most enduring connections that I know will 
enable us to stay good friends—to stay Sisters—for many 
years to come.

Being a Big Sister isn’t volunteering, it’s a privilege.

Lia Harel is currently an 8th grader at Hopkins West Jr. High 
School. She loves the outdoors, riding her bike, traveling, and playing 
the violin. Lia is also very passionate about writing and hopes to one 
day pursue a writing career.  

Editor’s note: Lia Harel was the recent winner of  the Keren Or (Ray 
of  Light) creative arts contest in poetry. Mazel tov, Lia!

what’s YOur stOrY? Why are you proud to be 
part of  our Jewish community? We would love to feature your story 
in an upcoming issue of  Minneapolis Jewish Life, whether you write it 
yourself  or we interview you, let’s talk! Send us an e-mail at  

mplsjewishlife@mplsfed.org.

whaT language Do i SPeak wiTh her?
By lia harel

JewIsh MInneapOLIs: YOur stOrIes

a young woman becomes a Big Sister to an orthodox Jew and 
learns about herself in the process.
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Happy Pesach!

tips for a friendly,  
palate-pleasing passover
a haggadah for everyone
Know someone with spe-
cial needs? Now there’s 
a haggadah just for them! 
The Gateways Haggadah 
utilizes over 150 picture 
communication symbols 
developed by Mayer- 
Johnson, the leading cre-
ator of  symbol-adapted 
special education materi-
als that assist individuals 
in overcoming speech, 
language, and learning challenges. In addition to picture 
symbols for blessings and songs, the haggadah provides 
step-by-step photographs to illustrate what to do through-
out the Seder. While created for people with special needs, 
this haggadah is perfect for small children too! The haggadah 
is available for purchase online at jgateways.org.

pass the haggadah
Before the Seder begins, have everyone sign their name on 
the inside cover of  the haggadah along with any milestones 
that have happened since the last Passover. Year after 
year, you will create a family time line of  who shared each 
memorable evening together.

Dip more than just karpas
Early in the Seder we get to eat karpas, or parsley, which we 
dip in saltwater twice. (This reminds us of  the tears of  the 
Israelite slaves and symbolizes 
hope) Why stop there? Kids 
love to dip things, and let’s be 
honest, we’re still not going to 
eat for awhile. Keep tummies 
from rumbling by putting out 
vegetable sticks and fruit with 
an assortment of  dips—hum-
mus, almond butter, and honey. 
The kids and the adults will thank you.

and while we’re dipping…
Ashkenazi Jews from Eastern Europe dip greens in saltwa-
ter, but Sephardic Jews from the Middle East dip greens 
in vinegar. (Probably inspired by the biblical hyssop leaves 
dipped into blood and then used to spread on the door-
posts that helped initiate the redemption from Egypt.) 
How about dipping that karpas into red vinegar (like the 
red sea?) for a new, tastier twist on tradition.

pass out props
Here are some fun ideas 
to try when discussing the 
plagues: Pass out bubble 
wrap for people to pop while 
you talk about the plague 
of  boils. Pass out band-aids 
(three to each person) and 
ask everyone to put them 
on their faces and hands to 
symbolize the boils. Drop 
ping pong balls in your 
guests’ cups of  wine or toss 
cotton balls to represent 
hail. Turn off the lights 
when you come to the darkness for a refreshing pause in 
the story.

Make it a wine tasting
You get to drink four glasses 
of  wine at Passover, so why not 
have some fun along the way? 
Prepare a wine flight for your 
guests—going from sparkling to 
white to rose to red throughout 
the evening—just as you would 
at a fancy restaurant. Not a 
drinker? Don’t be afraid to 
use sparkling, white, and blush 
grape juice instead.



M
IN

N
E

A
P

O
L

IS
 J

E
W

IS
H

 L
IF

E
  

  
  

  
 |

  
  

  
  

 S
P

R
IN

G
 2

0
15

 /
 A

V
IV

 5
7
7
5

 

23

Call for Change 
April 12, 13, 16, & 19  //  May 4 & 17  //  June 7 & 23

Join volunteers and staff as we thank donors and raise 
critical funds to save and change lives. 

jewishminneapolis.org/C4C

CoMMuniTy eVenTS CalenDar

MaY 2015

3 KeePINg THe SPIrIT ALIve: A CoNFereNCe For CAregIverS 
ANd THoSe SuPPorTINg A Loved oNe WITH deMeNTIA
Sabes Jewish Community Center | 8:30 AM -1:30 PM 
4330 Cedar Lake rd S, Mpls.
Presented by the Twin Cities Jewish 
Community Alzheimer’s Task Force. 
Features keynote speakers Carol Shapiro 
and Mark Shapiro and breakout sessions 
by local experts.

Register at jfssp.org/conference 

  

13 CALL For CHANge // SHoP For CHANge | 6 - 9 PM
Minneapolis Jewish Federation—Levin Family Board room
We are giving this Call for Change phone-a-thon a 
makeover! Connect with donors for our post-Passover 
Campaign push, make thank you calls, and shop for 
Mother’s Day gifts with the proceeds benefiting the 
Community Campaign! 

Register at jewishminneapolis.org/C4C 

15 geT SMArTer ABouT ISrAeL: | 11:30 AM - 1 PM—Free
WoMeN’S PHILANTHroPy LuNCH & LeArN
Minneapolis Jewish Federation—Levin Family Board room
Special guest Joe Perlov from Israel Experts will use a 
huge map of  Israel and the Middle East to explore the 
complex issues of  today in the context of  Jewish history, 
Jewish Peoplehood, and even Jewish humor.  
BYODL—Please bring your own dairy lunch and an 
inquisitive mind. 

RSVP at jewishminneapolis.org/getsmarter

Co-sponsored by Israel Center, Jewish Community Relations 
Council, and AishMN. 

19 rIMoN PreSeNTS JoeL CArTer | 1 PM
edina Art Center | 4701 W 64th St, Mpls.
Joel Carter creates temporary rock 
structures that grow out of  his 
personal concern (as the child of  a 
Holocaust survivor) and professional 
interest (as a palliative care 
physician) for the process of  healing. Liba Zweigbaum 
Herman joins Joel for a Salon discussion of  his art. 

Buy tickets at rimonmn.org 

19 SexuAL ASSAuLT: FINdINg our voICeS | 1 PM—Free
university of MN Humphrey School Conference Center
Come see Brave Miss World, a documentary about 
former Miss Israel and Miss World, Lino Abargil. This 
powerful film profiles the international beauty queen 
who turned a brutal rape into global action by speaking 
out publicly and encouraging other victims to take back 
their voices. Following the film, join us for refreshments, 
a conversational panel, and a resource fair.

Co-presented by the Twin Cities Maimonides Society, Women’s 
Philanthropy of  the Minneapolis and St. Paul Jewish Federations, 
and the 20|30 Project. 

RSVP to mruby@stpaulfed.org or 651.695.3181 

21 yoM HA’zIKAroN | 7 PM—Free
Beth el Synagogue | 5225 Barry St. W., St. Louis Park
Community members will share their personal reflections 
to honor the state of  Israel’s fallen soldiers and victims of  
terrorism.

26 yoM HA’ATzMAuT | 11 AM - 3:30 PM —Free
ISrAeL INdePeNdeNCe dAy FeSTIvITIeS For ALL AgeS 
St. Paul Jewish Community Center | 1375 St. Paul Ave, St. Paul
Family festivities include an Israeli DJ dance party, Krav 
Maga, Israeli cooking and dancing demonstrations, 
a bounce house, photo ops, live performances by the 
Heilicher Minneapolis Jewish Day School dance troupe, 
and more!

More info at coreyk@stpauljcc.org or 651.255.4733 

29 HeArT ANd SoLe | 6:30 PM
Mount zion Synagogue | 1300 Summit Ave, St Paul
Join us for a joint St. Paul 
and Minneapolis Women’s 
Philanthropy donor thank you 
event with Jane Weitzman, VP 
of  Stuart Weitzman Shoes and 
author of  Art & Sole (Harper 
Collins 2013). As a member of  
her own Federation’s Board of  
Directors and an executive committee member of  the 
Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), Jane’s got more 
than sole—she’s got soul!

Bring (or wear) your favorite pair of  Stuart Weitzman 
shoes and have them autographed! More info to follow.

  

aprIL 2015

super sunDaY.
One DaY. 

One COMMunItY.
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The Minneapolis Jewish Federation’s Community 
Campaign is focused on helping people in need, 
rescuing people in danger, and keeping Jewish life 
strong.

we believe that no child should go to bed hungry—
whether they’re in Minneapolis, israel, or 

anywhere in between. we believe that every 
senior has the right to live with dignity. and 
we believe that all Jews should be able to 
live anywhere in the world without fear of 

persecution.

YOu can help.
This Passover, please make the only gift that 
supports Jewish people through all phases of life 
in greater Minneapolis, israel, and more than 70 
countries around the world. 

jewishminneapolis.org/donate

beCause tOgether we DO extraOrDInarY thIngs.

For one week,  
we go wIthOut breaD.

tOnight, 17% Of MinneSOta 
chilDren anD 33% Of 
iSrael’S chilDren will 
gO wIthOut DInner.


