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The environment and Jewish values
Rimon artists highlight the need
to care for the earth and living things
By SHARON ZWEIGBAUM

Ethereal tree images, an insect lineup and a symbol-laden shadowbox
are award-winning creations that can
be seen in A Delicate Balance: The
Environment, Sustainability and an
Artist’s Voice, sponsored by Rimon:
The Minnesota Jewish Arts Council,
an initiative of the Minneapolis Jewish
Federation.
The works, selected by curator
Roslye Ultan, will be displayed and
discussed at a Rimon Artist Salon on
May 18 at Traffic Zone Center for
Visual Arts. They will also be featured
in an art exhibition at the Living Green
Expo on May 5 and 6 at the Minnesota
State Fairgrounds.

Using diverse means, three artists —
Ann Ginsburgh Hofkin, photography;
Lynda Monick-Isenberg, drawing; and
David Feinberg, mixed media — have
generated midrash (a commentary)
about caring for the earth and living
things, a core Jewish value found in
sacred texts such as Genesis, Ecclesiastes and Deuteronomy.
Hofkin’s photographs portray
botanical close-ups and a sense of
infinite space beyond. She applies
light to magical effect, a marker for
her internationally known black and

white photographs on nature themes.
Infrared film fosters a glowing aura
around details like gnarled limbs,
luxuriant glades and rolling terrain.
The photograph “Kauai” features
a low-hanging, light-infused leaf
canopy, shielding a shadowy passage.
In contrast, “Chicago” emphasizes a
tree’s anthropomorphic branches, both
thick and thin, which curve against a
boundless firmament. In an exhibition
statement Hofkin said, “My photographs of trees, with attention to their
roots and branches, emphasize the tension between stability and struggle.”
The photographer explains that her
unique light impressions are due to
“infrared’s additional sensitivity to
that part of the light spectrum otherwise unavailable to the human eye.”
She concluded, “Evidence of things
unseen but nonetheless intuited mirrors the fragility of our environment.”
Vulnerability of living species is
also evident in “Shmita,” a tenderly
drawn composition by Monick-Isenberg, a professor at the College of
Visual Arts in St. Paul. Her meticulous
works are based on close observation
of nature, as in this gouache and graphite rendering of natural specimens, no
longer alive.
A lineup of seven assorted insects
tops a centered image of a shriveled
dandelion plant that hovers over a dead
wasp and a single feather. An observer
wonders what killed them. Step back
a bit and notice that the arrangement
may signify a menora.
“Viewing found objects as... metaphors and experiencing the objects
through drawing, I uncover personal
and universal truths,” Monick-Isenberg declared. “All are reflections on
how humans affect our environment
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