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“Never doubt that a 
small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can 

change the world; indeed, 
it’s the only thing that ever has.” 

- Margaret Mead

Embracing Our Past

The Minneapolis Jewish Federation was founded 

in 1930 to coordinate fundraising and social 

service planning and delivery within the Jewish 

community. Our aim was, and continues to be,  

to make more efficient the overlapping 

community organizations and to create one 

American Jewish community out of a diversity  

of immigrant Jewish communities.

Envisioning Our Future

Today, the Minneapolis Jewish Federation is a 

multi-million dollar life-changing enterprise, 

working with people and partners across  

the globe to build a vibrant, inclusive and 

supportive Jewish community. We nurture  

Jewish life and learning, help those in need  

and build connections with Israel and Jews 

around the world. The Federation is proud  

to be the only organization that supports  

Jewish people through all phases of life in  

greater Minneapolis, Israel and more than  

70 countries around the world.
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Dear Friends:

Community. It’s what we all are together. Old, young and in-between. Secular, cultural, religious. 
Immigrant, transplant or native Minnesotan. As Jews, we’re in this together. 

Community is what it means to take care of each other when we’re sick, elderly, infirm and 
struggling financially. Community is sharing our Jewish values, rituals and traditions and welcoming 
all. Community is living the responsibility of kol yisrael aravim zeh b’zeh — all Jews are responsible 
for one another. 

The Minneapolis Jewish Federation is here to ensure that our Jewish community lives up to this 
definition. Federation is the only organization with this mission. Only Federation supports Jewish 
people through all phases of life, providing food, shelter and medicine, Jewish education and 
experiences, customs and culture locally, in Israel and in 77 countries around the world. 

Federation’s unique mission unifies our community, bringing people, partners, resources and ideas 
together — an incredible and powerful network dedicated to fulfilling our Jewish responsibilities.

You, together with nearly 4,500 other generous donors, contributed $16.75 million to the 
Minneapolis Jewish Federation — an extraordinary achievement for our community. Every moment 
of every day, those gifts are forever changing, improving and saving lives. The impact of our 
organization is so vast that we launched a one-of-kind digital map that uses lives social media feeds 
to demonstrate the local and global impact of each gift. Take a tour around our global network at 
mapyourimpact.org and see in real-time the extraordinary things we are doing together.

This year our Board of Directors, volunteers and professionals began the implementation of our 
strategic plan. As you would expect, it is critical that we direct our human and financial resources to 
achieve our most important goals. And so for the first time, we distributed a portion of Community 
Campaign resources to support outcome-based programs that we believe will achieve our 
community’s priorities (see p. 5) and move us forward. This is an important step toward the Jewish 
community of the future — a community that encourages collaboration, innovation, increased 
philanthropy and accountability — a community of impact and results. We are excited to continue 
on this journey with each of you and our local and global partners.

We are deeply grateful to you — our donors, leadership, volunteers, 
partners and professionals. Thank you for entrusting us with  
your gifts, living your passions and investing them with  

Federation in service of our community.

With gratitude,

Michael Barry    Stephen R. Silberfarb 
President    Chief Executive Officer

Message
From the President and CEO
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On December 14, 2001, a 
Ford pick-up truck hit 8-year 
old Grady Hughes as he was 
bicycling home. His injuries were 
so severe that the doctors were 
unsure he would survive the 
night. After spending 87 days in 
the hospital, Grady was left with 
a traumatic brain injury, legally 
blind, deaf in his left ear, unable 
to smell and partially paralyzed 
on his left side. He was forced 
to embark upon a journey to 
relearn to talk, walk, breathe, 
and swallow — he had to start 
all over again.

From the night of the accident 
when Grady received his Hebrew 
name, Aaron Chaim, “the Jewish 
community greeted him with 
open arms,” Marla, Grady’s 
mother, remembers. Grady 
immediately became hooked on 
Judaism and Jewish life. 

He has since received a rich and 
meaningful Jewish education 
through Darkaynu, a program 
designed specifically for the 
population of Jewish youth 
and young adults who cannot 
be mainstreamed in a typical 
Jewish setting. And, this past 
December at the age of 19, a 
dream came true for Grady 
when he traveled to Israel on a 
Birthright trip* — an experience 
that would have never been 
possible without the Federation. 
One of his favorite memories 
was reading Torah on top of 
Masada while he celebrated his 
Bar Mitzvah.

Making Dreams Come True

“I never in a million years 
thought that Grady would have the 
opportunity to go on Birthright,” 

says Marla... But, with the support of the Federation, he 
did. And it’s an experience he will never, ever forget.

*We were proud to be part of a collaboration between Taglit Birthright Israel, Israel Free Spirit and National Jewish Council for 
Disabilities to make Grady’s dream of traveling to Israel come true.
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Changing Lives. 
Making the World A Better Place.

24  
LOCAL PARTNERS  

 

We work with people and partners everywhere who  

16 
NATIONAL + GLOBAL 

PARTNERS   
70+ 

COUNTRIES SERVED 

WE HELP OVER 6 MILLION PEOPLE AROUND THE GLOBE

CREATE A COMMUNITY OF SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

STRENGTHEN OUR CONNECTION TO ISRAEL AND GLOBAL JEWISH PEOPLEHOOD

ENGAGE THE NEXT GENERATION IN JEWISH LIFE

ENHANCE AND DEEPEN THE COMMITMENT TO PHILANTHROPY

BROADEN LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE

“We may not ever be able to understand why society permits 
inequality, intolerance, hunger, disease and genocide in the first place.  
But we can understand what we can do to stop them. So be a 
little gutsy sometimes. Have some chutzpah.”  - Ruth Messinger



One hundred-
and-seventy 
Israel advocacy presentations were 
given to local schools, civic groups 
and churches advocating for peace 
and security in the state of Israel

2000+
Minneapolis children in 
grades pre-K through 

12th grade had a quality 
Jewish learning experience 
within Jewish classrooms, 

summer camp and through 
travel to Israel

Just this year:

190,000
of the world’s most impoverished elderly Jews 

received life-saving food, medicine and companionship

Seventy-one Twin Cities Jewish organizations and 23 
individual sponsors joined the Minneapolis and St. Paul Jewish Federations to sponsor 
Israel’s 65th Independence Day celebration at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds

800+
young children and families 
in Minneapolis received 
Jewish books and early 
childhood resources through 
the PJ Library program, 
bringing Jewish life and 
traditions into the home at 
an early age

$26
million in local, state and federal 
funding was secured and 
protected by the Twin Cities 
Jewish Community Government 
Affairs Program to benefit our 
local Jewish community

One hundred-
and-twenty 

backpacks were donated by Minneapolis 
preschoolers and families and were 

hand-delivered to impoverished Jewish 
students in Havana, Cuba during a 

Federation mission

21,575
Kosher meals on wheels 
were served to isolated 
seniors in Minneapolis

4,100 
Jewish children across the former 

Soviet Union discovered what it means 
to be Jewish at Jewish camps

Twenty-one 
young and upcoming Minneapolis Jewish 
leaders graduated from the Harry Kay 
Leadership Institute, a two-year intensive 
training program designed to create 
leadership excellence in the Jewish community

600 
frail, low-income 

Minneapolis seniors 
received case 
management, 

services and 
support to promote 
independent living 

in their homes while 
helping them to 

stay safe, healthy 
and engaged in 

Jewish life

And that is just a taste!

Seventy-
seven 
members of the Minneapolis Jewish 
community participated in missions to Cuba, 
Morocco, Israel and the former Soviet Union

10,000
disadvantaged Israeli kids received 
academic and social support, giving 
them an equal opportunity to thrive in 
the classroom and in society
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We make it easy for future generations 
to “opt-in” to being Jewish.
The Minneapolis Jewish Federation nurtures Jewish values, helping the next generation 
discover their Jewish identity and engage in Jewish life. We ensure that teens, young adults 
and young families have a broad menu of programs and opportunities to choose from, 
making it easy for them to participate in Jewish life in ways that are meaningful to them.

Jewish Learning. We support every Jewish child in Minneapolis 
receiving a Jewish education as well as Jewish schools and community 
centers here and in more than 70 countries. From day schools and 
supplemental schools in Minneapolis to Jewish education programs in Minsk 
and Kiev, we are creating a new generation of proud and literate Jews.

Campers & Teens. We provide hundreds of Minneapolis campers and 
teens the chance to discover and nurture their Jewish identity through 
unforgettable experiences at Jewish summer camp and study, volunteer 
and travel programs in Israel. And, through our global programs, we 
are bringing the same life-changing experiences to children and teens 
in Eastern Europe whose families, for the first time after decades of 
oppression, are embracing their Judaism.

Young Families. We support creative programs that help young families 
in Minneapolis bring Jewish culture and traditions into their homes and 
into their lives. Whether by bringing young families together to learn and 
celebrate or by sending Jewish books to nearly one thousand Jewish and 
interfaith homes, we are giving parents the tools they need to teach and 
nurture Jewish values.

Young Adults. We offer young adults in their 20s and 30s a wide range 
of opportunities to explore and evolve their Jewish identity. We help 
foster innovative, relevant and accessible programming, experiences and 
leadership opportunities for young adults. Social and networking events 
provide meaningful touch points with the Jewish community while college 
and post-grad volunteer and Israel travel experiences become catalysts for 
deepening connections to the Jewish world. 

$109K 
scholarships for 
camp and Israel 
experiences

$1.2M 
Minneapolis 
Jewish day and 
supplemental 
school support

$81K 
Jewish life on 
the University 
of Minnesota 
Campus
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Bella leans down to hear Borya as he speaks softly in 
her ear. “My grandmother said I’m Jewish,” he whispers, 
“But she never told me about this nice holiday.”

It’s Shabbat at the summer camp where Bella is a 
counselor. With the campers dressed in white and the 
Shabbat songs being chanted in the background, this 
camp could be anywhere in the Midwest. But, it isn’t. 
Borya is a nine-year old camper from Odessa in the 
former Soviet Union, and this Federation-supported 
summer camp is his first real exposure to Judaism.

“I want to celebrate at home every week,” continues 
Borya, “Can you help me persuade my parents?” 
Borya’s parents, like many parents in the former Soviet 
Union, are hesitant to celebrate Jewish life in their 

home after decades of oppression. By teaching a new 
generation about Jewish values, culture and traditions, 
we are creating a Jewish renaissance in communities 
across Eastern Europe.

Bella and her fellow counselors explain that celebrating 
Shabbat connects Jews around the world. “When 
you light the Shabbat candles on Friday night, think 
of the Jews thousands of miles away saying the same 
prayer and experiencing the same lovely Shabbat 
moment,” Bella encourages. She says that the campers’ 
enthusiasm around celebrating Shabbat and other 
Jewish traditions is encouraging; a reminder that Soviet 
Jews robbed of their culture under communism can 
once again become a thriving Jewish community.

Bringing Shabbat to Jewish 
Children Around the World
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We ensure Jews everywhere receive the 
help they need, when they need it most.
The Minneapolis Jewish Federation’s strong fiscal stewardship benefits communities around 
the world, helping Jews everywhere receive the support they need when they need it most. 
Through careful planning, we are able to leverage every dollar we distribute to maximize the 
impact of each gift and touch more lives. We support critical programs that provide rescue 
and relief to children, families and the elderly who have nowhere else to turn. Creating a 
community of shared responsibility is not only our priority, it is our core value. 

Aging Seniors. We help elderly Jews in Minneapolis and across all time 
zones age with dignity, support and a lifeline to the Jewish community. 
Through food and homecare programs, we enable more seniors in 
Minneapolis to age in place while maintaining safe and healthy living 
conditions. Every day we are providing meals, medicine, heating fuel and 
companionship to some of the world’s most impoverished elderly Jews.

Disadvantaged Youth. We provide the promise of a brighter future 
to at-risk youth living in challenging situations. In Israel, where one in four 
children live below the poverty line, we provide innovative academic, social 
and mentorship programs to help break the cycle of poverty. In Eastern 
Europe, we ensure that children living in unthinkable conditions are fed, 
clothed and educated. And here in Minneapolis, we offer counseling and 
mentorship to children in need of extra support.

Individuals with Special Needs. As a national leader in the area of 
inclusion, the Federation ensures that children and adults of all abilities 
have meaningful opportunities to participate in Jewish life. Whether in the 
Jewish classroom, at the Jewish community center, camp or through tailored 
programs, we support and encourage Jewish learning and socializing for our 
community members with special needs.

Times of Crisis. The Federation has a long track record of carrying out big 
bold initiatives and mobilizing great resources during times of crisis. From 
the rescue and resettlement of Ethiopian and Soviet Jews, to humanitarian 
relief during natural disasters in Haiti and Japan and rocket attacks in Israel, 
to emergency financial support in the aftermath of the economic crisis, the 
Federation responds swiftly and effectively. We support counseling, trauma 
services, disaster response, job training and emergency financial assistance 
to help our friends and neighbors rebound and recover from crises.

$5M 
Support for victims 
of terror in Southern 
Israel through Jewish 
Federations of  
North America Terror 
Relief Fund

$995K 
Food, medicine and 
companionship for 
the world’s poorest 
elderly Jews

$82K 
Emergency 
financial assistance 
grants for single 
mothers in crisis
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Estelle is 87 years-old, homebound and alone. Her 
daughters, the only family she has, live a thousand  
miles away.

Life became a lot easier, safer and less lonely for Estelle 
when the Jewish community stepped in to help. She 
now has a caregiver, Marni, to help around the house, 
take her to appointments, and assist with grocery 
shopping. Marni is more than Estelle’s caregiver, she’s 
her friend. And she is helping Estelle to continue living 
with independence, security and dignity.

Estelle never thought that she would be in need of help. 
Now that she is, Estelle is thankful that these services 
are available to her in the Jewish community.

“I don’t feel like I’m alone in the world. I’m very blessed 
having someone, and by someone I mean the Jewish 
Federation,” says Estelle.

 

Helping seniors 
age with dignity, 
love and support
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We empower our community to 
come together and make a difference.
The Minneapolis Jewish Federation creates opportunities for Jewish people to connect 
socially and professionally and to serve their community. Through tailored programming 
and volunteer opportunities, we are bridging modern-day interests and core Jewish 
values. The Federation gives like-minded people a venue to pool their ideas, passions and 
resources to shape their community and make the world a better place.

Women’s Philanthropy. Through financial resource development, 
education, and leadership development, Women’s Philanthropy empowers 
women to create a personal and financial commitment to the Jewish world.

20|30 Project. Designed to help Jews in their 20s and 30s redefine for 
themselves what it means to be a young Jew in Minneapolis, the 20|30 
Project offers opportunities to connect socially, lead and give — meaning 
there’s a way for everyone to participate, contribute and benefit.

Cardozo Society. This affinity group for Jewish attorneys, judges 
and law students in the Twin Cities strengthens bonds among legal 
professionals through education, social and philanthropic activities,  
pro bono practice and leadership opportunities.

Maimonides Society. This affinity group for Jewish medical 
professionals in the Twin Cities strengthens community by providing 
programming and public service opportunities for tikkun olam and 
supporting the local and overseas Jewish communities by encouraging 
philanthropic participation.

Israel Center. The Israel Center strengthens connections between the 
Minneapolis Jewish community and Israel by helping community members 
travel to Israel and bringing Israeli culture, history and programs to our local 
Jewish community.

Rimon: Minnesota Jewish Arts Council. This award-winning 
program promotes and enhances Jewish identity through arts and culture, 
supports arts and artists who broadly explore Jewish themes, and facilitates 
collaborative involvement with the arts in the greater Jewish community.

$3.1M 
donated to the 
2013 Community 
Campaign by 
Jewish women in 
Minneapolis

35 
Jewish attorneys 
provided pro bono 
services at the 
Cardozo Society 
Legal Aid Clinic 

200+ 
Jews under the 
age of 40 supported 
the Minneapolis 
Jewish Federation 
mission as donors 

“We make a 
living by what 

we get, but 
we make 

a life by what 
we give.”  

—- Winston Churchill
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2012-13 Snapshot In Photos

Maccabeats LIVE in Concert

Chanukah Party With a Cause

Twin Cities Wide Yom Ha’atzmaut  (Israel’s Independence Day) Celebration

Rimon Artist Salon Series

Twin Cities Maimonides Society Summer Event

Women’s Philanthropy Lion of Judah Luncheon

Community Campaign Kickoff with Natan Sharansky

“Shalomcoming” Celebration for 
Young Adults

Twin Cities Cardozo Society Annual Dinner
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A Few Highlights from 2012-13

RIMON NAMED ONE OF 

“Top 50 Most 
Innovative 
Jewish 
Nonprofits”
For three consecutive years, 
Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish 
Arts Council has been named 
one of  North America’s 50 
most innovative Jewish non-
profits by Slingshot, a resource 
guide for Jewish innovation. 
The program was selected from 
hundreds of  nominees based 
on its strength in the areas of  
innovation, impact, leadership 
and organizational efficiency.

ROCKET 
ATTACKS ON 
SOUTHERN 
ISRAEL
In response to the rocket attacks 
on Southern Israel in November, 
Federation launched the Glob-
al Jewish Newsline blog to keep 
community members informed 
and enable them to help. Our 
global partners responded in-
stantly on the ground, providing 
aid and relief  to victims. Fed-
eration CEO Steve Silberfarb 
went into the war zone to show 
our support and distribute relief  
packs during a solidarity mission 
in the midst of  the crisis.

Introducing the 
Community Concierge
Federation introduced the Community 
Concierge, a new resource for people of  all 
ages and backgrounds designed to ensure 
that everyone is able to connect to programs, 
services and opportunities that are meaningful 
to them. Follow the Community Concierge on 
Twitter @jewishmpls.

Outcome-Based 
Funding

The Federation allocated a portion of  community funding for 
specific programs and initiatives that address one or more of  
our community’s five strategic priorities (see page 21 for de-
tails). Our goal is to maximize the efficient and effective use 

of  community resources, maximize community impact and encourage 
collaboration, innovation, increased philanthropy and accountability in 
working toward our shared community vision for the next decade.

Harry Kay 
Graduating Class 
of 2011-13
Congratulations to this year’s graduat-

ing class of  the Harry Kay Leader-
ship Institute! The two-year bi-cities lead-
ership program culminated in a mission 
to Kiev and Israel where participants had 
the opportunity to see firsthand the power 
of  a global Jewish network to change lives 
and make the world a better place. Meet 
our Minneapolis graduates: 

Young Leadership 
Evolves Into the 
20|30 Project
Recognizing that the way today’s young people 
connect to the world, and by definition, the Jewish 
world, is constantly changing, we decided it was 
time to switch up our approach to young adult 
engagement. The 20|30 Project offers opportunities 
to connect, lead and give… meaning there is a way 
for everyone to participate, contribute and benefit.

MapYourImpact.org 
Launches

MapYourImpact.org is a one-of-a-kind online, 
interactive, social-media driven map of  
the world showing the global impact of  

Federation’s work. Live feeds show donors how their 
gifts are changing lives, every moment of  every day, 
across the globe.

BACKPACK 
DRIVE FOR 
CUBA
Just days before a delegation of  24 Minneap-
olis Jewish community members were leaving 
for a mission to Cuba, we received an urgent 
request for 120 backpacks for Jewish kids  
attending the Havana Jewish Hebrew School. 
Within five days, our local educational part-
ners reached out to their students and fami-
lies to collect backpack donations and person-
alized notes from Minneapolis kids for their 
peers in Cuba. The effort was a huge success 
and the backpacks and notes were delivered 
safely to the children.

New Playground at 
the Sabes JCC Early 
Childhood Center

W
hen the Federation 
heard that the Sabes 
JCC’s Early Childhood 
Center was in need of  
a new playground, we 

granted $200,000 from the Federation’s 
Building Repair and Replacement Fund to 
ensure that the project took place. After sev-
eral months of  construction (which proved 
to be amazing entertainment for the chil-
dren), a safe and vibrant new playground is 
now open for fun!

Robyn Bass
Shane Boroditsky
Molly Brackett
Lev Buslovich
Mitch Chargo
David Goldenberg
Michael Epstein
Joel Goldsmith
Jason Grais

Sarah Gruesner
Jonathan Halper
Daniel Rodich
Amy Shiff
Dannon Shiff
Alene Sussman
Rachel Vegas
Drew Zamansky
Rory Zamansky
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*CONTRIBUTIONS MADE 7/1/12-6/30/13

35%
$5,800,000  
Jewish Community 
Foundation 
Contributions*

57%
$9,500,000  
2013 Unrestricted Contributions 
to Community Campaign

4%
$664,000      
Donor Directed 
& Restricted   
Contributions 
to Global

4% 
$668,000           
Donor Directed 
& Restricted 
Contributions to 
Local Community 

n $1,288,000 
n $1,052,000 
n  $711,000 
 

 

Minneapolis Jewish Federation FY 2012-13 Budget 

 

Fundraising

Administration

Community Impact,
Outreach & Leadership
Development

Philanthropic Impact – $16.63 Million



Community Campaign
We believe no child should go to bed hungry, every senior has the right 
to live with dignity, and all Jews should be able to live — anywhere in 
the world — without fear of persecution. We believe in the power of a 
community to come together to change the world.

We believe in the Community Campaign — and thankfully, so do you.

Together, we raised $9.5 million to help create, sustain and grow our 
vibrant, inclusive and supportive Jewish community. Your peers — our 
staff, board and volunteers — dedicated thousands of hours to identify, 
evaluate and respond to the needs in our local and global Jewish 
community. The result: every gift through the Community Campaign 
goes to the highest and best use, every moment of every day. There is 
no single donor that has the ability to do as much research, planning 
and vetting as the Federation team; a gift through the Community 
Campaign is the most responsible choice for your philanthropic dollars.

Our Global 
Network
AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT  
DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE

AMOS & CELIA HEILICHER MINNEAPOLIS 
JEWISH DAY SCHOOL

BAIS YAAKOV HIGH SCHOOL

BET SHALOM  
CONGREGATIONAL SCHOOL

ENRICHMENT, DEVELOPMENT AND 
GROWTH FOR EDUCATORS

HILLEL: UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

ISRAEL CENTER

ISRAEL MOVEMENT FOR  
PROGRESSIVE & REFORM JUDAISM

JEWISH AGENCY FOR ISRAEL

JEWISH COMMUNITY INCLUSION 
PROGRAM FOR PEOPLE  
WITH DISABILITIES

JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
COUNCIL OF MINNESOTA &  
THE DAKOTAS

JEWISH FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S 
SERVICE OF MINNEAPOLIS

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
OF THE UPPER MIDWEST

THE MASORTI MOVEMENT

NATIONAL AGENCIES

NECHAMA: JEWISH RESPONSE  
TO DISASTER

RIMON: THE MINNESOTA JEWISH  
ARTS COUNCIL

SABES JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

SHA’ARIM

SHIR TIKVAH CONGREGATIONAL SCHOOL

SHOLOM

TALMUD TORAH OF MINNEAPOLIS

TEMPLE ISRAEL  
CONGREGATIONAL SCHOOL

TORAH ACADEMY

TWIN CITIES JEWISH COMMUNITY 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS PROGRAM

WORLD ORT

$9.5
million in 
unrestricted gifts

Nearly

4,500 

donors

40
local and global 
partners
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Designated 
Giving 
Opportunities
Our work doesn’t stop with the Community 
Campaign. We raised nearly $1.5 million in 
designated gifts this year to help advance 
the Federation’s mission to change lives 
and make the world a better place. Through 
designated giving opportunities, we are 
able to match the passions of our donors 
with needs in our community, thereby 
funding more critical programs and services, 
responding to emergencies, and ensuring 
that people in need of help receive it.

81 camp scholarships were given out through 
the Federation’s Camp Scholarship Fund

Jewish children in the former 
Soviet Union attended Jewish-
identity building camp in Minsk400

of Israel’s neediest youth are living at 
the Ben Yakir Youth Village where they 
receive the academic and emotional 
support they need to thrive122
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Jewish 
Community 
Foundation
For more than thirty years, the Federation’s 
Jewish Community Foundation has helped 
individuals, institutions and professional 
advisors maximize their impact on the 
Jewish community and the community at 
large. Gifts through the Foundation help 
sustain our community by providing a 
perpetual stream of funding for critically 
important programs and initiatives.

The Jewish Community Foundation offers 
our donors a trusted place within the 
Jewish community to fulfill their long-
term philanthropic goals. In 2012-13, the 
Foundation and its donors distributed more 
than $7 million in grants to well-deserving 
organizations spanning a wide range of 
philanthropic causes.

JEWISH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION ASSETS: 
$78,600,000

$27,000,000
Philanthropic Donor-Advised Funds    
  

$17,300,000
Agency 
Designated
Funds      

 
$23,200,000
Designated Funds      

 
     
$6,600,000 
Perpetual Annual 
Campaign & 
Lion of Judah 
Endowment Funds  
    

 

$4,500,000
Unrestricted 
Endowment
Fund       
    

*AS OF 8/31/2013

3,000+ 
gifts made to the 
Jewish Community 
Foundation

880 
funds held at 
the Jewish 
Community 
Foundation

87 
new funds 
opened in  
2012-13

1,328 
grants made to a  
wide-range of 
philanthropic causes
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Amos and Celia Heilicher Minneapolis Jewish Day School $300,631
Bais Yaakov High School $40,293
Barry Family Campus Support $100,000
Ben Yakir Youth Aliyah Village for Disadvantaged Youths — The Jewish Agency for Israel $222,600
Bet Shalom Congregational School $153,148
Camp Scholarship Fund — Minneapolis Jewish Federation $48,649
Capital Equipment Acquisition Fund — Minneapolis Jewish Federation $14,000
Children’s Initiative for Disadvantaged Youth in the Former Soviet Union —  
   The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) $336,271
Core Overseas Support — The Jewish Agency for Israel & JDC $1,218,557
Education, Development and Growth for Educators (EDGE) $14,825
Elderly Relief in the former Soviet Union — JDC $995,285
Hillel at the University of Minnesota $80,513
Israel Center — Minneapolis Jewish Federation $71,019
Jewish Community Relations Council of Minnesota and the Dakotas $184,217
Jewish Family and Children’s Service of Minneapolis $980,933
Jewish Federations of North America $380,000
Jewish Historical Society of the Upper Midwest $4,814
Minneapolis Jewish Community Inclusion Program for People with Disabilities $11,158
National Agency Support $74,025
Parallel Lives — Bridging Communities in Israel and Minneapolis $3,500
Parents and Children Together (PACT) programs — JDC $300,000
Religious Diversity in Israel Support — Conservative (Masorti) $10,000
Religious Diversity in Israel Support — Reform (ARZA/IMPJ) $10,000
Rimon: Minnesota Jewish Arts Council $15,268
Sabes Jewish Community Center $665,062
Sha’arim: Educating Jewish Children and Young Adults with Special Needs $91,610
Shir Tikvah Congregational School $63,186
Sholom $43,476
Special Education Funding Pool — Minneapolis Jewish Federation $20,181
Summer Camps in Minsk (former Soviet Union) — The Jewish Agency for Israel $94,680
Talmud Torah of Minneapolis $266,637
Temple Israel Congregational School $202,873
Torah Academy $191,509
Twin Cities Jewish Community Government Affairs Program $85,703
VOICE: Community Building Initiative — Sabes JCC $70,917
Youth Futures for Disadvantaged Youth — The Jewish Agency for Israel $69,888

DONOR-DIRECTED PROGRAM SUPPORT — LOCAL 
Donor-Directed Impact Total Locally $372,757

DONOR-DIRECTED PROGRAM SUPPORT — GLOBAL 
Donor-Directed Impact Total Globally $214,013

EMERGENCY RELIEF $37,252

JEWISH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION DONOR-DIRECTED AND  
DESIGNATED FUND PROGRAMMATIC AND ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT $4,700,000

TOTAL COMMUNITY IMPACT $12,759,450

Local & Global
Impact
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Ben Yakir Youth Aliyah Village
Ben Yakir is home to 122 at-risk Israeli junior high and 
high school students who receive an inclusive offering 
of formal education, enrichment activities, Jewish 
heritage, a comprehensive therapeutic facility and 
a boarding school framework to provide for all their 
needs. Program of the Jewish Agency for Israel.

Children’s Initiative in the  
Former Soviet Union
Critical programming provides at-risk children and 
their impoverished families in the former Soviet Union 
with food, medicine, winter heating and clothing 
subsidies, school materials, and emergency grants for 
housing and utilities. Program of the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee.

Educational Programs in Israel
The Federation’s Israel Center recruits teens and 
young adults to participate in formative, life-changing 
educational programs in Israel and provides and/or 
connects them to scholarship resources. Program of 
the Israel Center of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation.

Elderly Relief in the Former Soviet Union
Programming provides food, medication, home care and 
winter relief for some of the world’s most impoverished 
elderly Jews, many of whom are Holocaust survivors, 
across the former Soviet Union. Program of the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.

Friends ’N Fun Program
Children and young adults with special needs are 
paired with trained volunteers for specialized, guided 
social interactions, giving their parents and caretakers 
much-needed respite and offering participants fun and 
meaningful social opportunities. Program of Sha’arim.

Hillel LIFE
University of Minnesota students have a chance to 
learn, develop leadership skills, and build stronger 
connections to Jewish life on and off campus through 
this innovative program geared toward future Jewish 
leaders. Program of Hillel: University of Minnesota.

Israel Advocacy
Programming includes community education (both 
Jewish and non-Jewish) and lobbying to promote 
peace and security for the state of Israel. Program of  
the Jewish Community Relations Council of Minnesota 
and the Dakotas.

Jewish Big Brother/Big Sister Program
This program empowers at-risk Jewish children and 
their families by providing unconditional Jewish 
mentoring relationships for youth ages 3+, helping 
them to reach their full potential and feel welcome, 
valued and active within the Jewish community. 
Program of Jewish Family & Children’s Service  
of Minneapolis.

In 2013, the Federation took the first step toward an outcome-based funding model by 
allocating a portion of community resources for specific programs and initiatives that address 
one or more of our community’s priorities, including:

High Impact Programs in Minneapolis, Israel & Across the Globe
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L’Chaim Senior Services
Approximately 600 frail, low-income seniors receive 
case management, services and support to promote 
independent living in their homes while helping them 
to stay safe, healthy and engaged in Jewish life. 
Program of Jewish Family & Children’s Service  
of Minneapolis.

Parents & Children Together (PACT)
A multi-faceted educational and social intervention 
initiative in Hadera, Israel, PACT equips Ethiopian-
Israeli preschoolers, children and their parents with 
the tools and support they need to succeed in the 
classroom and in Israeli society. Program of the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. 

Professional Development  
Grants for Educators
These grants enable educators from Jewish 
educational organizations and programs in the Twin 
Cities to participate in professional development 
trainings to strengthen and enhance the Jewish 
education experience for children in our community. 
Program of EDGE (Enrichment, Development & 
Growth for Educators), program of the Minneapolis 
Jewish Federation.

Sabes JCC Center for Active Adults
Programs are geared toward aging members of the 
Jewish community, enabling them to optimize their 
physical health and feel connected to a strong and 
supportive community. Program of the Sabes  
Jewish Community Center.

Sabes JCC Center for  
Youth and Teen Engagement
Programs are geared toward children ages 6-18 and 
their families, providing affordable cultural and social 
programming that leads to increased participation  
in Jewish life. Program of the Sabes Jewish 
Community Center.

Summer Camps in Minsk, Belarus
More than 400 Jewish youth in Minsk, Belarus participate 
in these high-impact, Jewish identity-building summer 
camp experiences which are often their first and most 
formative Jewish educational experiences. Program of 
the Jewish Agency for Israel.

Therapeutic Recreation Programs
Therapeutic recreational programming serves the 
social, emotional, physical, cognitive and spiritual 
needs for each low-income or vulnerable elderly 
resident/tenant at Menorah Plaza and Menorah West. 
Program of Sholom.

VOICE: Community Building Initiative
More than 260 Russian-speaking, low-income  
Jewish seniors in downtown Minneapolis/St Louis 
Park/Plymouth areas participate in religious, 
educational and recreational events and leadership 
development programs to maximize their quality of 
life and integrate them into the Jewish community. 
Program of the Sabes Jewish Community Center, 
Jewish Community Action and the Minneapolis  
Jewish Federation.

Youth Futures
Serving 144 kids in Netivot and Sdot Negev in Israel, 
Youth Futures empowers disadvantaged Israeli youth, 
providing them with an equal opportunity to develop 
their academic and social skills. Program of the Jewish 
Agency for Israel.
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With Gratitude
Hundreds of volunteers help make the work of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation possible.  
It is a privilege to work alongside them.

2012-2013 Honor Roll of Leadership
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President 
Michael Barry

Co-Vice Presidents of 
Community Development
Dr. Robert Karasov 
Robin Neidorf

Immediate Past President
Jerry Ribnick

Treasurer
Howard Zack

Secretary
Robert Swiller

Community Campaign Chairs
Brad Fritz 
Lori Fritz

Jewish Community Building 
Corporation Chair
Jerel Shapiro

Jewish Community 
Foundation Chair
Dr. Linda Ketover

Marketing Chair
Jon Stone

Nominating Committee Chair
David Orbuch

Overseas Committee Co-Chairs
Andy Gellman 
Todd Gurstel

Women’s Philanthropy 
President
Cindy Shapiro

Young Leadership Chair
Jason Bass

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Partner Agency President 
Representative
Robin Landy

Partner Agency Executive 
Representative
Steven Hunegs

Rabbinic Representative
Rabbi Alexander Davis

At-Large Board Members
Marcia Cohodes 
Michael Epstein 
Ken Raskin 
Lisa Ratner 
Phil Rosenbloom

Presidential Appointments
Wendy Baldinger 
Robert Kelen 
Darren Lederfine 
Dan Lieberman 
Jodi Upin

Campaign Representatives
Jack Fiterman 
Todd Leonard 
Kris MacDonald 
Stan Schweitzer z’l 
 
COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN

Community Campaign Chairs
Brad Fritz 
Lori Fritz

Community Campaign 
Honorary Co-Chairs
Dr. Robert Diamond 
Susie Diamond

King David Society Co-Chairs
Stan Baratz 
Linda Fiterman

King David Society/ 
Major Gifts Event Co-Chairs
Debra and Alex Arbit 
Amy and Jack Fiterman 
Ann and Todd Miller

Leadership Weeks 
and Suites Chair
Kris MacDonald

Cardozo Society Chair 
(Minneapolis)
Ron Zamansky

Cardozo Society Campaign 
Chair (Minneapolis)
Andrew Parker

Cardozo Society Vice-Chairs
Tony James Gleekel 
Todd Gurstel 
Jerry Ingber 
Jesse Kibort  
Jim Proman 
Drew Zamansky

Maimonides Society Chair 
(Minneapolis)
Dr. Frederic Nemer

Major Gifts Co-Chairs
Beth Kieffer Leonard 
Dr. Linda Ketover

Men’s Face-to-Face 
Division Chair
Dan Lieberman

Men’s Face-to-Face 
Division Vice-Chairs
Matt Heilicher 
Jake Hurwitz 
Ron Kelner 
Bill Ribnick

Foundation Chair
Dr. Linda Ketover

PACE/LOJE Co-Chairs
Nancy Schachtman 
Steve Schachtman

Rabbinic Campaign Chair
Rabbi Avraham Ettedgui

Super Sunday Co-Chairs
Dr. Eric Bressler 
Sally Bressler

Phone-a-thon Chair
Rick Dworsky

Upgrade Division Chair
Lisa Heilicher

Women’s Philanthropy  
President
Cindy Shapiro

Women’s Philanthropy  
Campaign Chair
Lisa Ratner

Women’s Philanthropy  
Emerald Division Chair
Amy Baratz

Women’s Philanthropy Ruby/
Sapphire Division Co-Chairs
Mimi Gleekel 
Delores Levin

Women’s Philanthropy  
Lion Division Chair
Gail Machov

Young Leadership 
Executive Chair
Jason Bass

Young Leadership 
Campaign Vice-Chair
Sarah Gruesner

Young Leadership Ben Gurion 
Society Chair
Todd Braufman

Young Leadership 
CHAI Society Chair
Andy Furman

JEWISH COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES

Dr. Linda Ketover, Chair 
Cindi Tarshis Appelman 
Michael Barry 
Bruce Goldstein 
David Gotlieb 
Elissa Heilicher 
Jerry Ingber 
Steven Kalin 
Howard Kaminsky 
Gary Kohler 
Eileen Kohn 
Hart Kuller 
Darren Lederfine 
Sheva Sanders 
Rick Siedband 
Mort Silverman 
Ilene Zwick

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
STEERING COMMITTEE 
(CDSC)

Dr. Robert Karasov,  
  Co-Chair 
Robin Neidorf, Co-Chair 
Linda Fiterman 
Brad Fritz 
Lori Fritz 
Alan Gilbert 
Mark Gittleman 
Robert Kelen 
Wendy Khabie 
Josh Mann 
Tony Moldo 
Dr. Sarah Jane  
  Schwarzenberg 
Richard Spiegel 
Alene Sussman
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OVERSEAS COMMITTEE

Andy Gellman, Chair 
Todd Gurstel, Chair 
Michael Barry 
Rabbi Alexander Davis 
Dr. Robert Diamond 
Michael Epstein 
Bill Goldenberg 
Mike Horovitz 
Jerry Ingber 
Dr. Linda Ketover 
Beth Kieffer Leonard 
Steve Lieberman 
Kris MacDonald 
Susi Saxl 
Steve Schachtman 
Judy Shapiro 
Rebecca Skelton 
Jodi Upin 
Jeff Usem

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Howard Zack, Chair 
Michael Barry 
Dr. Linda Ketover 
John MacDonald 
David Orbuch 
Jerry Ribnick 
Jerel Shapiro

AUDIT COMMITTEE

Howard Zack, Chair 
Michael Barry 
Aaron Goldstein 
David Orbuch 
Jerry Ribnick 
Jerel Shapiro

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE

Ilene Zwick, Chair 
Mike Badower 
Robin Engelson 
Ron Fingerhut 
Dr. Linda Ketover 
Gary Kohler 
Chuck Nadler 
Mark Usem

JEWISH COMMUNITY 
BUILDING CORPORATION 
(JCBC)

Jerel Shapiro, Chair 
Dan Gelb 
Craig Kupritz 
David Segal 
Michael Stern

MARKETING COMMITTEE

Jon Stone, Chair

GOVERNANCE  
COMMITTEE

David Orbuch, Chair 
Michael Epstein 
Kris MacDonald 
Ken Raskin 
Jodi Upin

CAPITAL EQUIPMENT 
ACQUISITION FUND 
COMMITTEE

Jon Benowitz, Chair 
Rick Dworsky 
Bret Erickson 
Jason Grais 

Mark Rubin 
Howard Wilensky 
Bruce Zwick

STRATEGIC PLAN 
IMPLEMENTATION 
COMMITTEE

Dr. Robert Karasov 
Robert Kelen 
Robin Neidorf

ISRAEL CENTER 
COMMITTEE

Jodi Upin, Chair 
Betty Blumenberg 
Galia Daniel-Tichter 
Jodi Davis 
Tamar Fenton 
Kim Gedan 
Zehorit Heilicher 
Gayle Kaplan 
Gail Kenton 
Dr. Robert Ketroser 
Jacob Millner 
Cathy Mogelson 
Cindy Neff 
Renee Popkin
Sharon Feinstein Rosenblum 
Susi Saxl
Ilan Sharon 
Rabbi Berel Simpser

RIMON ADVISORY BOARD

Janet Kampf, Chair 
Robyn Awend 
Dr. Judy Brier 
Barbara Camm 
Mimi Fisher 

Judy Gaviser 
Debra Goldstein 
Jonathan Gross 
Ann Ginsburgh Hofkin 
Darla Kashian 
Elisa Korentayer 
Maury Landsman 
Andrea Lubov 
Lynda Monick-Isenberg 
Karen Nemer 
Paula Pergament 
Lisa Pogoff 
Rachel Raz 
Jeffrey Richman 
Jason Rose 
Dr. Leighton Siegel 
Peter Sussman 
Rabbi Aaron Weininger

EDGE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

Karen Burton 
Denise Fogel 
Matt Heilicher 
Randi Levine 
Jennifer Lewin 
Jeri Saad 
Rebecca Skelton

We would also like to extend our 
appreciation to Shira Levin and 
Mike Frisch, office volunteers 
who helped us throughout 
the year on several significant 
projects and regularly assisted 
Federation professionals in 
building community. 

Minneapolis Jewish Federation
13100 Wayzata Boulevard, Suite 200

Minnetonka, Minnesota 55305
952.593.2600

www.jewishminneapolis.org

For more than 80 years, the Minneapolis Jewish Federation has worked with 
people and partners across the globe to build a vibrant, inclusive and supportive 
Jewish community. We nurture Jewish life and learning, help those in need and 
build connections with Israel and Jews around the world.
For more information on the Minneapolis Jewish Federation and our work go online to: www.jewishminneapolis.org or see our 
work live, in real time by visiting www.mapyourimpact.org.




