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A fond farewell from Gil Mann

have been honored to serve as CEO of our
Federation.
share with you: We live in a community of mensches—thanks to
you!

When Stu and his family were considering making Minneapolis
their new home, I had an easy time telling them why they would
love to live here.

In addition to our extraordinary record of tzedakah, volunteers
give thousands upon thousands of hours of service. The way
folks conduct themselves in meetings is consistently
admirable. They listen, they think, they care and they
show respect.

One of his visits was on April 18th. We were at Lake Calhoun
on a gorgeous 73º degree day and Stu asked me if
the weather was normally this warm in mid-April. I
kidded that 73º is a bit chilly this time of year. (The
normal average for that day is 59º.)

On the professional side of the equation, we are equally blessed. In one way or another, I have worked or
communicated with every agency executive director or
CEO, school principal, and synagogue rabbi in town.
Each of them is passionate, dedicated, and bright.

Stu knew I was kidding because he lived a dozen years
in Michigan. Everything else I told him about our
great community was true.
For starters, I explained, we have eight thriving synagogues, many of which he was able to visit while in
town. Stu was amazed when I told him about the new
community afternoon school for 9-12th graders called
Yachad (together.) Yachad is now “the” school for our
teens, bringing them together regardless of their religious affiliation or non-affiliation.

Gil Mann

I described the tens of millions of dollars this generous community has raised with Federation and many other Jewish organizations—to say nothing of philanthropy to non-Jewish causes.
I went on to tell him of my experience as Federation Interim
CEO over the last 10 months—and this is a message I want to

In a sentence, we live in a community of people with
their egos in check and their checkbooks in hand—a
community that really does embrace the idea that
TOGETHER WE do good and do better.

All of this has been my experience in my tenure as CEO and as a
lifelong resident. I am grateful for all of the support the community has given me in my role. I plan to provide Stu with the same
kind of support as he transitions into his new job. Please join me
in welcoming him and his family. TOGETHER WE will ensure
that they feel at home and successful here in tropical Minnesota!

Gil Mann
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A message from your new CEO

am honored to accept the invitation you
extended me to lead your Federation as CEO.
3

My own Jewish communal path started in 1999, when my
family lived in Michigan while I worked for Ford Motor
Company. My oldest daughter Skylar was in pre-school
at the Jewish Community Center of Greater Ann Arbor.
When the executive learned of my business degree from
the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School, she
asked me to help out on finance committee. “Don’t worry,” she said, “It won’t take that much time.”
As it goes, a seat on the finance committee turned into a
board of directors position, then treasurer, and yes, it did
take up more time than I had anticipated. Soon, though,
I realized that my volunteer work was more meaningful
and enjoyable than what I was doing Monday through
Friday. This realization pushed me to pursue a career
in Jewish communal service, which led me to the Jewish Community of Louisville, an integrated agency composed of a Federation and JCC, where I served as CEO
for the past five years.
I wrote before about the messages of support I received
when I announced my new position. One of those messages was from my middle school daughter, Rachel. We
knew this move would uproot her from her close circle of
friends in Louisville. Nonetheless she told me, between
the occasional tear, “This sounds like a really great opportunity for you, Dad, and I don’t want to be any part
of the reason you wouldn’t think of taking it.”
Her statement is the root of why I do what I do. My
daughter—a member of the next generation of Jews—

Stu Silberman
is willing to make sacrifices when a new opportunity to
make an impact arises. She became a bat mitzvah earlier
this summer and I know she understands the importance
of Judaism in our lives and the lives of others. Her sister
Skylar feels the same; she attended the BBYO international convention in February and became closer to Jews
from around the world, learning their unique stories. She
became a confirmand this past Shavuot.
My wife Alison and I are raising two future active Jewish community members. Together, we are all creating a
generation of young Jews who value their community, in
turn supporting and powering the agencies and organizations that will provide Jewish experiences for years to
come.
I greatly look forward to leading this Federation in continuing to do important and life-changing work here in
Minneapolis and around the world. From what I hear,
the weather is cold but the people are warm and I’m
thrilled to experience both.

Stu Silberman
P.S. Your ears may have perked up when you noticed
that I worked for Ford Motor Company. I get some nachas
(pride) when I think of Henry Ford, a known anti-Semite, turning over in his grave because his company’s great
leadership programs turned out a Jewish communal
leader.
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I have been impressed by the spirit of TOGETHER WE
guiding the Minneapolis Federation. In my view, uniting
donors, volunteers, agencies, synagogues, and lay and
professional leaders to move Minneapolis forward is attractive and wise. I am excited to learn from members of
the community why Minneapolis has been successful and
how to make the future even more so.

|
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As I began to investigate this opportunity I spoke to my
colleagues and friends around the country. They have
been extremely supportive, mentioning dynamic Minneapolis community members I should meet—rabbis, lay
leaders, former National Young Leadership chairs. It is
clear to me from these notes of support that the success
of the Minneapolis Jewish community is nationally recognized.

ANATOMY OF A THANK YOU LETTER
The Minneapolis Jewish
Federation awarded
$95,000 in need-based
camp scholarships this year!

Camp is becoming increasingly
cost-prohibitive for families.

Jewish camps are not
only beloved by kids,
they are critical for
developing Jewish
identity.

The number
of requests for
scholarships
increases
each year.

Because of your
contributions,
215 kids will attend
Jewish summer
camp this summer.
THANK YOU!
Actual thank you cards

Families with the
greatest need were
able to receive up to
$1,500 per child.

This year, through the
Minneapolis Jewish Federation’s P2G partnership
with Rehovot, campers in
Minneapolis will spend
the summer with Yaron, a
counselor from Rehovot.
Yaron will be immersed in
our culture, understanding
what it means to be a Jew
in America and taking that
knowledge back with him
to Israel. Meanwhile, campers will learn from Yaron,
getting a better sense of
the differences and similarities between life here and
in Israel.
We’ll be checking in with
Yaron and his campers this
summer, so stay tuned for
their stories of connection
and friendship.

Rimon: The Minnesota
Jewish Arts Council, an
initiative of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation, has
created summer day camp
opportunities for adults in
conjunction with the Sabes JCC, and they’re all so
good choosing a favorite
is difficult. The first, taking
place July 15th, is a culinary
adventure from farm to table with local chefs, blending in Jewish values and
ingredients, food stewardship in our community, and
culminating with a meal.
On July 22, explore the
Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum’s vast landscape through an artistic
lens of yoga, drawing and
journaling. The Mississippi
River, architecture, and
storytelling are the focus
of the next workshop on
July 29th, beginning at
the Mill City Museum. And
on August 5 at The Marsh,
discover the stories of
our bodies inside and out,
exploring the layers that
compose who we are.
Intrigued? Visit
rimonmn.org to learn
more.

“These camps—including
the camp in Minsk adopted
by the Minneapolis Jewish
Federation—are strong,
life-changing experiences.
This is the only way these
kids can learn about their
Jewish heritage and about
Israel. Many of them are
so influenced that they
want to make aliyah, and
they want to give back
by becoming counselors
themselves,” she said.

“And can you tell which
kids have special needs?”
asks Anita Lewis, the Sabes
JCC’s Inclusion Director,
gesturing across the field.
“Can you tell which kids
need a little extra help;
need to sit down for a
minute because the day is
overwhelming?
You can’t. Because they’re
completely integrated.”
Thanks to our partner
agencies and your support for camp advocates
through the Minneapolis
Jewish Federation, children of all abilities get to
experience Jewish summer
camp—and isn’t that what
being a kid is all about?
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INCLUSION

FINDING JUDAISM
Natalie Shnaiderman was
lucky—her grandparents
taught her enough about
her Judaism that she grew
up with a Jewish identity in
Moscow, eventually making
aliyah. In college, she was
recruited to become a
counselor at one of the
Jewish Agency for Israel’s
summer camps. There she
learned the importance of
the camping movement.

IT’S NOON AT CAMP
OLAMI. A little boy rolls
down a hill while his friends
watch, laughing. A counselor writes quickly as a little
girl breathlessly makes up
a story. Across the JCC’s
field, groups of kids and
counselors make the most
of the summer day.

|

BREAKING NEWS: Summer
camp is now for adults, too.

THIS SUMMER, while hundreds of kids from Minneapolis board buses for
camp, children in the
former Soviet Union will
board buses to far away
camps of their own. The
buses in the FSU feel a lot
like the ones in Minneapolis. The sounds of laughter
and singing fill the air, and
lifelong friendships are
started. But one thing is
different: most children on
the buses in the former
Soviet Union don’t know
they are Jewish until they
board the bus.

5
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TEACHING OUR KIDS
about Israel is one of the
best ways we can strengthen our connection to
Israel—that’s what makes
the Partnership2Gether
program so important.

ADULTS TOO

ISRAELI
CONNECTION

FOUR WAYS YOUR FEDERATION GIFT BRINGS
SUMMER CAMP TO THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY

OUR GRANDPARENTS’
LEGACY OF GIVING

W

hile Mayer Krupp swept the floor of his family’s Duluth barber shop in the fall of 1938, he watched his
father, Morris, interact with customers.

Regulars came in and out, distraught over the money they were
losing during the Great Depression. The Krupp family wasn’t
wealthy, but the barber shop was doing steady business, and Morris offered what he could to customers as loans.
From the floor of his father’s barber shop, Mayer learned a lesson
that he would pass on for generations: no matter how little or how
much you have, you can always give back to others.
Not far away, Faye Aarons learned similar lessons from her own
father. Isadore Aarons, who was the president of the Duluth Hebrew School, volunteered his time to ensure that the children of
Duluth received a Jewish education. Through her father’s work
and her family’s faith, Faye was exposed to Jewish values from
an early age—values she would pass on through family Shabbat
dinners and extensive volunteer work.
More than 75 years later, three of Faye and Mayer Krupp’s nine
grandchildren, Shana Melendez, Mollie Krupp, and Sophie
Krupp, share what they learned from their grandparents about
tzedakah, community, and family. “We talked about our responsibility to give back nearly every time we got together with our
grandparents,” says Shana, 42. “What Faye and Mayer gave to us
was a legacy of giving.”
Mayer Krupp, a mechanical engineer, followed in his father’s
footsteps and became co-owner of a successful business, Horwitz
Mechanical. “Mayer and my grandmother said ‘life isn’t always
about money, but if you have it, give back to the community because the community does so much for you,’” says Mollie, 27.
“They didn’t do this because they thought it was kind, it was bigger than that. They felt it was their responsibility,” adds Sophie,
25.
Faye and Mayer felt a responsibility toward the entire Minneapolis community, providing broad support to Jewish and non-Jewish organizations for many years. The Krupps were Federation
donors for close to four decades, and Faye was a proud Lion of
Judah and served as Women’s Philanthropy and Super Sunday
Chair. Faye also volunteered locally with Hadassah and the Mt.
Sinai Auxiliary Fund. Mayer was involved in the initial development of the JCC. The couple also passionately supported Sholom
Home, where Mayer’s father lived. Towards the end of her life,
Faye also resided briefly at Sholom.
On top of owning a business and volunteering in the community,
Faye and Mayer believed making time for family was important.
Shana, Mollie, and Sophie fondly recall parties and Shabbat din-

Faye and Mayer Krupp, z’l
ners with their grandparents. “We went to their house for Shabbat—it was us, our cousins, our second cousins—a community
within our family,” says Shana. “Faye would make her traditional carrot ring and brisket, and we would say the prayers. It was
really special. I felt like I was part of a very strong family with
important values.”
The Minneapolis Jewish Federation is honored to be a recipient
of Faye and Mayer’s philanthropic legacy—the couple chose to
endow their Community Campaign gift, ensuring that they will
continue to support the causes that were important in their life.
“Faye and Mayer are such an important part of our Jewish community’s history and future,” says Mort Naiman, Director of the
Jewish Community Foundation of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation. “That they have chosen to leave this gift speaks volumes
about their dedication. Although they are truly missed, a piece of
Faye and Mayer will live on in Minneapolis forever.”
Shana, Mollie, and Sophie have been influenced by their grandparents’ giving spirit. They are passionate about the need for Jews
to look out for each other and their communities—and they want
to help their peers understand.
“The Jewish community really needs each of us, and I think that’s
something people don’t necessarily realize,” says Sophie. “There’s
a misconception that if you’re paying your tuition, you’ve covered
your expenses. And people don’t realize that maybe your best
friend at camp couldn’t be there if people weren’t contributing.”
“It’s so important to be an active part of the Jewish community,
to enjoy all of the beautiful things the community shares with
you—and to also have that responsibility of giving back. To keep
your heart open and listen to what the community needs from
you,” says Shana.
Faye and Mayer Krupp passed down a spirit of giving not only to
Shana, Mollie, and Sophie, but to their six other grandchildren
and three great grandchildren, Benjamin Krupp, Sam Eilertsen,
Katie and Julia Lenk Krupp, Sari and Lani Abelson, and Marco,
Isa, and Mia Melendez.

To learn more about legacy giving, contact Mort Naiman, Director of the
Jewish Community Foundation at mnaiman@mplsfed.org or 952.417.2322.

BIRTHRIGHT #MNBUS409 GUIDE TO ISRAEL
“I’m never eating hummus anywhere else,” declared one participant after Federation’s Taglit-Birthright Israel trip this June.
This special trip designed for young adults in the Twin Cities allowed 40 young adults to taste incredible food and explore the deserts, mountains, and beaches of Israel, gaining a powerful connection to the Jewish homeland and the global Jewish community.

“Being
here makes
me proud to
be Jewish.”

beit alfa

Explore Katzrin, an ancient
village set among the mountains of the Golan Heights.
Cool off with a water hike in
Nahal Snir.

|

After touring busy and exciting Tel Aviv, recharge on a
kibbutz for Shabbat.

TEL AVIV
jaffa

JERUSALEM
rehovot

“I could have
stayed at Yad Vashem
for hours.”

sderot

Volunteer in Rehovot,
Minneapolis’s P2G sister city.
“The moment
I’ll remember forever:
standing in the middle of the
pitch black desert, taking in
a moment to absorb the
experience.”

Ride a camel and spend the
night in a Bedouin tent for a
uniquely Israeli experience.

Don’t miss the tourist
trifecta: climb Masada, hike
the Ein Gedi desert oasis,
and float in the Dead Sea.

The best view of Jerusalem:
the har hatzofim viewpoint.
Take in the city, then visit Yad
Vashem.

“This land is
blessed, and you
can only feel it here
in our homeland”.

Above, a few of Birthright Bus 409’s favorite
memories, travel tips, and photos. Until next
time, Holy Land!
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“What surprised me most
about Israel is that
it’s more than just
a desert.”
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“The trip was incredible and Israel was amazing,” said Ken Granle, trip participant, “but what I took away the most were the
connections with other young Twin Cities Jews and with Federation.” Participants also gained an understanding of the importance of building and sustaining Jewish life around the world: several alumni were inspired to support the global Jewish community through a gift to Federation’s Community Campaign.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
JULY & AUGUST 2015

SUMMER ARTS WORKSHOPS FOR ADULTS
Partnership program of The Sabes JCC
and Rimon: The MN Jewish Arts Council

30

Come dance and swim the summer
away with the 20|30 Project and Israel
Center. Tel Aviv’s hottest DJ, Eyal Rob,
will get the pool party going with his spinning skills.

An inspirational and stimulating series
of summer workshops for adults with
an emphasis on bridging art and nature
with a Jewish twist. Participants will
work with renowned local artists in an array of media at
cultural sites throughout the Twin Cities.
Register and learn more about all four workshops at
sabesjcc.org/summer-arts-workshop.php

For more information, For more information, visit
jewishminneapolis.org/eyalrob
OCTOBER 2015

1

AUGUST 2015

12

MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH FEDERATION ANNUAL MEETING
Adath Jeshurun | 6 - 8 PM
10500 Hillside Lane West, Minnetonka

30

MADE IN TEL AVIV: CONTEMPORARY MUSIC CULTURE OF ISRAEL
The Sabes JCC | 2:30 - 4 PM
4330 Cedar Lake Road South, Mpls
Eyal Rob is an Israeli cultural
ambassador who by day lectures at
prestigious universities across Israel on
the subjects of film and culture, and by
night is one of the most sought-after
DJs in Tel Aviv’s music scene.
Tickets are free. For more information, visit
jewishminneapolis.org/eyalrob

TWIN CITIES LION OF JUDAH LUNCHEON
Oak Ridge Country Club | 11 AM - 1:15 PM
700 Oak Ridge Road, Hopkins
Guest speaker Molly Rosen will share
her first-hand account of how one of
America’s elite universities became the
latest flash point of anti-Israel activism
and anti-Semitic intimidation.

Featuring guest speaker, Micah
Halpern.
Register online at:
jewishminneapolis.org/FedTalk2015

THE LAST DIP OF SUMMER
The Sabes JCC | 4:30 - 7 PM
4330 Cedar Lake Road South, Mpls

12

MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH FEDERATION’S KING DAVID SOCIETY AND
PACESETTER DINNER
Oak Ridge Country Club | 5 PM - 8:30 PM
700 Oak Ridge Road, Hopkins
Featuring guest speaker Chuck Todd,
Moderator of Meet the Press and
Political Director for NBC News

CALL FOR CHANGE
September 10 & 20 // October 13 & 25 // November 15 & 23
Join volunteers and staff as we thank donors and raise
critical funds to save and change lives.
jewishminneapolis.org/C4C

